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(LSTER PRISONERS:

I WAS SUMMONED TO THE YATICAN THIS YORNING BY MO1S]GNOR

SSTRINL TO HE HANDED THE TEXT OF THE FOLLOWING PERSONAL
GE FROM THE POPE TO THE PRIME MINiSTER.
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I AN RECEIVING NISTURBING NEWS ABOUT THE TENSION IN THE MAZE
PAISON IN NORTHERN IRELAND, WHERE A NUMBER OF PRISONERS HAVE
EGUN A HUNGER OTRIKE,

| AR AWARE THAT THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR NORTHERN IRELAND,
“OATKINS, HAS ALREADY BEEN ASKED TO EXAMINE THE PROBLEM AND TC
SELH POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS,

N THE SPIRIT OF THE CALL FOR PEACE AND RECONCILIATION WHICH
| MADE AT DROGHEDA DURING "¢ PASTORAL YISIT TO IRELAND LAST YEAR,
| WOULD EXPRESS MY DEEP CONCEAN ABOUT BOTH THE TRAGIC CONSEQUENSZS

LR THE ABITATION COULD MAVE FOR THE PRISONERS THEMSELYES AND AL S
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L E POSSIBLE GRAVE REPERCUSSINFS UPON THE WnDLE SITUATION iN v
WORTHERN IRELAND, 13

i WOLLD ASK YOU TO CONSIDER PERSONALLY PUSSIBLE SOLUTIONS IN ;
oRuZR TO AYOLD IRREVERSIBLE CONSEQUENCES THAT COULD PERHAPS |

PROVE IRREPARABLE.

JCANNES PAULUS PPLTH
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o, | EXPLAINED THE POSITION ON POLITICAL STATUS TO NSIGNOR
SILVESTRINI. HE HAD WITH HIH A4 LETTER FROM ME TO MONSIGNOR
TONUCCY WITH WHICH | HAD SENT THE SUBSTANCE OF FCO TELEGRAMS
BUMBERS 36 TO BIS NEW YORK AND GUIDANCE N0 110, | ALSO WENT OVER
THE POINTS OH CIVILIAN CLOTHES,

7, WHEN | ASKED NHA? FURTHER PRACTICAL 3TEP$ Hg\TﬁOUGHT WE COULD
TAKE 1N ADDITION TO THE CONCESSION ON CLOTHING HE WAS SILENT,

b e SAID THAT (1) FOR THEIR PART THE CLERGY WOULD CONTIWUE 70 URGE
- THE PRISONERS TO_GIVE UP THE STRIKE AND (11) THE MESSAGE WAS A
It SERSOMAL ONE FROM THE POPE HIMSELF,
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