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J& HAVE JUST BEEN Cl!ﬂ“ A COPY OF A LETTER DATED 1g JULY

FRCM. ?DLJlDE”* NYERE TO THE PRIFE MINISTER THE CRIGINAL

OF ”HICW WE UWPL<DT:‘D ”iLL BE HAMBDED OVER It LONDON.

TEXT: AS. FOLLE S

DEAR MRS THATCHER,

YOU WILL BY NOW HAVE RECEIVED FROM THE BRITISH HICGH COMMISSIONER

TO TANZANIA A REPORT ABCUT MY EXPRESSIOM OF CONCERMN OVa: BRITAIN?’S
PHODESHA POLICY AFTER | HAD LISTENED TO PRESS REPCRTS OF YOUR,

OuiN REMARKS 1IN AUSTRALIA.

I HAVE MrvhnTHfL SS DECIDED TO WRITE TO YOU BECAUSE | AWM VERY
AIXIOUS THAT THERE SHOULD BE NO MISUNDERSTANDING BETWEEN.US ON
A MATTER WHICH 1S SO VERY IMPORTANT TO MY CCUNTRY AND TC AFRICA
GEMERALLY. IT [S MY DESIRE, AND THE DESIRE OF MY GOVERNMENT, TO
COOPERATE WITH THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT iN BRINGING AN END TO THE
WAR IN RHODESIA AS RAPIDLY AS POSSISLE IN THE ONMLY WAY THIS CAN
B2 DOXE ~ THAT $5. “BY THE ACHIEVENENT OF A ?LHL TRANSFER O~ POWE!
TO THE MAJORITY BY PEACEFUL MEANS,

AS | EXPLAINED TO LORD HARLECH, VWE ACCEPT THAT THERE IS A NEW
REALITY N RHODESIA NOW THAT BISHOP MUZCREWA HAS BEEN MADE

PRIME MlN?STER. TO THE UMINITIATEI AVD ONLY CASUALLY |FTERE°TED
MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC ir MAY NOW (AS D‘ TINCT FROM BEFORE) APPEAR
THAT WAJOQ'TY RULE HAS BEEN ATTAINED., BUT NEITHER THE TAMZf"&N
MOR THE BDRITISH COVERNMENT ‘3 SO [GNO3ANT. WE BOTH KNOW THAT
T"“f.‘."uhﬁl ITUT‘CL‘I UNDER WHICH B!”i'\" MUZOREWA SITS IN HI PRIN
MINISTERIAL OFFICE 1S NOT ONE WHICH COULD BE ACCEPTED BY M!Y
DEMOCRAT AS IMVOLVING A REAL TRANSFER OF POWER FROM THE n! ORITY
TO THE MAJORITY. BEFCRE THERE CAN 3E ANY HOPE OF A NEGCTIATED
FEACE IN THAT COUNTRY, THER EFOQh, Pﬁdg? C""TINUTIQWAL CHANGES
WiLL HAVE TO BE INTROGUCED AND €

- ELECTIONS WILL HAVE 7O BE ACCEFPTED BY ALL FA?T!ES 70 THE CO?.‘FL‘CT:

/l HAD NCT
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‘1 HAD NOT BEEN ANTICIPATING ANY MAJOR DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 2RITAIT)
AND TAUZANIA ON THIS POINT. | FULLY REALISE THAT YOUR COVERNMENT
GIVES A HIGH PRICRITY TO ?BRINGING RHODZSIA TO LEGAL INDEPENDENCE ..
UNDER CONDITICNS OF THE WIDEST POSSIBLE INTERNATIONAL RECOGHITION" 4
BUT RHODESIA 1S A MATTER OF HIGH PRICRITY FOR TANZANIA ALSO, AND
THERE DOES NOT SEEM TO ME TO BE ANY AUTOMATIC CONFLICT BETWEE!
YOUR O3JECTIVE AHD AFRICA’S DETEMINATION ON MAJORITY RULE BEFORE
INDEPENDENCE.. | HAD THEREFORE BEE! HOPING THAT, AFTER THE
CONSULTATIONS WHICH YOUR GOVERNMENT HAS BEEN HOLDING WITH AFRICAN
STATES AND THE UNITED STATES OF A“ERICA, BRITAIN WOULD BE COMING
TO THE CO¥MONWEALTH CONFERENCE WITH THE KIND OF DRAFT COUSTITUTION
'FOR RHODESIA WHICH WOULD BE GENERALLY RECOGNISED BY ALL MEVBERS
AS GIVING GENUIHME MAJORITY RULE TO RHODESIA. THERE 1S CERTAINLY
NO REASON WHY SUCH A CONSTITUTION SHOULD MOT INCLUDE SOME
PROVISICNS DESIGHED TO ASSUAGE REASONABLE FEARS OF THE WHITE
AND ASTAN MINORITY CITIZENS ABOUT THEIR FUTURE SECURITY.

