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MY TWC IPTSt HUNGER STRIKE, MEDIA REACTIONS.

1« AN INDICATION OF THE FEELING OF FRUSTRATICN IN THE REPUBLIC
AEOUT THE HUNGER S3TRIKE AND THE LIKELY CONSEQUENCES OF THIS |
CHANGE- IN MC0) 1S DEMONSTRATED BY AN ARTICLE 1IN TODAY’S: IRISH TIMES, .
THE ARTICLE STATES ??ANGLO~IRISH RELATIONS COULD BRE “ER‘OUSLY
HARMED UNLESS THE BRITISH GOVERNMEHT MCOVES QUICKLY TO END THE.
CURRENT IMPASSE OVER THe H BLOCK HUNGER STRIKEeewnse THERE {5 A

ol DESPREAD FEELING OF EXASPERATICON [N DUBLIN AT THE MANNER N

wHICH The LONDON AUTHORITIES RESFONDED TG ThdE EFFORTS BY THE
COMMISSION TO ACHIEVE A SOLUTIONs+« THE VIEW IN DUBLIN CGLOSELY
CORRESPONDS WITH THE VERSION OF EVENTS PRESENTED BY THE COMlSo | ON
IN THEIR STATEMENT. IN EFFECT THE GOVERNMENT HERE BELIEVES

THE SETTLEMENT EFFORTS OF MR ALISON WERE THWARTED AT THE LAST
"MINUTE BY MR ATKINS AND MRS THQTCHER. '?, THE IR{SH INDEPENDENT
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N THEIR STATEMENT. IN EFFECT THE GOVERNMENT HERE BELIEVES
THE SETTLEMENT EFFORTS OF MR ALISON WERE THWARTED AT THE LAST
VINUTE BY MR ATKINS AND MRS THATCHER, ’’. THE IR{SH INDEPEND‘
STATES: *?DR FITZBERALD WILL MEET MRS THATCHER SCON AS PART

OF THE CONTINUIMG ANGLO=I1RISH DISCUSSIONS, BUT RELATIONS BETWEEN
THE PAIR LAST NIGHT CVER THE H BLOCK ISSUE APPEARED TO BE DEC!DEDLY
ICY?? ., THE FIANNA FAIL LEADER, MR HAUGHEY, 1S QUOTED IK

THE IRISH PRESS AS ??FULLY EMCEPTING’? THE ICJP’S VERSION OF RECENT
DEVELGPEMENTS IN THE MAZE PRISON HUNGER STRIKE, AND SAYING THAT

JOE 1MC DOMNELL NEED NOT HAVE DIED.

0. FOR THE SECOND DAY RUNNING (SEE MY TELNO 229) THE IRISH TIMES
CONTAINS AN EDITORIAL CRITICAL OF THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT, THE
EDITCRIAL SUGGESTS *?TO A QUITE EXTRAORDINARY EXTENT, MRS THATCHER
PERSONALLY 1S BEING BLAMED FOR THE FAILURE OF THE ATTEMPT TO END
THE LONG KESH HUNGER STRIZE??, AND DESCRIBES THE DECISION TO SEND
MR ALISON TO THE USA AS ??INEXPLICABLE’?, IT REFLECTS ON ’’THE
DAMAGE BEING DONE TO ANGLO-IRISH RELATIONS??, .AND STATES: THOSE
WHO ARGUE THAT TO CONCEDE THE LONG KESH PRISOMERS® NEMANDS WOULD
CONSTITUTE A PROPAGANDA VICTORY FOR THE PRCVISIONAL IRA HAVE GOT IT
THE WRONG WAY ROUND, THE DEATH OF JOE MC DOMNELL , THE FAILURE OF
THE ATTEMPTED SETTLEMENT, AROVE ALL THE APPEARAMCE OF BAD FAITH

O THE PART OF THE BRITISHz IT 1S THESE THAT HAVE GIVEN THE PRO-

VISIONALS A PROPAGANDA VICTORY.?®?

