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" n 


I r a n 


You w i l l be s e e i n g from the telegrams what i s happening 

i n I r a n but i  t may be u s e f u l f o r you t o have the f o l l o w i n g 

supplementary r e p o r t t o f i l  l t h i s o u t . 


Our own Embassy i s now f u n c t i o n i n g more or l e s s n o r m a l l y . 

T h e i r communications system i s expected t o be f u l l y o p e r a t i o n a l 

by e a r l y next week b u t , i n the meantime, they can handle essen

t i a l t r a f f i c adequately. S i r J Graham who was kept i n London 

a f t e r the Middle East Heads o f M i s s i o n Conference i n o r d e r t o 

h e l p w i t h t h e Rhodesia n e g o t i a t i o n s r e t u r n e d w i t h h i s w i f e 

l a s t n i g h t . We judge t h a t , a l t h o u g h the heat i s o f f our Embassy 

f o r t h e moment, t h e r e i s s t i l  l some r i s k of f u r t h e r i n c u r s i o n s . 

We have j u s t heard t h a t a mob i s a t t a c k i n g t h e premises j o i n t l y 

owned by t h e F i n a n c i a l Times and t h e BBC, and t h e Embassy are 

d o i n g what they can t o h e l p . 


The Americans' s i t u a t i o n i s much worse than ours. The 

Americans have now secured t h e agreement o f A y a t o l l a h B e h e s h t i , 

( l e a d e r o f the I s l a m i c Republican P a r t y , founded t o support 

Khomeini, and b e l i e v e d t o be Chairman of the R e v o l u t i o n a r y 

C o u n c i l , which i s now r u n n i n g the c o u n t r y f o l l o w i n g t h e r e s i g 

* n a t i o n y e s t e r d a y o f Prime M i n i s t e r Bazargan) t o a v i s i t t o 

\ Tehran by two s e n i o r e m i s s a r i e s , Ramsay C l a r k , t h e former 

f A t t o r n e y - G e n e r a l , and W i l l i a m M i l l e r , S t a f f D i r e c t o r o f t h e 

) Senate I n t e l l i g e n c e Committee. They w i l l be c a r r y i n g a l e t t e r 

\ from P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r and have a u t h o r i t y t o n e g o t i a t e . I t i s 

{ p o s s i b l e t h a t they w i l l be a l l o w e d t o see Khomeini h i m s e l f . 


We have taken the i n i t i a t i v e i n the Nine i n f a v o u r of a 

j o i n t demarche i n Tehran u r g i n g t h e I r a n i a n Government t o take 

a l l necessary steps t o p r o t e c t d i p l o m a t i c l i v e s and premises 

and, where i n c u r s i o n s do take p l a c e , t o r e t u r n d i p l o m a t i c p r e 

mises w i t h o u t delay and w i t h o u t c o n d i t i o n t o t h e c o n t r o l o f 

t h e i r owners. T h i s has been agreed by the Nine and t h e I r i s h 

Presidency are sending i n s t r u c t i o n s t o Tehran. T h i s a c t i o n t o 

impress upon the I r a n i a n a u t h o r i t i e s the s o l i d a r i t y o f the Nine 

w i l l not o n l y serve our own i n t e r e s t s but i s a l s o designed t o 

a s s i s t t h e Americans. A message t o th e I r a n i a n Government from 

Dr Waldheim, which has now been s e n t , c o u l d a l s o h e l p . 


/Meanwhile 


M O'D B Alexander Esq 

10 Downing S t r e e t 
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Meanwhile our own Embassy are doing a l  l they can t o h e l p 

t h e Americans i n a p r a c t i c a l way, a c t i n g as a channel f o r 

communications and h a r b o u r i n g some o f t h e i r people. T h e i r 

a b i l i t y t o c o n t i n u e t o do t h i s , w i t h o u t undue r i s k s t o them

s e l v e s , r e q u i r e s us t o be d i s c r e e t . 


F o l l o w i n g t h e r e s i g n a t i o n o f the Bazargan Government 

i n d i v i d u a l m i n i s t e r s have a p p a r e n t l y been asked t o s t a y on as 

c a r e t a k e r s u n t i l new arrangements can be made. I t i s not c l e a r 

whether t h i s w i l l i n v o l v e t h e nomina t i o n o f a new government or 

whether I r a n w i l l h e n c e f o r t h be governed i n name, as w e l l as i n 

f a c t , by the R e v o l u t i o n a r y C o u n c i l . We a l s o do not know 

whether Dr Yazdi w i l l r e t a i n h i s present f u n c t i o n s as Fo r e i g n 

M i n i s t e r ; b u t , s i n c e he i s thought t o be a member o f the 

R e v o l u t i o n a r y C o u n c i l , t h i s may t u r n out t o be the case. 


(P Lever) 
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