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YOUR TELNO\EE}) VIETNAMESE REFUGEES.

. 1. MR DLAKER RAISED THIS WITH WARREN CHRISTOPHER THIS AFTERNOON.
HE EXPLAINED THAT WE WERE PROFOUNDLY COMCERHED ABOUT THE INFLUX
OF RCFUGEES FRCOM VIETNAM TO HONG KOMG, AROUHD TWELVE THOUSAND
4 THE LAST MONTH. THIS PRODLEM AS FAR AS HOMNG KONG AUTHORITIES

" \ERL CONCERNED WAS !N ADDITION TO THE VERY LARGE HUMBERS OF

PEOPLE ARRIVING FROM THE PEOPLES? REPUBLIC OF CHINA. HOKG KONG'S
CAPACITY TO -ACCOMMODATE THEM WAS VERY LIMITED. IN THZ OPINICN CF
THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT A CONCERTED INTERHATIONAL EFFCRT WAS
NEEDED TO ALLEVIATE MATTERS.

Ze ER BLAKER SAID THAT THE SERIQUSNESS COF THE SITUATICH HAD BEEN
HIGHLIGHTED BY THE ARRIVAL LAST WEEK AT HOCiG KCHG OF THE
PRITISH~REGISTERED SHIP SIBONIGA WITH NEARLY OHE THOUSAND
VIETHAMESE REFUGEES ON BOARD. THE DBRITISH GOVERNMENT HAD DECIDZD

" THAT THESE PEOPLE WOULD BE ACCEPTED FOR SETTLEMEMT M THE UNITED
KINGDOM AS AN EMERGENCY MEASURE BUT WITHOUT PREJUDICE TC CUR
ATTITUDE ON FUTURE CASES OF TH!S KiND. MR DLAKER EXPLAINED THE UK’S
EX!STING DIFFICULTIES OVER IMMIGRATION FROM QTHER PARTS COF THE
WRLD, ;

3. THE SITUAT 100 HAD NOW BECH AGGRAVATED BY PRESSURE TO ACCEPT

SOME THREE HUNDRED REFUGEES PICKED UP BY AMOTHER BRITISH-

REG ISTERED VESSEL, MV ROACHBANK, WHICH WAS NHOW STANDING OFF
TATWANESE WATERS. MR BLAKER ASKED CHRISTOPHER IF THE AMERICAN
PUTHORITIES COULD USE THEIR INFLUENCE WITH THE TAIWAHESE TO
PERGUADE THEM TO ACCEPT THESE REFUGEES FROM ROACHBANK [N ACCORDAINCE
WITH ACCEPTED INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION,

CONTIDENTIAL / 4. MR BLAKER




Pl CONIFLDENTI AL

b, MR FLAI ER ALSO ENQUIRED ADOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF THE m-mnlr_:;u:r,‘ Loy
TAK 1NG MORE REFUGEES FROM HONG KONG. HE -ADDED THAT A HUMBER or
CUMTRIES ROUNID THE WORLD HAD NOT DONE AS MUCH Te HILP, MOTABLY

I LATIN AMERICA. DID THE AMERICANS AGREE ?

5., MR BLAKER SAID WE HAD PUT PRESSURE ON THE VIETHAMESE TO MEWND
THEIR WAYS, AND WE HAD RAISED THE MATTER WITH THE SOViLE :
JUTHORITIES. WOULD THE AMERICANS CONSIDER RAISING THE MATTER WiTH
THE SOVIET UNION?

6. I RESPONSE CHRASTOPHER SAID THAT THE US GOVERMMENT ADMIRED

THE EFFCRTS OF THE UK .AND IN PARTICULAR OF HOHG KotG, BUT THE US
VAS ALSO STRETCHING ITSELF TO THE LIMIT BY ACCEPT G SCME SEVLN
THOUSAND REFUGEES PER MONTH FROM SOUTH-CAST ASIA. HEW LEGISLATIGH
WAS BEFORE COMGCRESS DESIGHED TO MAKE 1T POSSIBLE FOR LfnbER RUMBERS
OF REFUGEES TO ARRIVE AT ONE TIME IN THE UNITED STATELS. BUT AS

Fﬁﬁ AS PHCREASING THE OVERALL HUMBERS WAS CONCERHED ¢ UBLIC OP $NIOH
IN THE UNITED STATES WOULD NOT STAND FOR MORE.