FICGG,

|
1

PARA 1 THIRD LAST LINE SHOULD READ *' FULLY ACCEPTING”?
NMNN
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MIPTs, HUNGER STRIKE

1. MR NALiL? SAID THAT I THE COUNVERSATION THE TACIGEACH HAD
YESTERDAY wlTH MP GALLAGHER AND MK LOGUE OF THE IRISH COMMISSION FOR
JUSTICE AHD PEACE THe DI “FICULTY ABCUT PRISON WORK WAS DISCUOSED,
THE GL;-E'*H 310N THOUGHT THAT THE PRISONERS® PCSITION THAT THEY wikLl
DO NO WORK wHICH SUPPRORTS THE PRISON SYSTEM MAY ROT 3E AS

DIFFICULT TO OVERCOME A3 IT SEEMS. THEY THOUGHT THAT 3OMETHING

CLOSE TO THE FORMULA WHICH THEY PROPOSED IN THEIR STATL MENT OF

3 JUNE WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE PROVIDED 1T WAS EAPLAIRED IN A DOCUMENT,
THIS WOULD MEAN AN OFFICIAL GOING IR TC ThE PRISON AND BEING FRUPAREL
TO ARSYER QUESTIONS JF OhLY O A YeS AND NQ BASIO,
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OF THE OTHERS. SECUNDLY, POLITICAL STATUS N9 LU
1S NGT MENTIONED. THIRDLY, THE
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HUNGER STRIAKE

Le | AM BECOMING INCREASINGLY WORRIED AT TH$ WAY 1N WHICH OUR
HANDL ING OF THE HUNGER STRIKE 1S BEING S5CEN  IN DUSL TN, THE TAGISEACH,
iR HAUGHEY AND RESPOHS I SLE UFFICLALS NU LONGER SEE THE HJUXGER STR}KE
PRUBLEM 1N TERMS OF DANGERCUS CRIMINALS wiITH wHOM IT 1S WOT RIGHT

T2 WEQOTIATE, THIS 18 NOT TO SAY THAT AMY RESPGNSIBLE OPINION HAS

Al CXCGUSE FOR | R A CRIMES, BUT THE FACT THAT MEN ARE PREPARED TO

CU ON DYING ARE MAKING A LUOT OF PEOPLE AUNDER WHETHER WE HAVE GOT

<e W& HAVE BEEN DOING WHAT WE Lf\“l TO CORRECT THE MISUNDERITANDING
AUTH THE IRISH COMNMISSION FCR Uy —JT' AND PEACE AND THE EXPLANATIONS
IN YOUR TELEGRAMS 5S4 AND 5441 HAVE BEEN MOST UokFUL, BUT | DOR?T

il NK WE NEED 3E TUO COMCERKED ABDUT WHAT HAS HRAPPERED. 1T 1S WHAT
atLl  HAPPEN THAT MATTERS,




1, SOTH MR HAUGHLZY AND DR FITZGERALY HAVE S5ALD THAT IT 15 P ‘

THe Fong POYERFUL SIDE A& THE DIsPUTs TO SHOW FLEATBIETITY, AND

MANY HERz WOULD AGHREE AdD FEAR TdAT we MAY Bu BOXING GURSGELVES

INTO A CORNER WITHOUT ROUA TO MANOUVER, THEY SEE THE STATEEMENT OF

9 JULY AS NOT DIFFERING AT ALL IN SUBSTARGE FRCH THE STATEMENT CF

12 DECEMBER, Mt AhwHILE wb HAVE HAD FIVE DEATHS., THe NEXT DcATH WHLL
FROBABLY BE KIERAN DOHERTY, A HEMBER COF THE DAIL. IF HE wExE TO DIE

JITHCUT QUR HAVING BEEN SEzZN TC MAKE A MUCH GREZATER EFFORT TO END THe

STRIKE THAN WE HAVE DOHRE HITRERTO, “THE COHSEJUEKNCES F'{JR OUR

RELATIONSHIP W“:.L B EATREMELY DAMAGING,

he | APPRECIATE THE DIFFICULTIES SURROUNDING THE N | O AND IT NOT
FUR ME TO SUGGEST MOW wE MIGHT PRUCEED. BUT IT IS MY DUTY TO SAY
THAT, SEEN FROM HERE, THE PRICE wE SHALL PAY FOR FUTURE DEATHS MAY
BC MUCH HIGHER THAN WE THOUGHT AND PERHAPS MORE THAN WE CAN AFFORD,

5o PLEASE SEE MY | F T FOR SOME PCGINTS OF DETAIL MR WALLY MADE
TO ME THIS MORNING ABOUT THE HUMGER STRIXE,
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