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1.

The Basis of Conservebism

Conservetism oa en ottitudo of mind 1s ususlly ocomparcd to

' tha doetrinoire nppronchaos to politics in the form of Tinstinet

7, Toamon' or frough common-ganse v, intelledtunliam!, That is
to say thet both some conserwetives end thelr opponents censider
that the conservetive refuscs to eccept radleal peolicies which
are mer:ly the loglenl produsts of his own premigos, not because
he thinks the :mgumant 13 folse, but becouse he finds the rcoults
digtastofu]l end defends hig oppozition beeause his 'common-scnsat
talle bim thet the policy is impracticeble, Conservatism is
thus $hought to be 'irpationalt in the popular sonse of the wom.
which Iz unfortunstely noar to pig-heoded. Yot the fundamcntal
promioos of the logpical systeme such sn Rouscan's "Hen is born
freo” and the revolutiomary 1all men ore equel! ape purcly
omotiortl o priori statements, while conservatism is bagod on
velicfs tht hove proved valuabla in higtery, Furshermore, to -
en incrensing oxtent, modorn payehology and medern ragearsh into
the historizal structure of poclaty [ including for examplo tho
opnalytie side of Marxlam) supperts the conscrvative position,
ont of socpticism in faee of the claima of pura roeason, The
conaervetive denlve that recson can giva a reaessarily corroct
answer to tho dilemmng of sacioty, an abaclutely v21id golution
to the praoblems of stote structure and evaryday bohoviour and
1s frevitably scepticnl of mmn's ubllity to produce by logle
alono o at-tement of either the 1doal state ar the future ceurse
of cvents, The use of rerson 15 inherent in mon but it 15 not
Teezanchle, frnocd wisthy prst hlrtary end modarn analysos o
thought rrocesses, £0 plase unduc bruct in Fhe pradictioms or

logilelene nr to eceoept th: prealses ol deduetive arpuments ne
netosgserily truc.

II. The eseentinl eorollery to-intellectunl scoptlclam ia an

emplricnl eprrozch to practienl problems. The chorsctoristics
of the empiricsl method oro, First, thet in eny perticular case
21l av~ilable 8:ta iz relevant rnd nothing clsg, such a2
emotional prrsonal prodilection is; -sogond, thet ony gendral
gtatoment in explenation of thy evidence that may be errived ot
18 ‘mever meee then o hypothosis, It implies that, focod with
any particular preblom the following propesltions will bo
considered in reaching 2 deeisien,

l' {1} Past cxperlonce Lz tho beels for working out
any polley.

l (11) Tha %nown Werkable 1 Erore:ruble to the
thenrctianl improvemont, :

This asceond polnt 1a inhorent in any aystem in which Ley

{h.h.y lrrovotable change will requirs o higher degree of probability

cf 1t belng benofioclal before being carrled into effoct Hhan
w11l e reversible policy deeision,

(111} For making judgmnts, treditional waluos should
be used instead of genoral dogmum, Fhoso must ke
reinterorcted by ecach gancration, - ,

Velugs of some gort mest enter into =ny ~ct of Intelligence,
Fep exzmple, n purely selentific Judgment aueh asz that Copornican
estrencory is prefernble te Ptolomaic depards ultimntely on ockamls
ragor, the 'value’ being the stetement Ehat the slmpler ie bottor
then the mere complisnted. The ompirletst wses traditicggT——
‘velues, 1.e, those which have survived the toat of history and
hawe -thusz nn experimental atanding, bocsuse only thus can the
erbitrary e priort factor be roduced %o w miniimm, obricusly
alnec the ovidence aveilabic, higtery, Wwill changs from



.bo generction so must the inkerpretation wnd avloction of
traditisnal veluas, 4 stefemant of values suweh 3. the first
privnciple below clearly resembles o dogmu, tut 1s acecptoble
to tho empiricist, not ns o self-evident truth, but 23 o
tragitional value tested by the wholc rocerd of Eurcpoon
civilisntlon frem the Greck ety to the present dey,

