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1. THE 1INISTER OF ST.TE IN THE NIO, 4R MICHAEL ALISON “P,
TODAY AGalH AET AEABERS OF THE IRISH COMAISS ION FOR JUSTICE AND
PEACE. THE COYMISS ION REQUESTED PERMISSION TO VISIT THE
PRISONERS REFUS ING FOOD AND THE 4INISTER OF STATE READILY
GAEED, THERE BEING » CLEAR UNDERSTANDING ‘THAT THERE COULD BE
O WAEGOT IAT 1ON,

2 e THE 4IYISTER AGA TN EMPHASYSED THE POH=4CY--OF % BE el
GOVERNATYT IN RELATION TO THE PRISONERS? FIVE DEMANDS, AS SET

JUT 1y THE SECRETARY QOF STATE’S STATEMVMENT OF . ¢«

35 JUNE, AND EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT THE COdMl:%ION WOULD IN TURN
EARPLATN (TS alhdlfI(xMCt TO THOSE ON HUNGER bTRIKt.

3. THE AINISTER EXPLA INED THAT IF, WITHIN A HUMANE  AND
Eqpl1.1t*Fh OR1SON REGIME THERE WAS ANY GROUND FOR COMPLA INT, THE
AVENUE OF PROCEEDING THROUGH THE EUROPEAN COM41%S ION OF HUMAN

RlaHTo RrE ”M | NED OPE N

ke 1
it THE A1INISTER EAPHAS ISED TO THE ICJP THE PRINCIPLE THAT THE
GUVERANOR wND PRISON AUTHORITIES ARE AND 4UST REMAIN IN CONTROL

OF THE PrISON REGIME
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fils 15 THE TEXT (33UED BY THE PRISONERS TODAY.

ELF3T WPURLICAN PRESS CENTRE: 4.7.31. TEL 46341,

CUAVE SEEN CSKED TO ISSUE THE FOLLOWING STATHMENR, SAUGGLLED JUT
WOTHE H=5LOCKS OF LONG KESH, FROM THE PRO OF THE PROTE®T ING

REP U SLICUN PRISONERD » | :

' THE PROTESTING REPUBLICAN PR ISONERS 1N LONG KESH, HAVING
EOLTED 1N SHORT TO He ATKINS STATEENT OF JUNE 34TH, WISH TO bLAcany
W VIEW ON THIS STATEMENT. o ‘ _
1. THE SRITISH GOVERNIAENT ARE RESPONS IBLE FOR THE HUNGER STR AE 3

. THE ENDING OF SPECIAL CATEGORY STATUS WAS A

[ LG KEs - |
L ITICAL T2CT IG USED BY THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT “¢8- ITS ATTEAF T TU
“ a1 det I1SE THE REPUBLICAN ATTACK ON BRITISH IMPERIALISM [N

el WD.  THE EXISTENCE OF SPECIAL LEGISLATION, SPECIAL COURTS, «nb
CPECIAL INTERROGATION PLUS THE BRITISH ADAINISTRATION'S REFUSAL TV
ACKNOW ETVE 4 SPECIAL CATEGORY OF PRISONERS, ALL GONTRIBUTE 10
THE PL.C 140G OF THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THIS ISSE ON THAT ADAINISTRA=
TioN? 5 SHOULDERS . H I : |
OFURTHER AORE THE o ITISHGOVERNAENT HAVE HAD AMPLE OPPORTUNITIES -
PURING THE COURSE OF THIS ISSUE TO AvOID THE OCCURENCE AND %
£E- 000U iCE OF HUNGER STRIKE. THE CARDINAL O’FIACH = N |0 TALKS
AND THE REFUSAL TO HONODUR THE DECEMBER 13TH AGREEYENT ARE PRIAL
BAMP LES OF THIG. - i, _

