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The session began at 1134,

THE CHAIRMAN delivered a statement in response to the
Patriotic Front's proposals (CC(79)66), subsequently circulated
as Conference Paper CC(79)68.

MR NKOMO said that the real purpose of the Conference sessions
was not just to set out formal replies, but to discuss matters
and try to find methods by which some issues could be looked
into by smaller groups. He said that no effort had been made
to sit down tc discuss and formulate what they considered to
be answers to the various problems. It was no good Jjust writing
papers and saying they wanted this or that. Those present must
get together to try to decide which way to go. He did not
think present procedures could bring understanding. Some
matters raised 1n his statement had been answered by the
British Government, but not others, and he wondered whether
the British disagreed or agreed with those they had not
answered. The British had said that the existing police force
would be impartial and the Patriotic Front considered that
they would not. It seemed that the two sides did not have the
same understanding of the term "impartial". He felt that what
was needed was to look at the British paper and consider what
would be the best way to move forward. He did not think that
paper work across the table got to the root of the problems.
There was a general understanding of the respective objectives
of his and the British delegations:; but it seemed that the
British wanted to see peace during the interim period, whereas

the Patriotic Front wanted to see peace. The British wanted
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a group of men to maintain law and order; his delegation
wanted the same, but they did not necessarily mean the same

* 'ng when they said that the group should be impartial.

They were not saying that all the members of such a group

would be against the Patriotic Front, but they wanted to devise
a scheme which would make people realise that a change had
occurred.

The British side had said in *heir proposals that they
had made provision for the change which must come and that the
settling of misunderstanding must be by peaceful means. His
delegation agreed with this, otherwise they would not have come
to the Conference. ©Some method had to be devised of getting
through to each other; merely exchanging papers was not the
answer. His delegation would study the statement which had
Just been delivered by the Chairman.

THE CHAIRMAN said that the Conference had started off with
plenary meetings; this had been criticised, and bilaterals had

been suggested. When these were held, they in turn were

criticised and plenaries advocated in their place. If delegations

wanted some other means of carrying on the discussions he would
be prepared to consider this. It was more difficult to reach
decisions with large delegations than with small numbers; that
was one of the reasons for bilateral meetings earlier. If
those present wished for smaller groups, the Chairman thought
that all parties should be involved in them at that stage

of the proceedings. He suggested a further plenary meeting

the following lMonday and in the meantime suggested that the

/delegations
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delegations reflect on the proposals for smaller meetings.

He would be very willing to arrange for such meetings, if the
Salisbury delegation were prepared to participate; it would
be unfortunate to have bilateral meetings at that stage.

MR NKOMO said that he had not suggested that the Chalrman
had made a mistake over the form of meetings, as this reflected
the requests of delegations. However it was necessary for
each of the delegations to get to know what the others were
thinking. If they had not wished to discuss matters with
the Salisbury delegation they would not have come; both
delegations were seeking decolonisation. However the present
method of operating made it difficult for his delegation to
find out what the Salisbury delegation wanted. If his delegation
could let the Salisbury delegation see what the Patriotic Front's
aims were they might be able to agree. His delegation would
consider the Chairman's proposals, but he thought it essential
to use both plenary and other types of meeting in order to
arrive at an understanding. THE CHAIRMAN said that he did
not wish to mislead those present into thinking that, because
he had suggested smaller meetings, a decision was not urgent.

If there were to be discussions in smaller groups these must
lead to a decision; the Conference had gone on for a very long
time. FEndless delay could not be envisaged. IMR NKOMO said that
no one wanted endless delay, but they did not want a hurried
agreement resulting in more people being killed.

REV SITHOLE said that there were certain issues which

could profitably be looked into in a smaller group; this seemed

/a
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a legitimate request. Whatever had been said in past meetings,
new developments did arise which should be considered in a new
light. ©OSome problems were of bilateral interest and some

of plenary interest, and should be dealt with accordingly.

Not everything could be settled in large plenary sessions.

A small group would allow people to go more deeply into the
various problems faced by the Conference.

THE CHAIRMAN suggested that the Conference should reconvene
on Monday morning, 12 November, having reflected on some of the
points he had made; they could then discuss further how to
proceed. He wished to emphasise once again that there was
urgent need for a decision.

DR MUNDAWARARA pointed out that his delegation had already
finished with that part of the Conference; they therefore had
nothing to contribute to discussions. He reiterated what he
had said before, that it might be helpful at that stage for
the Chalrman to hold bilateral meetings with the Patriotic Front
delegation. THE CHAIRMAN said he understood Dr Mundawarara's
point of view. He thought, however, that there was merit in
some at least of the Salisbury team being present during any
discussion in a smaller forum of points which save the Patriotic
Front delegation concern; Bishop Muzorewa's delegation could,
for example, explain their difficulties in accepting certain
Patriotic Front suggestions. Dr Mundawarara and his delegation
might perhaps wish to discuss this proposal later. MR NKOMO
said thal the problem had arisen because the Salisbury delegation

had accepted the British proposals. His own delegation had

/means
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means of meeting some of the issues within the British
proposals. It was essential that these be discussed. It
was fitting, and indeed vital, that those who had agreed to
the British proposals understood the Patriotic Front delegation's
objectives.
THE CHAIRMAN summed up that both delegations had their

points of view. He would leave it to the Saelisbury delegation

to decide whether they wished to be involved: he would not
force them. He suggested that all reflect on what had been
said that morning and resume on Monday 12 November.

'R NYANDORO recalled the long series of bilaterals and
plenary sessions which had taken place. Further bilaterals
might take several months to complete, and such delays were
not acceptable. IHis delegation were in favour of discussion
and explanation between the visiting delegations, but there had
been no room for this. No black delegate could claim a monopoly
of The struggle: all those present had. fought for the liberation
of their country. The March 3rd agreement and subsequent
elections had changed the situation, removing Britain's rights
over the country and bringing it to sovereign and independent
status. His delegation were not present as if they were a rebel
régime but as legitimate representatives, elected by the people
of the country.

THE CHAIRMAN reiterated that he did not think he could,
as Chairman, refuse a request for a bilateral meeting. He did

not, however, envisage the discussions which had been suggested

/taking
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taking very long. He repeated that time was moving on to the
point when decisions had to be taken in the very near future
indeed. He knew that Mr Nkomo realised this. To enable decisions
to be made very speedily, he as Chairman was prepared to accept
a meeting with Mr Nkomo and delegation, with or without the
Salisbury delegation.

The Conference was adjourned until 12 November, at a time
to be arranged.

The session ended at 1215.
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