(tv) Concrets particulars are & bottor besls than
gangz-nl 1dans,

(v} Expert sclentific oplniom and planning im compatible )
with conservatism sc long os it deals with ¢ prriiculdr problem,

Phe predictions of cxperts tend to hove n probebility ratis (
in lnverse propertion to the scope of the problem, This 1g an
inovitnble reeulf of the solentific mothod with its depundeneo
‘on the elimination of thu varlable, Further, in overall
quostions, as the oolentific logic becamas inapplicable by the

‘nature 2ne veguonues of th: evidence ac o .priori promisca are
intircduced to roduoe the varlablos tnvalidabing the wholc
position. :

TII. The follewing tdorived principles' may te considered as
obtalped by She conservotive appronch to the presont nlstorinsl
situation, Traditional voluea 1n tho scnse used above arc
arelicd to the ovidence of the past, In contradistinction to
the ooave, which hes boen concorned with defining the ot 62 Cnde
of mind, Ihe corponch of a conaervative, these rictoments tre
an sttempt of drowlng the broad omtline of present day
conservetiam in this country, The list is not 1n any sense
contlusive - acch and every ccnaorvative must Formmulate his
own, alightly differirg, rrineiples for himself - but dnca
cim ot covering tho mest important polnts in so far es thet
can be done without raising divergence in the party.

{1) The individual's capacity for londing tho good 1ifc shall
be tho ultimato corlfcrion of any rolley. .
Gorellnries to thia are;-
{e) Thet the individusl 1s more fmportent than the asystom,
(b} Ho polley wlll bo of usc which iz brscd on a disrcgard.
of huwman naturo, .

In eddition to the point wentioned %n IT ($41) 1t ehould bo .
noted that thero 19 no cmplrioal evidence ak 211 for the
exlstioneo, cithor oa'e renl cutity or a3 o true goncaption, of
the mystioc sommunity, statc or nation thet figumes in all syetcms
oppesed to this principle, suoh aa the Hagi,

{11) There 1s ho reason to balieve thot the inercase in moteriat
teehnique 1s parallolled by an tooressc in humon happiness.

(111} Individual enterprise is-the uninipring

g of 011 gogeat.,
(iv} Privete Proporty is Sesirable on t:he':_.‘oi].ovying_groundag-'

{a) It cnooursges Individusl Entarpriso,,. - .
{b} It induces n sense of vesponsibility fn the individuni.
(e} It 1s the most effockive safe-guard of poracnal libarty.
(d) It cncourngos stability in socioty. - .

Private property ia only desipable on tha'sbnv_é groundsa
nroeifad 3t 4o Atatmitibed gm mtdedw nn meosiboe . Sootbo

A i




Beelg of Conservotiam (econtd,)

(vi) Conscrvotive peliey, fur the ceme reacom, 18 netienal
and 1g therofore uet primerily concerned with scetional inkereats,

{v11) The rate of chnnge 1ln conserwetism gorrearends to evolution
rather thon revelution but 1s nome khe leas poal.

(vii1) 1In eny elected zusembly the mimbors shall be conaiderod
the represcntativez, not the delegetus of thoir cloctorg,

The rressnt M P, ds, of eonrse, to gome extent = delegnta
in c£a for as he ecnsidere himself dalegnted £ carry out a
Tmondate!, 0n the other hand the parliamentsry party drews up
the platferm thot hecomes the memdate ~nd however mich we mey,
with e Trt-ur majerity, rogret 1% at the momont, conservatlves
should besitete long befeorc mbendonmlng so well cstnblishod n
ecnservitive rrinciple which the evidance of contincntnl nnd

union srecmblies suggests 1s essentlel to efficlent democratic
govornment,

(12} The prineirla af the Rule of Law. That ia:-

(¢} 2 sutherity, peroon or scetlon of the commanity shall
e exeopt’ from the law of the land, i

fey ¢ future legislation shell be in recordonce with the |
tredition of Common Law and ostablished Stetuta Loy,

Thiz important, but extremoly difficult polnt heas ag for '
tcficd elagop definition,” Tt 218 felt that the two statemonty /‘
eonctitute ne more then the bere minioum ond thot for most /,:
annecTvetives o stironper wording would be more aprlicable, B
{x) Boclaty ig composcd of o mubbor of interlocking nstosintions
of which tgc State 48 the chief. The povar of tho Stato and
stete-controlleod organisationa shall not Yo greator than the

sum of the powers of the other.sasgeintiona,

A stetoment of the vory cutaide 1limit in oteto- power.



