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INFO IMMEDIATE GOVERNOR HONG KONG, UKMIS G E N E V A , ty* 

ROUT I HE MOSCOW  ^ / _ 

INFO S A V I N G H A N O I . P 

YOUR T E L M 0 ( 5 i . l ) V I E T N A M E S E R E F U G E E S . 

1. MR D L A K E R R A I S E D T H I S WITH WARREN C H R I S T O P H E R T H I S A F T E R N O O N . 

HE E X P L A I N E D T H A T WE WERE PROFOUNDLY CONCERNED ABOUT T H E I N F L U X 

OF R E F U G E E S FROM V I E T N A M TO HONG KONG, AROUND TWELVE THOUSAND 

IN THE L A S T MONTH. T H I S P R O B L E M AS FAR AS HONG KONG A U T H O R I T I E S 

WERE CONCERNED WAS IN A D D I T I O N TO THE VERY L A R G E NUMBERS OF 

P E O P L E A R R I V I N G FROM THE P E O P L E S ' R E P U B L I C OF C H I N A . HONG K O N G ' S 

C A P A C I T Y TO • ACCOMMODATE THEM WAS "VERY L I M I T E D . IN THE O P I N I O N OF 

THE B R I T I S H GOVERNMENT A C O N C E R T E D I N T E R N A T I O N A L E F F O R T WAS 

NEEDED TO A L L E V I A T E M A T T E R S . 

2. MR B L A K E R S A I D THAT T H E S E R I O U S N E S S OF THE S I T U A T I O N HAD B E E N 

H I G H L I G H T E D BY THE A R R I V A L L A S T WEEK AT HONG KONG OF THE 

B R I T I S H - R E G I S T E R E D S H I P S IBONGA WITH NEARLY ONE THOUSAND 

V I E T N A M E S E R E F U G E E S ON B O A R D . THE B R I T I S H GOVERNMENT HAD D E C I D E D 

THAT T H E S E P E O P L E WOULD B E A C C E P T E D FOR S E T T L E M E N T IN THE U N I T E D 

KINGDOM AS AN EMERGENCY MEASURE BUT WITHOUT P R E J U D I C E TO CUR 

A T T I T U D E ON F U T U R E C A S E S OF T H I S K I N D . MR D L A K E R E X P L A I N E D T H E U K ' S 

E X I S T I N G D I F F I C U L T I E S OVER IMMIGRATION FROM OTHER P A R T S OF" THE 

WORLD. 

3 . T H E S I T U A T I O N HAD NOW B E E N A G G R A V A T E D BY P R E S S U R E TO A C C E P T 

SOME T H R E E HUNDRED R E F U G E E S P I C K E D UP BY ANOTHER B R I T I S H -

R E G I S T E R E D V E S S E L , MV R O A C H B A N K , WHICH WAS NOW S T A N D I N G O F F 

T A I W A N E S E WATERS. MR B L A K E R ASKED C H R I S T O P H E R IF THE A M E R I C A N 

A U T H O R I T I E S COULD USE T H E I R I N F L U E N C E WITH THE T A I W A N E S E TO 

P E R S U A D E THEM TO A C C E P T T H E S E R E F U G E E S FROM ROACHBANK IN ACCORDANCE 

WITH A C C E P T E D I N T E R N A T I O N A L C O N V E N T I O N . 
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'4. MR BLAKER ALSO ENQUIRED ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY CP T H E AMERICA1I5W 

TAKING MORE REFUGEES FROM HONG KONG. HE ADDED THAT A NUMBER CF 

COUNTRIES ROUND THE WORLD H A D NOT DONE AS MUCH TO H E L P , NOTABLY 

IN LATIN AMERICA. DID THE AMERICANS AGREE ? 

5 . MR BLAKER SAID WE HAD PUT PRESSURE ON THE VIETNAMESE TO MEND 

THEIR WAYS, AND W E HAD RAISED THE MATTER WITH THE SOVIET 

AUTHORITIES. WOULD THE AMERICANS CONSIDER RAISING T H E MATTER WITH 

THE SOVIET UN ION? 

6. IN RESPONSE CHRISTOPHER SAID THAT THE US GOVERNMENT ADMIRED 

THE EFFCRTS OF T H E UK AND IN PARTICULAR O F HP«G KONG, BUT THE US 

W A S ALSO STRETCHING ITSELF TO THE LIMIT BY ACCEPTING SOME SEVEN 

THOUSAND REFUGEES PGR MONTH PROM SOUTH-EAST ASIA . HEW LEGISLATION 

W A S BEFORE CONGRESS DESIGNED T O MAKE I T POSSIBLE FOR LARGER NUMBERS 

CF REFUGEES TO ARRIVE AT ONE TIME IN THE UNITED STATES. BUT AS 

FAR AS INCREASING THE OVERALL NUMBERS WAS CONCERNED PUBLIC OPINION 

IN THE UNITED STATES WOULD NOT STAND FOR MORE. 

