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SUBJECT: FALKLAND ISLANDS CRISIS -- MESSAGE TO THE PRIME
MINISTER .

1. ) - ETIRE TEXT.

. 2. PLEASE DELIVER THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO THE PM FROM -
SECRETARY HAIG AT OPEMING OF BUSINESS, SATURDAY, APRIL 24.

3. BECIN TEXT:
' DEAR MADAME PRIME MINISTER:

- FRANCIS PYM AND I HAVE JUST CONCLUDED OUR DISCUSSIONS,
WHICH WERE CHARACTERIZED THROUGHOUT BY THE CLEAR SENSE OF

My

PAGE 02 STATE 110698

COMMOCN INTERESTS THAT WE HAVE HAD SINCE THE VERY OQUTSET
OF THIS CRISIS. HE WILL BE BRINGING BACK TO LONDON A
TEXT WHICH I PUT FORWARD AS A BASIS FOR A PERCEHUL SETTLE-
MENT. FRANCIS MADE IT VERY CLEAR THAT SQME OF WHAT I
' SUGGESTED PRESENTED PROBLEMS, AND THAT HE COULD NOT MAKE
ANY PROMISES ON WHETHER YOQU COULD ACCEPT THE TEXT AS
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- AS YQOU KNOW, WE HAVE BEEN GUIDED ALL ALONG BY THE SAME
AIMS AND PRINCIPLES AS YOU, BOTH BECAUSE THE UNITED
KINGDOM IS QUR CLOSEST FRIEND AND BECAUSE WE HAVE A

. COMMON VIEW OF WHAT IS AT STAKE.

- WHAT FOLLOCWS ARE DL"IR VIEWS ON THE TEXT FRANCIS IS

. CARRYING. I BY NO MEANS INTEND TO PREEMPT HIS REPORT
TO ¥YOU BUT SIMPLY WANT YOU TO EKNOW HOW WE IN WASHINGTON
SEE IT. -

- THE TEXT I HAVE ASKED FRANCIS TO BRING TC LONDON IS,
1 BELIEVE, EBENSITIVE TO -
YOUR NEED TO BE FAITHFUL TO YOUR PLEDGE TO PARLIAMENT. )

: MORECVER, IF IT WERR ACCEPTED BY BOTH PARTIES, IT WOULBD

MOST CERTAINLY NOT LEAVE THE AGGRESS0R IN OCCUPATION.

- THE TEXT PROVIDES ALL THE SAFEGUARDS NEEDED TO BLOCK,
IF NEED BE, THE SORT OF ARGENTINE SATURATION OF THE
ISLANDS THAT ¥YOU, QUITE RIGHTLY, CONSIDER UNACCEPTABLE.

IT LAYS OPEN THE POSSIBILITY OF RELINQUISHMENT OF ERITISH
SOVEREIGNTY AT THE END OF NEGOTIATIONS, WHILE NEITHER PRE-
JUDGING THIS OUTCOME NOR SETTING ASIDE THE WISHES OF THE
ISLANDERS. IT PROVIDES FOR SUBSTANTIAL RESTORATION OF THE
PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATICN.

_—
-
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* - WHETHER THE TEXT WE HAVE SUGGESTED WQULD BE
ACCEPTED IN BUENQS AIRES I CANNOT SAY. IT WOULD
CERTAINLY REQUIRE THE ARGENTINES TO MOVE WBLL BEYOND
THEIR POSITIONE AT THE END OF MY LATEST VISIT THERE. I

. AM SURE, HOWEVER, THAT ANY TEXT MORE UNFAVORAELE TCO THE
ARGENTINES THAN WHAT WE HAVE SUGGESTED WOULD STAND NO
CHANCE OF ACCEPTANCE. WE ARE AT THE POINT NOW WHERE WE
HAVE ONLY THE PINEST TOLERANCE BETWEEN A PEACEFUL SOLU-
TION AND TRAGEDY.

- WE HAVE KNOWN ALL ALONG THAT AT SOME POINT THE UNITED
STATES WOULD NEED TO OFPER A VIEW ON THE SUESTANCE OF
AN AGREEMENT. CONSISTENT WITH OUR COMMON AIMS, AS WELL

. AS OUR ASSESSMENT OF WHAT IS REQUIRED TO AVERT FURTHER
HOSTILITIES, WE BELIEVE THAT AN AGREEMENT BASED ON THE

+ TEXT WE HAVE OFFERED WOULD BE FAIR, JUST, AND RESPONSIBLE.
WE ARE PREPARED TO SEND IT TC THE ARGENTINES AS A US
PROFOSAL, TO PRESS THEM TO ACCEPT IT, AND TO DEFEND IT 1IN
PUBLIC COME WHAT MAY., INDEED, WE WOULD TELL THEM THAT

Fage - 2

| UNCLASSIFIED



UNCLASSIFIED .

Date Printed: CHANNEL: n/a 30
16-Jul-2001 DOC_NER: 19828TATE110698 HAaNpLING : S

THERE IS NO POSSIBILITY OF FURTHER MOVEMENT ON THE UK SIDE
AND ABSOLUTELY NO INCLIRATION ON THE PART OF THE US TQ
SEEK FURTHER MOVEMENT. THE CHOICE WOULD THEN BE THEIRS.

- CLEARLY OUR ACTIONS MUST BE ABLE TO WITH-

STAND PUBLIC SCRUTINY. THIS MEANS THAT PCSITIONS WE '!‘AKB
CAN BE DEFENDED AS FAIR AND JUST. 1IN OUR VIEW, THIS
TEXT MEETS THAT TEST. BUT WE MUST ALSO BE ABLE TO SHOW
THAT WE WENT AS FAR AS WE HUMANLY COULD, WITHOUT ARANDON-
ING OUR PRINCIPLES OR HISTORIC RESPONSIBILITIES, IN ORDER
TO AVOID LOSS OF LIFE. IF WE CAN SHOW THIS, AND ALSO
THAT QUR TWO COUNTRIES HELD A COMMON POSITION, WE WILL
HAVE DONE ALL THAT COULD BE ASKED OF US.

- 1 AM SURE YOU WILL WANT TO GIVE THE TEXT CAREFUL STUDY.
I WOULD LIKE TO BE IN A POSITION TO PRESENT IT TO THE
ARGENTiHi POREIGN MINISTER ON SUNDAY MORNING.
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- WE WOULD SIMULTANECUSLY PRESENT IT FORMALLY TO THE UK,
TELLING YQU, AS WE WOULD TEE ARGENTINES, THAT WE CONSIDER
THIS A FAIR PROPOSAL THAT WE THINK BOTH SIDES SHOULD BE
ABLE TO ACCEPT.

- THEREFCRE, WE WOULD BE GRATEFUL FOR A REACTICN FROM
YOU BY SATURDAY BVENING.

- THIS CRISIS, AND THE WAY WE HAVE WORKED TOGETEER DURING
IT, HAVE MADE EVEN CLEARER TO ME THE GREAT STRENGTH OF
OUR PRIENDSHIP AND THE IDENTITY OF CUR VALUES.

WITH WARM REGARDS,

AL HAIG END TEXT HAIG

NN
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