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PLEASE ARRANGE DELIVERY OF THE FOLLOMWING MESSAGE FROM THE
FRIME MINISTER TO MRS GHANDL A S A Ps
EXGINSe
WHEN LORD CARRINGTON CALLED CH YOU ON 16 JANUARY HE DISCy b}
DEVELOPMENTS IN AFGHAR{STAN, YOU EXPRESSEDR' YOUR CONCERM THEN ABOUT
An AREA OF GONFLICT |NCHING TOWARDS THE BURDERS OF THE SUB~CONTINENT,
WE HAVE HAD YOUR REMARKS [MUCH TN MIND IN RECENT & AND
TAOUGHT 1T WOULD BE RIGHT TO TELL YOU THAT THEY HAVE BEEM AN
IMPORTANT | NFLUENCE ON THE WORK WE HAVE BEEN DOING,
WE ARE LING THE RUSSIANS THAT I[N OUR VIEW THE INTEDEQTG (i
TEITY AND OF FRUITRUL EAST/HrST RELATH
4 i
VISTANS THAT COUNTRY HAS TRADITIONALLY BEEN NEUTRAL. THE
SOVIET UNTON HAS APPROVED 175 NEUTRALITY. FOR INSTANCE |h
k 1963 MR BREZ YV SAID: QUOTE IN THE SOVIET UN1ON THE
UTRALETY AND NGO PARTICIPATION LN MILITARY RLOCS
TaN ESTAMN 15 HIGHLY VALUED, THANKS TO THYS POLIGY
A3 GREATLY R ECTED, IN THE WORLD. UNQUOT!
j RESS OGNS OF €
OVIET POSITICH,
& 22 FEERUARY, THAT
THE CLAIMEDR REASONS FOR THEIR PRESE
! D RGTED MR GEOMYKDTS STATEMER
RUARY. THAT E RE QUITE NO MAJUR ENTERNATIGNAL PROBLEMS




CONFIDENTIAL

Thi ELEMENTS IN A NEUTRALITY ARRANGEMENT MiGHT | NCLUDE
UNDERTAKENGS ASSUMED 1Y AFGHANISTAN ON AN APEROPRYATE MEUTRAL AND
MOR=ALIGHED! STATUS. | SHOULD LIKE TO EMPHASISE THAT OUR {DEAS [N NO
uAY EXCLUDE AFGHANS|TAN REMAINING A MEMBER OF THE NON-ALIGNED
FMOVEMENT. THERE COULD IN ADDITION BE UNDERTAKINGS, IN LINE
PRESIDENT BREZHNEV?S SPEECH OF 22 FEBRUARY, BY THE UNITED STATES
AND THE HEIGHBOURSIOF AFGHANISTAN, AND-PERHAPS OTHER COUNTRIES, THAT
THEY WiLL R ECT THE UNDERTAKINGS BY AFGHANISTAN AND WILL NOT
IMTERFERE | THAT GOUNTRY'S INTERNAL AFFAIRS: AS MELL AS OTHER
PROVISIONS TO BE DISCUSSED.

OUR 1DEAS HAVE NOT BEEN WORKED OUT Il DETAIL, WE ARE NOT
PROPOSING A CUT AND DRIED ARRANGEMENT. ANY SUGGESTIONS nY
PAKISTAN AND INDEED OTHER COUNTRI S, MILL RE VELCOME AND
WILL BE TAKEN SERIOUSLY INTO ACCOUNT, WE ARE ALSC OREN MERDED AEOUT
THE SEQUENCE (N WHICH ALL THE VARICUS ELEMENTS IN A MEUTFALITY
ARRA NT MIGHT BE PUT IN PLACE. IN OUR VIEW MEITHER SIDE SHOULD
ASK T OTHER TO DO SCHETHING FIRST. ALL SHOULD STER FUk:

TACETHER, RERCRTS THAT QUR PREPCSALS ARE GL
AUSTRIAN STATE TREATY CF MEUTRALITY ARE
O4E OF A NUMBER OF ¥
KING IS FLEXIBLE ON PR
't PUE COURSE FUR SOME S NCE, BUT DISCUSSION

ITHER POSSIBILATY,
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