7.' ON THE RGACHBANK CHRISTOPHER SAiD HE WOULD SEE IF THEY COULD 

 BE HELPFUL. ONE DIFFICULTY WAS THAT THE AMERICANS W E R E CONSISTENTLY 

 EMBARRASSED BY THE EFFORTS OF THE TAIWANESE AUTHORITIES TO 

TRANSLATE THE UNOFFICIAL RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES 

INTO AN OFFIC IAL ONE. THE AMERICANS HAD TO CHOOSE WITH CARE THE 

ISSUES WHICH THEY RAISED WITH THE TAIWANESE AUTHORITIES. 

0. ON THE QUESTION OF RAISING THE MATTER WITH THE SOVIET 


GOVERNMENT CHRISTOPHER SAID THAT IN VIEW OP THE PRESIDENT'S 


CONCERN OVER HUMAN RIGHTS, AND IN PARTICULAR THE QUESTION OF" 


EM IGRAT JON FROM THE SOVIET UNION, ANY REPRESENTATIONS WOULD NEED 


TO BE HANDLED VERY CAREFULLY. HE REFERRED TO THE UNHAPPY HISTORY 


OF EMIGRATION FROM GERMANY IN THE 1 9 3 0 ' S . 


9 . NEWSOM NOTED THAT THE AMERICANS WERE NOT SATISFIED WITH THE 


EFFORTS OF THE UN HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR REFUGEES. THEY WOULD BE 


PRESSING HIM TO DO MORE, IN PARTICULAR TO IDENTIFY OTHER COUNTRIES 


 M ICH MIGHT IMPROVE THEIR PERFORMANCE. THEY HAD ALSO MADE SOME 


REPRESENTATIONS TO THE VIETNAMESE BUT HERE AGAIN WITHOUT PROMISING 


RESULTS. SOME VIETNAMESE WERE HINTING THAT IT WAS THEIR OBJECTIVE 


TO SEE ALL 600 /500 ETHNIC CHINESE LEAVE VIETNAM. 
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1 0 . N E W S O M A L S O S A I D T H A T S O M E O F T H E L A R G E R S H I P S C A R R Y I N G 

V I E T N A M E S E R E F U G E E S A P P E A R E D T O O R I G I N A T E I N H O N G K O N G , O R A T 

L E A S T T O H A V E S O M E H O N G K O N G C O N N E C T I O N S . M R B L A K E R S A I D T H A T WE 

W O U L D L O O K I N T O T H . I S . 

11. I N C O N C L U S I O N M R B L A K E R E M P H A S I S E D T H E U R G E N C Y O F T H E 

R O A C H B A N K C A S E . H E A D D E D . T H A T I F T H E I N F L O W O F V I E T N A M E S E 

R E F U G E E S C O N T I N U E D WE W O U L D H A V E T O L O O K A G A I N A T O U R P O L I C I E S . 

C O N C L U S I O N 

1 2 . C H R I S T O P H E R A N D N E W S O M W E R E B O T H C L E A R L Y S Y M P A T H E T I C W I T H O U R 

P R O B L E M S , A N D P A R T I C U L A R L Y W I T H T H O S E O F H O N G K O N G . N E W S O M 

S U B S E Q U E N T L Y T E L E P H O N E D T O S A Y T H A T T H E A M E R I C A N O W I L L A T O N C E 

A P P R O A C H T H E T A I W A N A U T H O R I T I E S O N T H E R O A C H B A N K , T H O U G H H E C O U L D 

N O T S A Y H O W S U C C E S S F U L T H E Y W O U L D B E , H O W E V E R , I N T H E L I G H T 

O F C H R I S T O P H E R ' S O T H E R C O M M E N T S , WE W O U L D B E U N W I S E T O E X P E C T T O O 

M U C H F R O M T H E U S O N T H E W I D E R P R O B L E M S H O N G K O N G F A C E S . 

F C O P A S S S A V I N G H A N O I 

J A Y 

[REPEATED AS REQUESTED] 
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HK & GD 

UND 

SEAD 

FED 

SAD 

E1D (E) 

PUSD 

OID 

IPD 

NEWS D 

mi) 

PS 
PS/LPS 
PS/MR HURD 
PS/MR BLAKER 
PS/PUS 
SIR A DUFF 
SIR A PARSONS 
MR CORTAZZI 
MR LEAHY 
MR MURRAY 

COPIES TO 

HONG KONG GOVERNMENT OFFICE 


LONDON 

MR BURLEIGH 

HOME OPFICE 

QUEEN ANNE'S GATE 


MR BINT 

HOME OFFICE 

LUNAR .HOUSE 

CROYBO.-: 


MR V McGEE FAO ODM 
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