CONFIDENTIAL

Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH

3 November 1981
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I enclose a copy of a despatch from HM Ambassador
in Islamabad reporting on the recent visit of the Prime
Minister to Pakistan.

As you will see, Mr Forster concludes that the
visit was entirely successful in terms of the objectives
we set out to achieve. It strikingly demonstrated our
support for Pakistan on the Afghanistan issue and served to
maintain international interest in that issue as well as
pressure upon the Soviet Union and the Babrak Karmal regime.
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(R M J Lyne)
Private Secretary

M O'D B Alexander Esq
10 Downing Street
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SULILARY
PRINM: MINISTER'S VISIT TO PAKISTAN, 8 OCTOBLR 1981

1. This visit was the culmination of a series of visits
over the last 18 months which have been d981%ned primarily
to demonstrate our support for Pakistan and to encourcge
her to stend firm against Soviet pressures, as well as
keeping world gglnlon focussed on the Afghan problem
(paragrephs 1-=3).

2. The programae was therefore designed to give the
Prime iiinigster the opportunity to deliver these messages
in public in_ front oI the world gress_(p&ragraph 4), the
Pekistanis alco intended to use lhe visit as a public
signal of British support for Pekistan and General zia's
regime and from the start made it clear that it vigs to be
no ordinary Head of Government visit (paragraph 5).

3. The talks with General Zia therefore assumed a lesser
importance end concentrated mainly on Afghanistan end lren

(paragraph 6). General Zia accepled without cquestion the
Prime liinister's account of what had happened at lielbourne
sbout Pakisten's wish to re-enter the Commonwealth (para-

raph 7).  General Zia raised a few bilateral points, but

iis object clesrly was to keep the atmosphere Iriendly and
uncontroversial (paragraph 8),

The major part of the grogramme was the Prime iinister's

4
is wags & dramatic and moving

visit to the frontier and t
occasion, with her powerful speech to the Afﬁhan refugees
followed by the scene at the Irontier post where she Iooked
into Afghanistan (paragraphs 9 and 10),

5. It was & pity that the Prime iiinister's main contact
during the day_was with two Generals, who are pleasant but
not very intelligent, and that she had no opportunity to
meet some of the.tecﬁnograts in the govermment and to see
the more modern industrial and business part of the Pakistan
picture (garagraph 11). But for all its shortness, this
visit must be accounted entirely successful in terms of

what we set out to achieve and_must have contributed greatly
to our objective of adding to Pakistan's self-confidence
(paragraph 12).
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5 wINISTER'S VISIT TO PAKILTAN, 8 OCTCBER 1981
The Prime iinister, accompanied by ir Denis ‘'hatcher
1 members of her staff, poid a one day visit to Pakistan
on 8 October 1981, She arrived at 8 am and left well after
night after a cr gramne, & copy of which is
atteched, and =2

&e Russiens invaded Afghenistan and Pekistan

becosie a front-line state, she hos hod more than her usual

shere of high-level visitors from &1l over the world end
particularly from Britain. You yourcelf have Been here
twice within 14 months and we hsve had vigits from other

FCU uinisters of State. In the reverse direction, 4rha Shahi,
the Foreign ilinister, has been to London for talks on &
nuwaber of occasions as have other rembers of the Pskictan
Cabinet. General zia was in London and saw the Prime
winister in October 1980 and it was on that occasion that

he invited her to visit Pakistan at her convenience. The
Pakistanis were disappointed that she could not come

carlier in the year when she visited India but readily
accepted the reasons for this and the promise that she would
come when she could, Their disappointment over the chort—
ness of the visit was offset by their appreciation that

/the
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visit wes the culwminstion of & scrice of vigits aid

increceing contacts over e last 18 wonths, Our

in &l11 this hove been prinuril; Lo duuonstrate «

Pardietlell in the expoged and difficult position in wiicn

as found nerseli gince Deccmber 1573, In & conctently
situstion vwe necged
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&g bset we could, that

