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Thank you f o r sending me a copy of Mr Enoch Powell's d r a f t 

speech due to be d e l i v e r e d t h i s evening! 


I t i s evident from the t e x t t h a t he i s n o t ^ i n f a c t a s s e r t i n g 

t h a t the Government has reached some s o f t ~ o f s e c r e t d e a l w i t h 

the Government of the Republic: he i s merely r a i s i n g the s p e c t r e 

of i t . I t can be no coincidence t h a t the speech i s being c i r ­

c u l a t e d i n advance of the OUP's Exe c u t i v e Committee meeting t h i s 

evening. The speech t h e r e f o r e f a l l s i n t o place as a r a t i o n a l i s a ­

t i o n of the OUP's ( i n p r a c t i c e , Mr Powell's) d e c i s i o n not to 

attend the Conference, and i s i n p a r t perhaps an attempt to 

alarm the DUP by c o n j u r i n g up an i l l u s o r y t h r e a t to the Union. 

Nothing, of course, could be f u r t h e r from the t r u t h . 


We cannot stop Mr Powell d e l i v e r i n g the speech (which w i l l i n 

any case a l r e a d y be i n the hands of the p r e s s ) , and i n h i s present 

s t a t e of mind i t would be f o l l y to t r y : something worse would 

r e s u l t . Taking account of Mr Powell's f u r y a t the c a l l i n g of a 

conference, and the f a c t t h a t he i s not i n terms a c c u s i n g the 

Prime M i n i s t e r of making a " s e c r e t d e a l " w i t n tne Republic, Mr 


I A t k i n s suggests t h a t there i s l i t t l e point i n p u t t i n g Mr Gow up 
to t a c k l e Mr Powell. For reasons which we cannot f u l l y understand, 
Mr Powell i s a t present looking hard f o r c o n s p i r a c i e s and h i n t s 
of deception, and such an approach could go wrong. As evidence 
of t h i s , the speech r e f e r s to the Boundary Commission's r e p o r t 
having been def e r r e d a t the Prime M i n i s t e r ' s i n s t i g a t i o n . You 
w i l l know t h a t t h a t i s untrue: the Commission simply took longer 
than expected to reach agreement. Their^pfeportj^iO" ready, and 
w i l l be published on 8 January (but t h a t must not be announced ­
the date i s a matter Tor the Commission). 

The l i n e we propose to use i n response to questions about the 

speech i s quite simply t h a t there i s no t r u t h whatsoever i n 

Mr Powell's suggestion of a s e c r e t d e a l w i t h the Government of 

the Republic, and the sequence of events over the l a s t month or 

two r e q u i r e s no such assumption to be made. On the penultimate 
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paragraph of h i s "open l e t t e r " , when Mr Powell says t h a t 

t e r r o r i s m i n U l s t e r cannot be bought o f f by c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 

changes, we s h a l l make i t c l e a r t h a t my S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e 

e n t i r e l y agrees, and has s a i d so repe a t e d l y - most r e c e n t l y 

a t the end of h i s statement announcing p u b l i c a t i o n of the 

White Paper, and during Questions yesterday. 


As we agreed on the telephone, I leave i  t to you to pass 

t h i s on to the Paymaster General's o f f i c e . 


> 


R A HARRINGTON 
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