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1eC (76) 125th Meg. SEGRET
Copy Noweleaen

Minutes of the 125th Meeting held at 10.00 a.m.
on Friday, iith July in the Assembly Room at
Central olfice

Present: Mra. Thatcher {in the Chair)

Mr. Whitelaw, 5ir Reith Joseph,
Lord Carrington, Lord Hallsham,
M. Maudling, Sir Geoffrey Howe,
#r, Pym, Mr, Gilmeur, Mr. Jemkin,
Mr. Peyton, Mr, Raison, Mr. Maudae,
Mr. Buchanan-Smith, Mr. Nsave,
v, Biffen, Lord Thorneycroft, -
Mr. Atkins

In attendance; Sir Michael Hevers, Mr. Higgina,
M. Stanley, M;'ratten.
M, ~1as, MC¥ Hicholsen,
Mr. Hoplinsou, Mr. Portillo,
M. Thompsotie:

Apologies: Mr. Prior, Mr. St.John Stevas,
Mr. Heseltine, Mrs. oppenheim.
Race helations and Tuafpration (LCCf76f125)

tir, Whitelaw in introducing the paper outlined the twe
principel pledpes made by previous Conservative Covermments
which set the limits of present policyt _the pledge to holders
of UK passports made at the time of tﬁe independence of certain
East ican countries ard the pl&iﬁe about their dependante
made to those who had imodgrated er tha arrangements that
pravailed before the 1971 Act.  After a wide ranging discussion
the paper was apreed rubject to the following pointsi

(1) We could not repsat.the reception of a mass Influx
puach as followed .the expuleion of the Ugandan Aslans

in 1972, We would press the Government i{o nepotiate
with India, Paiiisten and Banpladesh some arrangements
for dealing with such continpencies in the future.

({1) We remsined committed to perwlt the entry of the
rmnnininE UK passpert holders, provided the total,
repeatedly piven the Government,; of 40,000 remaiued
the cgse, If It were to appear that & aignificantly
larger number of this category were entitlad to emtry,
we should reconsider oux positiena

(111} We should probe the Government for moxe information

as to th: rights of entry of UK citizens who do not
rossess %aasporta. We should also probe reparding the
rights of entry in the future of descendants, not yet
bern, of oxisting passport helders, .
(iv) We would wish our proposal for & reglster of
dependants, which wes currently being examined, to
be settled ane way or the other by the time of the
Party confarence, Tha reglstering of dependants



-2 -

would not necesserily guarsntee or confirm their
right of entry, _a wished to srrive af a
conclusion es to the total likely to enter, and in
the lirht of this total would decide about the rate
of entry to be permittad,

Enerpy (1LCC/74/125)

' ™r, Biffen introduced the Interim report and there was

a discussfon, The paper was EE%EQ_ gubjact to the point that
within the terms of Mrs. ThatcherVs comnitment to denatlonalise
the BYCC, we accepted that there was a role for such an

apency provided that, like thd adninistrative np%aratua we
propcsed to replace the NEB, it sought to sell off as nany

of its gesets as possible tecilitste the intreduction of
private capitsl into the :f.nduacry anc¢ operate on a non=
political basis.

Apricuirure (LOG/73:f12C) .

Mr. Pym introduced a paper and there was a discussion,
in which the propesais were ggrged, subject to Che followingt

{1) The propcsal to set Uplands Managewment Units
in Section 3 raised the problem of extra cAUCTACY
and should be discussed further In conjunctien with
Mr. Reison's Local Government Group. In these
discussions, we would examine firther ways of
abolishing or streamlining urmecessary planning or
wdminietrative machinery.

(i1} He ehould investigate what {eultural produce
we imported from other countries which we might
otherwise be able to produce in Britain.

(111) Ye should press the Government to declare thelir
poaition reparding the possibility of renegotiation
of tha CAP in the context of multl-pational trade
negotiations. We should consider having a Supply Day
on the whole subject of International Trade negotistions
and would ctherwise use Question Time for this purposa.
ta should find out what agricultural produce the US
wmight wish to export to the Commmmity.

(1v) Wa were committed to set up an enquiry into the
workings of the legislation on agricultural holdinge
when we reached Goverrment,

(v) We should seel: to move towards J-yesr avaerapging

of profits for cex purppses as in C{i) on Pape %, Luf

this proposal would be discussed with the Tax Group.
Police (LCG/76/13G)

Mr. Whitelaw introduced this paper, which wes epreed after
a shert diacussion subject to the following pelntat

{i) We should certainly commit ourselves to maintain
the improved trend of recruitment up to the existing
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establishment figures. But the establishwent figures
theuselves need to be locked at more clesaly and
erhaps 25,000 new police in England and Wales ht
ge neaded to raiee the policea force up to realistic
re-assessed full establishment strength, The
ralsing of establishment levals needed further study.

(11) 'The Group would raise with thr, Norman Fowler
the question of continued prosecutions of breaches
of the 50 wph spead limit, which it vms ht,
shl 1y epgraveted relations between the publlc and
police. s

(i11) It was desirable to Incresse the mumber of
special constablea and by Iincragsing police establish-
ments we would seel to overcome the opposition of the
Police Federation.

Urben Deprivation (LGC/753/127)

M. Whitelaw introduced the pager. After discussion it
wae #preed Co remit these t:gruposa!.ts or further dilacussion
betwden Mirs Whitelaw and the Palicy Group.

Bill of Riphts (LEC/73/131)

Sir Michael Havers Introduced the paper, There was e
discuasion after which 7~ wee apread:

(1) We should not comnit curselves to the %roposal
to bring forward s Bill of Rights, in view of our

fear that it would do little £o protect the fndividual
from a Socislist Government determined to svade it
end that it mipht ralse certein other difficuvlties.

(i1) We ohould await with interest the outcomwa of
appeals to the Ruropean Commission on Humen Rights on
casas arising out of dismisssls resulting from the
closed shop.

(1td) Public debate and internel discussion on the
pubject should continue, end the Policy Group might
puilish & CPC hlet which would not commit the
Party but which would put the case for a Bill of Rights
covering fields such as education, health and the
closed stops. The discussion end the pamphlet would
exgmine the use and abuse of administrative law.

1v) There was also & case for a Private lMeuberie.

8111 on the subject, in order teo challengs Labour
members to argue an& vote against the idea.

Internstional Trade Poliey (LCC/7:/129)

Mr. Higpine introduced the report end there wad a
discussion. The proposals were renerally agreed. It was
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stressed there was no ilutention to cut the spending on export
credirs milaterally contrary to the impression given in
Faragraph Z.

See alsp item (111} on Agriculture.

Company Law (LGG/72/130)

s Higpins introduced this paper and there was a
discussion which fncluded yefersmces to the line being taken by
the Couservative Members of the Europesn Parliament and liaison
with that group. The following points were gprreed:

(L) We should not support the mandatery introduction

of two-tier boards for British coupanies and we should

seeix Lo ensure that our European Me's endorsed this 1:‘.-.1e..
In this respect we should reviey arrangaments for

Lialscon betwaen those MPPz gnd Daclbench cowmittee, snd

the whola guestion of liaison needed to be discussed

again by the Shadow Cebinat.

(11) e <o unot wish to spall out datails reparding
the powers of company voards, and in particular we

were oppoded to ligislation requiring the appointment:
of non=gxecuitive chailraen of companies.

The meeting ended st 4,00 p,m.

Couservative Reseawch Departwent, DIN/RME
24 01d Queen Street, London S.W.l. 30.7.76