The Reli of the Senscrvative Perty todny

T. The cffact of the July genorel slestion wog %o change the
rele ef the rarty, This change is fer mord, redleal thon ig
reelised ag yub within the perty. ' It s supggeatsd that’ this
goneral cleetien merks a2 turning polnt dn the political developr
of the asuntry cquivaleont to the ¢leatlion of the rcferm perllam
of 1851 and thet e reordcntetion of conmervotiam within the
frace-work of tha ¢,20 atate guch ag that carried ocut by Pacl
Will be neecassry if the farty is to 2vold annihilatlon, 1t 1
bighly dzngoraus to ¢nnalder this defeat 80lely na = normal swi:

of the pendulom, theugh thils wes, of eourse, o contributing fag'

II. The rele of His Majcatyis Oprosition 18 only sceond in
impertence in the parllame ntery geveramont of the sountry to
thrt of th: ministcpial rarty.  This role e played by
influencine the goveromont and Fublic opfulzn in the country by
the cenatitutl~nnl means at its disposel, such ag propagande ond
the meintenence of ite srganization im the eountry, pertfcipati
In dehate .cnd on committeas in tho house £nd recistanco to 111~
conaidered legislatiecn,

“enco tht ehicf duty of the parlismontary opposition 1g
eriticiam in 1ts full muaning, The strangth =nd method of -
critielzm mey %o cloasified in threo min categorica:

(1) Zince nntionel unit--, rarticularly in the progent cmerpecn.
iz = faefar <of surrene lmpertenee, in cosey whers the povirnrent
14 P17 eorrring out the wendnta given it by tha clectopnte
erd ng pepsrds whet my be bermed tadmlmdatrativa lcgielatinn‘,
eritiedem should to holpful snd not factlous, but in acoordenes
with eonscrvative principles, -

1i) In ersce where the governmont 18 oxcredlng its mandate
eriticiam chowld be strong nnd voeal until such €imc a8 tho
foeling of the sountry on the guostion has been made elosr,

(13£) Tn the casc of leglsliation constitutisg a permanent
threat to tndividunl or cehstitutionnl Mberty it is the duty or

the oppeaition ta uac 0very roscible weapon of resistenec
without tHought of comeronise,

111, To ¢orry out its duty the opresition should;-

(1) 8tudy to keop abreast with 211 current Troblems ond werk
Nt its cwn solutions tg them $n cocordance with the basie
ocnacrvative primaiplen, . Ta dg thia aoffontively 1t mugt Tirst
ostabliah 1ts private fact«finding amd reamarsh organisation
within thé perty, It wust slao be wmmen eladror then in the
tant an te whnt fta breole ‘rrinciples are.

. ) oounfry

($1) 8inoe tt %5 ghe Tight of o minority tn o frec/to ghew tnt
& mlority 1t 1s 2180 1te cloar duty to'put 1ts altarsstive poll
~ thek 1s the aclutions reforred to 1n {1) above oo-ordinatod by
ita gomeral prineiples - bofore the publMe with all tho toroe at
ito d%aposnl, A gorollary to this is 1tg doty Yo sec that the
etakes wmade by ths govornmoemt ore brought home to the publia,

v, The clectoral dofeat and tha Gonsequent pericd 1in opproeitin
constitutes & unique opportanity Lo hones-aleaningt withip
ot party Ltaelf, The tendoncy Lo use bhre Pact to wrove that
the defiat wan 0ally to the ndvantoge of songservetism ia
™ deplorable tutMs none the Ioss the uty of the party €0 Srow
whet Ineidentel ndventage It eum from tha disaster,




Wule of tha. CimMBYrvative party <.Ouwy {oontd.)