LORD GoRDINER, LIKE SO MANY OTHER BRIT=APPO INTED EXAAINERS

: _ yig | '.;{.:}1 )
SENT T IR<LAND TO DO SPECIFIC JOB—m~TO-RECOMMEND™ THE ENDING OF
SPECIAL CAaTESORY STuTUS 50 THAT LE GAL CREDIBILITY COULD BE

ATTACHED T ) THE CRIMINAL ISATION POLICY,
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3. IT IS WRONG FOR THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT TO SAY THAT WE ARE
LOOK ING FOR D IFFERENTIAL TREATMENT FROM OTHER PRISONERS. WE WOULD
WARMLY WELCOME THE INTRODUCTION OF THE FIVE DEMANDS FOR ALL
- PRISONERS.  THEREFORE ON THIS MAJOR POMAT OF BRITISH POLICY
THERE 1S-HO'SACRIFICE OF PRINCIPLE INVOLVED.

4. WE BELIEVE THAT THE GRANTING OF THE FIVE DEdANﬁE 10-ALL "
PR ISONERS WOULD NOT IN ANY WAY MEAN THAT THE ADMINISTRATION WOULD
A€ FORFE ITING CONTROL OF THE PRISON, NOR WOULD THEIR SAY ON

PR ISON ACTIVITIES BE GREATLY DIMINISHED: BUT THE PRISONER COULD
HAVE HIS DIGNITY RESTORED AND CEASE TO OCCUPY THE ROLE OF

ESTABL ISHYENT ZOMB IE, Z

5¢  THE E.C.HeR., CRITISED THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT FOR BE ING |
INFLEX IBLE AND FOR ALLOWING SUCH AN IMPASSEE TO DEVELOP. FLEXIBILITY
IS IN NOT PERPETUATING PROTESTS BUT RATHER TRYING TO REMOVE OR
RESOLVE THE CAUSE OF DISSENT WHICH FERMENTS SUCH #ROTEST.

5, MR, ATKINS OUTLINES THE PRESENT WORK ROUTINE UNDER THEST ITLE
VIPRISON ACTIVITY??, “IT IS A GRUDE 'SYSTEM WHICH MR, ATKINS
- DISGUISES W1TH FLOWERY JARGONs ~YET, IT SHOULD NQT BE A MAJOR PO INT

- "DF CONTENTION BETWEEN OURSELVES. PR ~
- BRITISH GOVERNMENT RECOGNISES A4S **PRISON WORK'® WE DO NOT. THEREFURE
W ITH GOODW ILL *'WORK’® AND THE ACHIEVING OF A COMPATIBLE ARRANGEMENT
SHOULD BE AVA ILABLE WITHOUT LOSS OF PRINCIPLE.
'PBES IDES SELF-EDUCAT ION WHICH WOULD BE THE 1A INPROP IN ANY
AGREE MENT, WE ARE PREPARED TO M4 INTAIN OUR CELLS, WINGS, BLOCKS
AND ENGAGE [N ANY ACTIVITY WHICH WE DEF INE AS SELF A INTANENCE.

7. 4R. ATKINS 1S EITHER MISINFORMED OR EXAGGERATING THE FREE

ASSOCIATION DEMAND,
FREE ASSOCIATION MEANS THAT THERE WOULD BE FRREDOM OF MOVEMENT W | TH-
IN THE WINGS., SUPERVISION NEED NOT BE RESTRICTED. THAT IS A MATTER
FOR THE REGIMES DISCRETION, THERE WOULD BE NO INTERFERENCE WITH
PRISON OFF ICERS WHO WOULD MA INTAIN THEIR SUPERVISORY ROLE. IT
{UST BE REMEABERED THAT H-BLOCKS ARE CONTROL UNITS AND EACH ;-

, _ ? g i i |

/\'*'NL;:-.-: -y




e

F} “A c:;F: T HRE E S L: C 1'{ » -.;g; '.1-1--‘*1:-“.;-".—"-'-—“?"' Teae ¥, - ;___;__”_“__ ¥ — -:i' T ﬁ _ﬁf‘:‘.'r : _ :

