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4. Published Polls

(a) Gallup (Daily Telegraph 16th Sept 1982)

In addition to the standard 'tracking' questions included in the Daily
Telegraph on 16th September the survey also included details of the results
from a range of other questions.

Gallup asked Alliance supporters how likely it was that they would vote for

the Alliance if it was represented by a Liberal candidate and an SDP candidate.
The following tables show the replies to these two questions analysed by
Liberal and SDP supporters from Gallup's standard voting question:-

Liberal Candidate SDP Candidate

Vote Vote Vote Vote
Liberal SDP Liberal SDP

% % % %

Based on All who would vote

Definitely vote
Probably vote
Probably not
Definitely not

Don't know

The tables show a distimt reluctance on the part of the supporters from both
wings of the Alliance to give whole-hearted support to a candidate not of their
own party. For example, only 52% of SDP supporters would definitely vote for
the Alliance if it were to be represented by a Liberal candidate; while even

3

fewer (41%) Liberals would definitely vote for an SDP candidate.

Gallup also asked the standard question with regard to what the electorate
regarded as the most urgent problems facing the country. They found:-

Most Urgent Problems

Conservative Labour Liberal

Supporters Supporters Supporters
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G 1lup asked 'Do you think there should be. a General Election in the near
uture or should the Government carry on - 43% thought there should be an
elect on soon, 53% that the Government should carry on and 3% did not have
a vie They also asked'Irrespectiwof how you, yourself, will vote, who
do youtthink will win the next General Election? - 58% thought the
Conservatives, 19% Labour, 3% Social Democrats and 1% the Liberals.

Gallup asked for each of the parties whethe ts th I the main parties
united or divided at the present time. The

Labour Party
United
Divided

Don't know

Conservative Party

Jnited
Divided
Don't know
Alliance
United
Divided
Don't know

(b) MORI (The Daily Star 16th Sept 1982)

The Daily Star on 16th September conducted details of a MORI survey conducted in
Gower on 14th September. The survey found 48% claiming they would vote Labour,
22% Conservative, 22% Alliance and 8% Plaid Cymru.

(c) MORI (New Statesman 10

New Statesman on 10th temt included details of a MORI survey
nducted between 1 2 181 MORI asked respondents which party
number of issues. They found:-
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Party having best policies on

2

following issues”

All voters saying

Lab Lib Don't know

Unemployment (%) 32 3 36
Prices inflation (%) 19 29
Pay/wages (%) 26

Trade unions/
Industrial relation (%) 32

Law and Order(%) 14

(d) MORI Panorama 20th September 1982)

The BBC Panorama programme on 20th September included details of a
which found 47% claiming they would vote Conservative, 37% Labour and
the Alliance.

(e) NOP (BUPA 16th September 1982)

BUPA released on 16th September the results of a NOP poll on attitudes to trade
unions conducted between 13th and 18th May 1982. The survey found that most
members of trade unions (64%) as well as most members of the public (61%)
believe that unions should not be actively involved in party politics. A large
majority of union members (81%) and the public (72%) also feel that union
members should have some say as to which political party their levy is paid.
The survey also found that 59% of union members and 53% of the public also
believe that unions should not be working to get a Labour Government elected in
1984. 82% of trade unionists interviewed as well as 72% of the public agreed
with the view that many union leaders tend to be out of touch with their
members. 54% of both union members and the public agreed that on the whole
trade union leaders were well to the left of their members.