Tho threw main subjects susseptible to muoh trestmont arci-

(1} Poldey. .
Censervative policr hoa coms to mean 1n the eyes of the public
1little mor- thap 2 sorice of rdminlatrotive solutions to particular
croblems, corrolsted 1n cerifzin ficlds by o faw unrce soplng
rrc judices opd tho sulfleh interosts of the menlvd—olssaos, It
this cxtiomely deomeging vivw iz to be refuted 1t is casantinl thet
th: rolatisn tetwe-n cversll reliey =nd the various solutions be
fhown epd that the latter bo demonatrably frec from any suspicion
vf ermpromise beiwsen patiensl end sectisnel inturests, Whopo
Lobour and Songervetive are in general ngroement it must bo proved
thet the resultsnt rolley i a1 compurvativa policy, deriwed from
conacrvetive ond nat soslalist primciples If these elaoh.

{11) Personnel,

After rny mojor chrnge in its situation a rarty is bound t- reyiew
the ability ¢t 1ts dlsposel for £11iing the key posts in tha
reprndsstise 2nd o earry out » redigbribution anong its wsiicug
sceblons,  Tki: 1s partlewlorly macessory in the rresent
inntnnece in view of

(2) she leng tenure of power by the pnrty with . the

inevitable tondency to promote fasfot peracnalitics,
(v} tro mepnitude of the dafect demonatrating beyond

gucztion the losr of comtnot between the conbral party
and th. rublic,

Cn thu
the refjeetl
i

ir

Ather hend thie doc8 not imply intermweino strdfo and

r »f cortoedn cootlona in the rarty, sinoe in = minzrity
HOrT LNTR GVRr meovesary to prosorve tootiosl unlty omo

the very wapying shades of conneervakiam, Tha avoseax oi' [1-%)
Liborsl Perty in aotablishing orthedoxy ot tho cxpomee of numbars
world not be difficult to imltato,

(1i1) organiaction,
A rothir eomplacent orgeniastlon deaigned for defenca will
cbvieusly be wnfitted for ngrrosaton egainst odda.

The presant comcletoly dominent position of the Conacxrvebive
ferty in the Howse of Lerda, If abuaed, could aastily lced to the
less of. gn cxbremcly valuntlie rart of Prrliament. The House of
Lords majority should not be ueed for obstruction, The Houao
should contlnue ita proscut funstlon as a aovrge of 4nformed
spuelelist coriticlam,

Ti. Ip relcoticn to taking offlee
he partg must bo preopamed o teke office #s scon as, but
1

