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8" BESTTLTA” L
133RL MEETING

5,00 pem lednieaday, 13th October 1975, in
the derts at the House of

REVESED AGTLA
1,/ Minutes of the 132nd weeting.
) 2, Future Dusiness,
»/ 3, Forthcoming Events,
4, Economic situations
v"5, British Transport Docks {(Felizstowe} Dille

+ Government Advisers. w
',d\
Publication through CEG of selected
Policy Group reports. Q’-.

6, Any other business. ‘/Slﬁmrﬂ{. [

please note that virs, Thatcher's mew office is where the Serjeent at
Arms? office used to be, passed the Prime lilnister's office.
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‘Minutes of the 133rd Meeting held at 5.00 p,m. on-
Wednesday, L3th October 1973, in the Leader's Room -
et the Hiuse of Commons, - ' s
Present:  ©  Mrs, Thatcher (In the Chatr)

Mr. Whitelaw, Sir Keith Joseph,

Lord Carrington Hailsham; -

Mr, Mewdling, 5ir Geoffrey Hows;

Mre Prior, I, , Mte GLlmour,

Mr, Jenkin, Mr. Peyton, :

Hre: St -Jofm—Stwas, kr, Heseltine, »

Wr. Raison, Mr, Maude; . - :

by, Buchanen~Smith, Mr,.Edwards,

Mr, Neave, Mrs pen!‘ua:l.m -
Wr, Biffen, Lo;:doiwmeyeiufto .
Hr. Atldna, Genle R

In attendance: Mr. Higgins, Mr. Gtanley,:
. Mr, Patten, [r, Wicholson.

Mr, Whitelaw, on Dbehalf of his colleapues, congratulated tie
Leader of the Party on her speeches at ths Party Conference and in
tie Economic Debate, and wislied her a happy birthday,

Proposed Businese for the Weelr 18th~25th (ctober

On Monday, loth October, there would be the Second Reading of
tie Weights and Measures (fo. 2) Bill (Mrs. Oppenhieim, lir, Lamont).
This would be followed by Consiceration of tae Methodist Churel
Bill, proceedings oi the Trinidad and Tobago -Republic Bill, and oa
the Resale. Prices Dill (dr. Awdry). .

On Tuesday, 1%th October, Mr, snthony Steen would seel: leave
Lo introduce hls National Sexvice Bill uader the 10 Minute Rule,
This would be followed by the Remaining Stages of tihe Companies
(o, 2) BL11 Qur, Higging) and by Lovrds Amendments to the
Agriculture (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill (iir, Pym, lix, Jopling}.

On Wednesday, 20th Cctober, lx. Tiome would seek leavye to
introduce lifs Eiployment Pretection Act (imendment) (Mo, 2) Bill
under the 10 Minute Rule, This would be followed by a debate on
Seuthern Riodesis (r, daudling) end by a Hotlion on tha ‘Soutiern
Riodesia Act 1255 (Continuation Order),

On Thursday, 21st October, there would be the Remaining
Stages of the Enerpy BLLL (ir. Biffen) and Opposced Private
Business: consideration of the Cromarty Petroleum Owder Confinm-
ation Order,

On Friday, 2ind October, there would be a debate on Agricilture

" (ur, Bym),

O Honday, 25th 0c1:obér, tuere would be a debate on Lrensporc
Policy {Mr. Forsler)}, .
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MALLErS ACESLLLE i) ousbilebn
"7 Thuere was & discussion and the follewing points were epreed:

(1) Rhodesia, We should not vote on the renewal of the
sanctions order, - We should press the Goveymmeut to urge that

1la sctivity should cease inm order to creste an atmosphere
n wilch the success of the Geneva conference on the future of
Rhodesia wight be wmove likaly, We should algo press the Government
for the cigarest possible undertaking that eanctions would be
lifted once an interin government wes established.

{i1) We should not speal or vote against the Cmployment
Protection Aet (Amendment) (No,2) Bill on 20th Gctober as there
wes o likelihwod of this Bi1l procecding further,

(114) . We shéuld mot'wote ou the Cromarty Petroleun Confiru-
stion Okder as it wds indeérstood. that there were differing views
in the Conservative Party“in Scofland on the matter.

- {1v). With regérd to thé Maplih Development Authority
Dissolution) :Bi;l.lg.;hich was, to ge debated m following night- O
14ta Oetpber), we should not.give any indication that we

Eonaidkred that’ €he' Maplin development might be revived in the
uture, | - oo

Fortheoning Events . S

Pending the reorgandsation of the Publicity Department in
Central Office, Mewbers weve requested to contact newspaners
themselves when they wished to malte an important sgeech or state=-
ment, or eslt the respective Resesarci Department officer to do so.

House _of Lords Business

Lord Carrington explained the situation that was developing
regardlng Goverment business Ln the House of Lords and the views
of the Comservative peers, There wes a discussion end Che
following peints wexe agreed: R . B

(1} We should fight the pﬁsent contentious legislation &‘ﬁe
long &s possible and snould endeevour to deny tue Government tin

-in whigl, te obtatn all theix Bills before Hovember 17th wien che

Govermment propesed that t.e new session siwuld comnence.

(ii) The Conservative peers siould endeaveur to obtain
Liberal, cross~Dbench and even Labour support for as many of tueir
amendments to these Dills as possible,

- (111} while if was understood that the situatlion might
change at short notice, tie Shadow Cabinet aﬁreed on the stands
that the Lords siwuld talie on particular bpillsy

CFC i’ublications

It was egreed tiat grest care shwuld be taken about
publishing any policy proup reports, The respective Shadow
spoliesman and Hr, Maude siculd exanine ecach proposal and none
shiould Lo published before tiie Shadow Cabinet hed had time to
consider {t, -

The 'short! lioney
Mrs, Thetcher reported that Mr. Foot wes proposing to increasce

the total funds allocated for tha Parliamentary activities of

Opposition Partiecs (mown as the 'Short? money) by 10% to leep

pace with fnflation, There was a discussion end it was a-wecc

that we should rvefuse this increase.




8. Membeys' Pay
Hembers of the Shadow Cabinet were asked to emsure Ciat tiey
did not inadvertently accept the recent increase in Members® pay
if they were not eli.%ible according to the texms of the
Government's original statement on 12th July,

9. The Fconomic Situation
84r Geoffrey Howe reported In a recent discussion in the
Finance Comnlttee, It was agreed that our alternative economic
%olicy should be spelt out vigorously during the perlod that the
iF wae considering om what terms it would accede to the
Governuent's request for a £2300 million loan.

Tha meeting closed at Ge&45 pam.
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