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THE PRIME MINISTER 12 J u l y 1979 


Thank you v e r y much f o r your l e t t e r o f 19 June 


and e n c l o s u r e on t h e s t y l e and format o f t h e Commonwealth 


Heads o f Government M e e t i n g . 


I w h o l e h e a r t e d l y endorse t h e o b j e c t i v e o f p r e s e r v i n g 


t h e u n i q u e c h a r a c t e r o f t h e s e m e e t i n g s , and agree t h a t 


e v e r y t h i n g p o s s i b l e s h o u l d be done t o m a i n t a i n t h e i r 


t r a d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a l i t y . I b e l i e v e t h a t t h e v a r i o u s 


p r o p o s a l s put f o r w a r d by you a r e w e l l s u i t e d t o t h e p u r p o s e . 


I have o n l y one r e s e r v a t i o n , w h i c h r e l a t e s t o your 


comments on t h e communique. As a r u l e , I b e l i e v e t h a t 


communiques a r e b e t t e r f o r b e i n g s h o r t - and command more 


a t t e n t i o n when th e y a r e . CHGM communiques have i n r e c e n t 


y e a r s t e n d e d t o be o v e r l o n g ; and I am not at a l  l s u r e t h a t 


t h e y s h o u l d seek t o embrace a l l s u b j e c t s o f i n t e r e s t and 


c o n c e r n t o Commonwealth l e a d e r s , whether o r not t h e s e have 


been d i s c u s s e d . I would m y s e l f l i k e t o see our communiques 


c o n s i d e r a b l y s h o r t e r - and, as you y o u r s e l f i n d i c a t e , 


r e f l e c t i n g t h e a c t u a l d i s c u s s i o n s . 


/ I r e a d i l y agree 
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I r e a d i l y agree t h a t your p r o p o s a l s might most 


u s e f u l l y be d i s c u s s e d i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r we have 


s e t t l e d t h e agenda. I s h a r e y our b e l i e f t h a t t h e r e 


s h o u l d be no p r e s s b r i e f i n g on t h e s u b s t a n c e o f 


r e s t r i c t e d s e s s i o n s . Indeed I hope t h a t t h e 


c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y o f d i s c u s s i o n s w i l l be p r e s e r v e d i n 


a l l our m e e t i n g s . 


H i s E x c e l l e n c y Mr. S h r i d a t h S. Ramphal, K t , CMG, QC. 