[iria aggihst covict preceurecs, thie

antly toc keep the afghanictin
in front of the world in corcer to avoid a gracusl

intervetl and an acceptance of what the nucsicns

we necded continus to bring home to the
public forum as well cs privetely the coorpe

we were notl prepsred to acQuiecsce in the swallo. ing

4

up ol ifghanistan, Finally, vwie necoed to keep the oticution
of the world focussed on the Jdghon refugee provle., Uy

the biggest refugee problea in the world.
4.  The progromue, short ac it viae, wae designed Lo scet,

&s far as we could, thesc objoctives., It bad to be leruscly

YT
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& public programze since the messages wiched to convey
nceded world-wide publicity. iiot umuch in the way of private
tolke wae needed et this clage since we were fully in touch-
with Pakisten thinking on the Afghsn eand other problenc end
it was closelg in line with our own, rurther, therc were

h needed sorting oct at the-
highest level, A4Apert, therefore, iros & talk with General
Zie lesting for about 13 hours, together with such further

privete conversation as the Prime illnicster was abls to
hcve vwith him throughout the dsy, the rest of the progromue
took plece in the full glu.g of ?Jblititg with a fair cou-
tingent of the Zritich and Pakistan press esccompunying the
rime dinister throughout,

S It turned out that the Pexkicstenis' objectivern wore
eimiler to our own, They also had no pressing praul;ms
Cigcucse with ue in privaete &né were more intercsted ir
cexonstreting to the nussians, and no doubt the Indirzns
too, thet they had powsrful friends who fully endorsed the
policy they were pursuing and were prepared to stand by
then and say 80 in public. NoO doubt General Zis also sow
the value of the vieit in helping to bolster up the cisncing
of his ovn regime, In tho eyes of his own people it vould
enhance his etanding as a leader of world stature snd would
give his regime that sdditional messure of respectability
which is always importont to dictatorshbips. From the very
start, therefore, the rPakistanis made it clear to us that

this vieit vias to be treated &s no ordinary Head of
/Government
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Governnent visi :& to be glven
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thiz year to the
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cege was that

its
Ccnczcl Zis assun
rtcd tho tadks with &
oo eghort
eny roel light on

resgponse to it; inevitably it
on the point, which the rakistenic cun

to vicitors, tont the bulk of the Indian

eészstern Irontier and that thereforc they face a Gouble
threat, /fter the military prescntation the talk concen-
trated meinly on Afghanistan end the Afghen refugec

ihiich is causing increasing worries to the Pekisten o
ment, 7The only other issue discussed st eny lencth oo
Iren, 7The Pekisteni views on Iren sre usually of
interest since they tave contrived in the past to hoc:
closer to the Iranian Acuminictration thon rost othor
countries ant they have & feir desrec of underctencin:
vhat s going on. However, on thic > oceaeion, Generul

had to admit that thoy bad lost contact with the Irinirnn
eéluost completely end had not yet succeeded in re—-cotsblishing
it. He lamented the pescing of Bani~Sadr snd ‘othz

Vvith
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vinom they had found that they could co business w0

whom they wore boginning to ke sose progro:se,
Inevitebly, relations with Indis viere also toucned
with orlental cowrtesy, General Zia left it to
rhateher to raisc towvards the enc be tels the

uject which must sen uppermost in his mand - wha

ie
he flipped through raplaly seKing one or two
much explsnctian, ost of thesc points wele
a8y femilior to ze end wie will be followlng them up.
pity that vwe were not able to teke further the
Pekicteni intereet in & modest lict of erms purchases
fro.a us, but the rrecident mde it clear that money remalined
the yrcblem. “here vias no mcntion of attacks on Pokictanis
it the UK during ths recoent riots or of the conduct of
Pekistan exiles in the UK, His only coaplaint was ebo
stucent fees, 411 in &8l1, Ceneral Zis's object during
tiie talk seemed to be to avold any note of criticiss or
/controveray