| HAD ANTICIPATED FURTHER THAT THERE wOULD BE NO GREAT DIFFICULTY
ABOUT REACHING AGREEMENT AT THE COMMONWEALTH OM SUCH A
PRCPOSED CONSTITUTION SEMICLN BRITAIN HAS GREAT EXPERIENCE AND
CERTAINLY UNDERSTANDS THE INCONSISTENCY OF MAJORITY RULE AND MANY
MAJOR PROVISIONS 1M THE EXISTING SALISBURY COMSTITUTION. IT
WOULD SUBSEQUENTLY BE THE WORK OF BRITAIN AND HER FRIENDS TO GET
THESE PROPOSALS ACCEPTED IN § ﬂLnsauqv AND OF . AFRICAN STATES

TO USE THEIR INFLUENCE TO THE SAME END ON THE PATRIOTIC FRONT.

YET. IT IS QUITE OBYVIOUS THAT A 3RITISH ANNOUNCEMENT THAT IT
INTENDS TO LIFT SANCTIONS COME WHAT MAY, 1S QUITE INCO'PATIBLE
WITH ANY HOPES OF GETTING A END TO THE YAR THROUGH AN AGREED
OLUT!O” SALISBURY WOULD KNOW THAT IT SIMPLY HAS TO BE

ISTIMATE UNTIL NOYENMBER, WHEM T WOULD GET WHAT IT WANT3S AND
htEDS. THE PATRIOTIC FRONT WOULD REGARD BRITAIN AS HAVING
DECLARED ITSELF TO BE A SUPPORTER OF 1AM S¥ITH AND BISHOP HUZOREWA,
HD WOULD DISREGARD AMY SUGGESTIONS IT MADZ. ZAMBIA AND
MOZAMBIQUE ~ AND ALSO TANZANIA = YOULD NATURALLY DRAW THE
COHCLUSION THAT BRITAIN IS UNCONCERNED AZOUT RHODESIAY ATTACKS
ON THOSE IMNDEPENDENT COUNTRIES AMND INDEED IS MILLING TO INCREASE

 THE POWER CF RHODESIA TO CARRY OUT SUCH ATTACKS.

N /I DO UNDERSTAND
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»

| DO UNDERSTAND THE POLITICAL PROBLEM WHICH WILL FACE YOUR
.ovamwem IF, IN NOVEYBER, YOU HAVE COME TG THE CONSLUSION
THAT SANCTIONS CANNOT YET 3E LIFTED. BUT YOURCOYVERMMENT HAS A
AJORITY 11 THE BRITISH PARLIAMENT, AND ON THIS 1SSUE YOU wOULD
HAVE LABCUR PARTY SUPPORT. A FAILURE TO REHEW SANCTIONS COULD
ONLY RESULT FROM A DELIBERATE DECISION 0! THE P4’T OF YOUR
GOYERNMENT. YOUR POSITION IS IN THIS RESPECT DIFFERENT FROM
THAT OF PRESIDENT CARTER, WHO HAS NONETHELESS MADE CLEAR
THE INTENTION OF HIS ADMINISTRATION TO FIGHT FOR THE POWER TO
ABIDE BY HIS COUNTRY*S INTERNATIONAL OSLIGATIONS IN THE INTERESTS
OF PEACE. FOR IT IS OF COURSE A FACT THAT ALTHOUGH BRITAIN
INITYATED THE PROPOSAL AT THE UNITED NATIONS, SANCTIONS AGAINST
RHODESIA ARE NOW A UNITED MATIONS MATTER ARD UNDER INTERNAT IONAL
LAY CAN ONLY 2E WITHDRAUN BY THE DECISION OF THE UNITED NATICNS.
A DECISION BY YOUR GOVERNMENT TO LIFT SAHCTIONS CAN ONLY BE A
DELIBERATE AMD UNNECESSARY DEFIANCE OF WORLD OPINION GEMERALLY -
AID AFRICA IN PARTIGULAR.