not btefore 1t 8 the aupport of s m? jority of tublis opinion,




Stes. Tokoenal Pojiny,

T The speeial poaition nnd Tunctlons of a university
political associntion,

Tho dmportunco of $he universitias in bthe 11fe of tha mauulmy
1z elearly much 22 than cnn be ﬂstiﬂcd on s nurerical op even
gconenle basis. Yhis is the result the firet place of tho faok
that n wen's time as sn ondorgraduate Talla dn the yoars during whiech
he works out his puncral priuciplus for himgelf, Thab is, withoot
undorvalnine, the pevronenk offuet of the garlier poriod or danylng,
that one's wnole 1ife 15 in o sense Toducation’, tha univeraity paried
ie thet in whion h: first accopbe oplnions ard views as mattera to ba
decided on his mvn yalucs and not as iven by responsible authority,
The boy is not compatunt to Adjudge thu posibion taken up by hieg parenta
and teachora and in fack very seldom dnas an, The undergraduataa,iadlma
though his eritisisa oftoen is,doss fzul entficlently expsrienced te do
A0.At the obner the routinn of a cavesr Sopether with the laok of
facilitios for wwesrioe inforised opinion,couplad % the inovitable Josn
of nhsorpbive power, cnauren thnt muact 1oss mental effort will be
direeted ta tris cné.Th,’sucund <¢onefduration in asaaaaing the importancs
of the wniveraivles is fhat thoy,particnlarly the two old foundabions
are the training groond Toptne majority of the future loadors of e
country in cvury Iield, politles,basiness, scienos, religion end 13 serutnug
Whether dirsetly ¢oncerned with polities or not the v%ews of gurh
paople will carry imrense weight in the country and to0 & ver, LR
extent the clliste of the universities is mirrored in the nuin Li¥-
toen ko twert; years later.
oo B View L Ghis specia) meterial it Ls cbviona theb a poiitical.
aazoeiation Ln o uHiversiby such as Uxiord cgnnob be run on the game
1ines an un sxucciation elpewhzre basad on pursly goographical fachera
conbainin: ¢11 azes ond all classes of parsonnsl,with a rairly OIRAng n.
memhership, o must hove 2 mors antonoacus poagition vis &4 : g
parby in repued bo the Tormation of wlews gud polioivs,aven - to i
extent of sivimg a lewd in cerbmin elrcumstances j1t musb,in its
dhbtustion,worl on a rere intelluctual level,particulerly -AnsthestaNntas
Funduscntels videnh can Ly largsly taken ng read aloewheray it orl
putting forward the case of the party and in inﬂuencin% undaré-ﬁ:aduhﬂlh
opinion wust Lo considered as of “eruedsl importamnd o the fuitira
development of Lhe state,
Summarised, the function of the assoeiation should be

(1) To wring adi..ranbs of conservatisin together to crysteliize LHBAD
views and to provide an opportunity fer members of undecldadtupimam
to study conscrvatism,

(ii} 1o provide a dincussion of conscrvative polley- ab an intellsstusl
level from a stand-point independent of the party Lo oxert an
influence an the party, .

{1ii} "o provido an opportunity for training undorgradustos ip
or§anisatinn anil the expreesion of their views.

1v) 4o puk forvard convirdative views in the unlverdity

11 Public Heiablons wiwon tn: Universitby,

tacy betweon GHEN
@ lnporiance oFf eetallishing mach cleacr cond :
Ausonantiolz;pnfsycciully tha exusutive,and ghe Lndividuataﬁnbuguot
g Miv"rﬂiw Bris?%hmth'gart fron g%‘;‘c:?:pg:iet agoituis ngslonger ‘thet
2 ive case wi 2 maxi imim ]
zg‘ngizvggt‘;;.'&nz;and in papt from t];:clxr-caoﬁignﬁatign‘agﬂbg&gﬁg.1:;1
ivities exemplified in this report, J0.C.4,
3253& ngselytlising body o distibet from an organiaatinpigg;e:mmm
talks and gencrsl discuscions to no sek purpua;iit ean ngéntions e
in its present aloofness,The following practicel regonmel e ontly
some extent outsidec the ferms of rafereme given Bn% ht\vaaim o
been reduced 0 o pipimum for discmssion and later formul
ASEAL epur o vmmems -
A.Itm!mhus.;m;ﬁal.that Tar c¢loser liassen. be eatabléshﬁﬂdagggan
0.U.C.A.and sunior mewbsrsa,both wembers Uf_facu.ltias a.nb Efgiug u.:_,.m:u
o (i) in actual Poitl he work,and particularly in ll-} e o, 8
eontrolling the ressarch and fact-finding organisation rofe
tho geetion on the rolc of the parky bo-day.



(14 o rone g cantinul gy h: tho : zsceiation,
{5el) To 20t s informed and responsible erstica.
Al atbompt should ng nwade, Ghorefora
1 ()T rocruit mora senior wmbors cepecially miong: tha oL
WullcRe,

i} To aeke the mastimwn voo of sonlor mombers and junier
craduatos, slich 88 ruzoargh bursoanel end demansraters,in stndy groupa
and the nd hee policy committonn, {In any om0 this ia tha only chnaana
ot fte £ 'cilfi? policlus bolny Suffiolontly based on wxpurt knowisdge
(A R

i) e vnvoup

A sunior sombacs to atiend’ comvitbbae woavihgs,
Ba Gunernl Undarkraduate Updnion,