T7. 0N THE RGACHBANK CHRISTOPHER SAID HE WOULD SEE 'IF “THEY COULD -
BE HELPFUL. OHE DIFFICULTY WAS THAT THE AMERICANS VWERE CONSISTENTLY

; U'EAWRASSED BY THE EFFORTS OF THE TA{WANESE AUTHORITICS TO
TRANSLATE THE UNOFFICIAL RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE TwQ COUNTRIES
PNTO Al CTFIC!\[ CHE. THE AME "RICANS HAD TO CHOOSE WITH CARE THE
ISSUES WHICH THEY RAISED VITH THE TAIWANESE AUTHORITIES,

8, ON THE QUESTION OF RAISING THE MATTER WITH THE SOVIET
COVERMMENT CHRISTOPHER SAID THAT IN VIEW OF THE PRESIDENT’S
CONCERN OVER HUMAN RIGHTS, AND IN PARTICULAR THE QU LoTlUN OF-
B11GRATION FROM THE SOVIET UNION, ANY REPRESENTATIONS WOULD NEE
TO BE HANDLED VERY CAREFULLY. HE REFERRED TO THE UNHAPPY HISTORY
OF EMiGRATION FROM GERMAHY IN THE 19335.

9. NEWSOM NOTED THAT THE AMERICANS WERE NCT SATISFIED WITH THE
EFFORTS OF THE UN HIGH COMMISSIOHWER FOR REFUGEES. THEY WOULD BE
PRESSING HIM TO DO MORE, N PARTICULAR TO IDCNTIFY OTHER COUNTRIES
WHICH MIGHT IMPROVE THEIR PIRFORMANCE. THEY HAD ALSO MADE SOHE

T REPRESENTATIONS TO THE VIETHAMESE BUT HERE AGAIN WITHOUT PROMISING
RESULTS. SOME VIETNAMESE WERE HINTING THAT 1T WAS THEIR OBJECTIVE
T0 SEE ALL €06,500 ETHNIC CHINESE LEAVE VIETNAM,
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1. NEWSOM ALSO SAID THAT SOME OF THE LARGER SHIPS CARRYING
VIETNAMESE REFUGEES APPEARED TO ORIGIHNATE IN HONG KONG, OR AT
LEAST TO YAVE SOME HONG KONG CONNECTIONS. MR BLAKER SAID THAT
WULD LCOK INTO THIS,

11. IN CONCLUSINY MR DLAKER EMPHASISID THE URGENCY OF THE
ROACHBANK CASE. HE ADDED THAT IF THE INFLOW OF VIETNAMESE
REFUGEES CONT INUED WE WOULD HAVE TO LCOK AGAIN AT OUR PCLICICS

OHCLUSION

12. CHRISTOPHER AND NEWSOM WERE BOTH CLEARLY SYHPATHETIC WITH OUR
PROBLEMS, AMD PARTICULARLY WITH THOSE OF HOMG KOHG, NEWSOM
CUBSTQUENTLY TELEPHOMED TO SAY THAT THE AMERICANS WILL AT ONCE
MPPROACH THE TAIWAN AUTHORITIES ON THE RCACHBAMK, THOUCH HE CGULD
M)T SAY HOYW SUCCESSFUL THEY WOULD BE. HOWEVER, IN THE LIGHT

OF CHRISTOPHER’S OTHER CCMMENTS, WE WOULD BE UNUISE TO EXPECT TCO
FULH FROM THE US ON THE WIDER PROHLCn HOMG KORG FAbES?
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