| HAVE EXPLATMED TO YOUR HIGH COMMISSIONER THAT | DO HOT
NDERSTAND THE DISTINCTION YOU WERE QwoonTED AS MAKING IN
AUSTRALIA JETWEEN RECOGHITION OF RHODSSIA - WHICH | UNDERSTAHND
YOU SAID MIGHT COME LATER = AND THE LIFTING OF SANCTIONS, IF
THERE 1S AN ACADEMIC DISTINCT]O! TO BE MADE AT ALL — AND IT 1S
ONLY ACADEZNIC = IT WOULD SEEM TO ME TO IMPLY A FOSSIBILITY
OF RECOCNISING RHODESIA BUT CONTINUING SANCTIONS, AND NOT THE
OTHER WAY ROUND, FOR SAMCTIONS WERE IMPOSED AS A MARK OF THE
INTERNATIONAL UNACCEPTABILITY OF MINORITY RULE IN RHODESIA,
CO¥BINED WITH BRITAINIS INCAPACITY OR UNYILLINGHESS TO CARRY CUT
M.ONE ITS LEGAL ?cfoov IBILITY TO I1NSTITUTE CHAGE IN THAT COLONY.
THE PRESENT RHODESIAN CONSTITUTION HAS NOT CHAMGED THE WORLD’S
JUDGEMENT, FOR IT is GENERALLY RECOGHISED BY THOSE |NTERESTED
AS MERELY PUTTING A BLACK FRONT TO WHAT 1S BASICALLY THE SAME
POWER SITUATION,

MADAM PRIME MINISTER: | WOULD LIKE TO REPEAT WHAT | SAID AT
THE PEGIENING OF THIS LETTER. IT §S THE EARNEST DESIRE OF MY
COVERNMENT TO MAINTAIN AND INDEED TO STRENGTHEN THE FRIENDSHIP
RiD COOPERATICN BETWEEN OUR THO COUHTRIES., THE TERRIBLE WAR 4N
RHODESIA NEEDS TO BE BRQUGHT TO AN EHD AS QUICYLY AS POSSIILE.
IT HAS ALREADY CAUSED TOO MUGH .SUFFERING.

i e /1 VEKY MUGH
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I VERY MUCH HOPE THA AT 1S THE ! ITENTION OF YOUR GOVERNMENT TO SEEX
TO COOPERATE VITH AFRICA TO TH!S EYD, AND *“?T THE REPORTS OF
YOUR WORDS IN AUSTRALIA GAVE A FALSE IMPRESSIO IF SC 1 CAll
ONLY APOLOGISE FOR WRITING THIS LETTER, AND ﬁbSL?E YOU THAT
THERE WILL BE NQ LACK OF RESPOMNSE FROM TAMZANIA,  AHD INDEED !
CLOSE THi1S OVER-LONSG I ZTT R WITH SOAE CONFIDENCE SEMICLN FOR
| CANNOT BELIEVE THAT RITAIN WISHES TO DEFY AFRICA AND THE WORLD
IH THE i”T(?LSTo ONLY OF SUPPORTIHNG A CONST!TUTiCJ |M RHODESIA
wWHICH ENTRENCHES RACIALIST PRIVILEGE B BEHIND THE CAMOUFLAGE

R SUPCRTIL%PLIY DEHOCRATIC VENEER.

| SEND MY PERSCNAL GOOD WISHES TO YOU. YOURS SINCERE
QULIUS K HYERERE.
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