Fron the party point of vivw the furction of 0.U.C.A, 18 to
B e voeesure on \uider: roduata opinion h{ dissend nating
iows mnd refutiing opposing fallacics, It is Impogsible
setively without knowledgo, Therefare the aim should be
o ou dn cleose fouehn with and sonsitive to undergradus toa
i 'l: ¥ o partioulor guestiens bu £ also oA rognrds the
2L o]
(id) To tw by
“nd in int
{iis

;0 nauess the relrdive importance rumerlenlly.
cnce ol the variocas seetions of' undergrnduats opinion,.
%o reeruii a suitabla menbership

it following mothed Toy cdtabMshing thds lineaen and fox
providing the roguisite datn ig Sugcested, It is pointod out that the
rock efrioierey would not be reached for shout a year, both through

ohe elimin: £icn or L.othing troublos and thraugh o ohaﬁ?e in thy UIL

of puraonul crnec covioeponding o thy al%q:'oﬂ dubiva, purtkoulns)y
nmeng; the ol suereharicg,

0 organiuntion be inustruetod thot 4ta ngn duty
botwenn the exveutive and undergraduste fnipken
-3enta chould meot thely Chllegd Secrotsme

¥ M comrltbe e chould moot feorniphtly to diocusn
Sradante cunctions bo problons of ehrpont poutjﬁﬁ% y
to concider tho repovt o the gonural agont &o—opdi] d :
gaviarod by tho ks and ¢ollago Bocretarics,This will provido e
vreolblve with ~ Tasin fop uotien,
G} I the basils of the work ef the ogents and committoo a
olic, Jor baeckling sootivns of undersradunte opinion chould be
A bhe dnd of onch b n,

n

O, Mombers of the Assccintion,

To 5tuts the need for liaison wiwnin the apscelation ts

t Lo eaying thot the ordinory meober shoulddfecl thab he 4s
Wrinkic  part of an retive body, as didtinct Zrom an individual
who hes poid £or the opportunity 4o attend the sobivitics provided
by an niloef and sanubnt nuthoritarisn organiantion wutside himgolf,
Ta our Cluk jnrgon tha oridinory mombor shopld say Moun nasooiutlinn

¢re snould be no trace of tha Mwo? or "thoy' complex,Mzhy havo .
jedther £h Gite or tha nubl ticn ®6 weTH U b0 Shaaengiy bu # 4l
:im, aonc tae Less, be valuoble unise g the whole, Oensoquently 'the

e ADg e

- (L) To provide a rogegpisadblo ang clcar link bobwooh tlo oxecubive.
~nd the ordincry member, (fg TO emable the erdinary membar o fopl, that
e bas some share in deciding tho policy of the associatien, (iii)'To
deatiribute the datd ang policies proapared by tho agseeiatdon 10 the
ordin,menber so that h;.‘-_ can take an effective part in punting forward e
conservative view-poln: .

"0 urchanism fop Echieving theoo ends is dlscussod in the other: ded tigno
of tais roport amd in that of ‘the Constitutional Subesmmmi tteg,Sumaris: i
Por{i)That =n elactorinl cloment bo be introduced to the exccutive, gau

consg,comittrc)and thet social netdvitlos should be enconroged For (11
2. f,the ctudy group ayston in Seetion 1AL, on rpecific probloms, (b}
hrough the sgantn’liniSon systom whith Shonld Lo explained & the'
eoilogs seex.huries,

For (1ii) Seo nechonism of Iroprgonda,



D MaGany TrtsTrel Pulicy (eonta)

1L -Frapsy 591,
B. Propuzende in the University.

AN ubfoetive gr.,
berr in wind bhe ocunuibing
reogmmunted bhiti-

Ai. poliey in the univarsity muat
=1t with obive. It s thebafore

11} The xecutive, in coauletion with ihe Commitses
shill Gulius on L defing Propeemie polloy for ueoh terms
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