controversy end to keep the atumosphere as friencly ond

goot-humoured

O. The rest o w visit took place in & blaze of

publicity end enrbled the Priue iinister to put over the

various meesages which she hed come to doliver, It ves

crowdcd, hot, cucty and hectic, The Pakistonis were siszed

ster's stamina in getting through it =211,

in the eircraft, without any sim of

flegping, I do not know how it struck the rrime jliniester,

but although I have been over the courss before the nectings
with the rcefugec lenders, the trip up the historlc Khyber
Pass and the feeling that one ig standéing on the froantler
of thc free world never fail to move me, Her reception at
the refugece camp was certainly one of the most moving 1
have experienced, These mcoetings have rniowadeys becunc
comewhatl etoged end the refugee lesders have coms Lo Know
what is oexpected of them; there is & lack of spontancity
about them, However, on this occasion the number of
refugee leadere ascsembled wag greater than I have scen
before and the Prime iinister's specech, as ghe delivered
it, w=s po powerful and moving that as the translation
came over it drevw gpontaneous outbrecke of cheering,
elogcan-chenting end vwaving of fiste, Zven the hard-bciled
western press were moved by the occaeian, She went on
from there to czll on the refugee lodies, a privilege
denled to the males of the party. I hed hoped that ghs
could go to the tente &nd huts &nd see something of how
/the




n and children lived
:atgritg or prectical

s in their own

L1 e
-

o

£
s £ 5 S

T Ore
t)t,-‘.b L &

y\,f 10I61Ca

Pathans maesed in the
Isngikotal wee agnin gomething
the rskistanic pccaqrjudﬁg us,
savalpindl, the press conferen
gpecch at the Precident's bonouet Ior her enebled

repeat and emphusice the nescoges of support for

snd condemsation of Soviet &ac > whiich she bad
0 forcibly on the frontier., Coj of her speectico
the Afghan refugecs and &t the bancuet are attached,
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i1, ﬁy one regret is that the programue did not nllow

time for the Prime Hinister to meet and talk to
ti’ie p€0;)lc "'I:‘-G run ttlv C Ol “Ltf 1. thi th j" 1o &

with whoa she spent most of the day, Generale

Fazle Hzg, Generel Zian was not st bis best,

in bed with f1u only two Gaye b “ﬁ"orv gng it was

up to the last moment whetbar he would wish to accon

her throughout what was bounc to be an exhicusting Gay

vas cuieter thon ususl snd less articulate snd thoughtful,
Genersl Fazle Heo is alwoys & runbuctious cheracter, full
oi szneccdotes of fighting on the frontier and, in contrast
to General Zies, the caricsture of the "hit 'ea for six®
type of General, He is good compiny but never strikes

e being over-endoved with intellect., It wae & pity that
the Prime iMinister hnd no opportunity to seet come cof the
braine of thie not unintelligent governsent; ior insteance
both ighn Shehi ané Chulam Ishsq, the inance mihluua.,
were out of the country. 70 that extent, the rrime .inister
nsy have received a soamewhat distorted picture of Pokiston,
1t is not entirely run by affzble but not very clever
Genersle end it doece not in any way consiet only of
iwilitary ceremonizl end relics of the ¥ritisb n®aj. FPerhaps
a longer vieit in the future will chow her wmore of the
industry, the dames and irrigstion ccheuwes and the wmore
modern business world of, for instance, Karcchi which cre
responsible for the consliderable economic progress this
country bas made over the last few yeare,
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2., I am extremely grateful to the Prime Hinister for
Fparinp the time she did, sandwiched &s 1t was betweon
the ielbourne and Blackpool Conforences, endé for wicer trklnr
such &n exheusting and hectic programme. Short though it
was, this visit must be accounted entirely guccescful in
teriis of what cet out to achieve, Certainly the ?r“l@tnuit
wore delighted with it and it hss firmly underlined our
pocition ze their leading friend end supporter in burope.
In addition, judging by the hysterical resctions in Kebul,
the messege evidently struck home on the other side of the
fronticr. But, most importent of sll, thic viclit
grestly to our objective of Keeping the
mopre confidently in the front-line
of the free
13. I am copying this despatch to Her isjesty's |
santetives in vachington, Delhi, kebul, :Hoscow, Pexing,

LILTIY R ATYY Ve min 2
Urhl HATC and Kapachi,

gL
& feifnfully

0 G Forster
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