"‘l’JID’S 460 _ o

WING 1S BUILT TO ACCOMODATE 25 PRISONERS. 30 IT IS RATHER A RED
HERR ING TO SPEAK OF THE REGIME LOSING CONTROL OF THE PRISON .LF "~ THE

PRISONERS HAD FREEDOY QF THE WING,

EQUALLY IT IS MISLEADING TO QUOTE FIGURES OF 100 PRISOMERS _
PRESUMABLY ASSOCIATING TOGETHER., WE BELIEVE THERE SROULD BE ik
WING VISITS BUT WE DO NOT ENVISAGE OURSELVES (ALTHOUGH MR, 4TKINS
DOES) RUNNING AROUND THE BLOCK AS WE PLEASE .IN‘LARGE NUdBE (- S
IT IS UNREALISTIC TO EXPECT LOYALISTS AND REPUBLICANS TO INTERGRATE
SATISFACTORILY TOGETHER. FORCED INTERGRATION OF THE DEL IBERATE
CREATION OF A CONFRONTATION BETWEEN THOSE WHO BEAR ARMS IN RESPECT
OF THE IR HIGHLY CONFLICTING POLITICAL IDEOLOGIES 1S WRONG AND CAN
ONLY LEAD TO TROUBLE. EVEN MR, PAISLEY RECOGNISED THIS FACT ;i
SEVERAL YEARS BACK, it

IF STUD IED CAREFULLY IT WILL BE SEEN THAT OUR DEFINITION OF FREE
ASSOCIATION IS FAR REMOVED FROM WHAT SEEMS TO BE MR ATKINS,

3. PRISON CLOTHES ARE PRISON CLOTHES., IT IS ILLUSORY TO MINIMISE
THE WEARING OF PRISON CLOTHES TO HALF THE WEEK. PRISONERS

LIKE EVERYONE ELSE SLEEP AND FOR MOST OF THE OTHER HALF ARE FORCED
TO WEAR PRISON CLOTHES. THE WOMENfAN ARMAGH WEAR THE IR OWN CLOTHES
AND THERE IS NO OBJECTIONAL REASON WHY ALL PRISONERS SHOULD HOT

3E ALLOWED TO WEAR THEIR OWN CLOTHES., _

9, IF WE AGCEPT THAT.TOILETRIES,, AND TO A LESSER, EéTENI

READ ING MATERIAL ARE ESSENTIAL, THEN THE WEEKLY PARCEL AMOUNTS TO
FOUR POUNDS OF FRUIT, THAT aPEAKb FOR ITSELF. '

14. LOST REMISSION IS A RESULT OF THE PROTEbT AND IS NOT CONNECTED
WITH THE CAUSE OF IT. AS THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT SAYS, THE MACHINERY
EXISTS TO RECLAIM IT, = YET FOR SOME REASON THE BRITISH +
GOVERNMENT 1S BEING AMBIGUOUS ON THIS MATTER. WHAT CONSTITUTES A
YISUBSEQUENT GOOD BEHAVIOUR PERIOD?"?? WHAT DOES ONE FIFTH RETURN
OF REMISS ION MEAN?? THIS SHOULD NOT BE AN AREA OF DISAGREEMENT FOR
IT DOES NOT DIRECTLY AFFECT THE RUNNING OF THE SYSWEJ, BUT IT 13

OF 4QUTUAL BENEFIT TO ALL WHOM IT AFFECTS THAT FULL REMISSION 15

GIVEN BACK TO WE PRISONERS,
CONCLUS 1ONes e o

e
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CONCLUS ION

t GHVING.OUR VIEWS ON WHAT MR ATKINS SAID WE HAVE OQUTLINED WHAT
SHOULD BE THE BASIS OF A SOLUTION WFTHBUT LOSS._ OE_RRINC IPLE TO
EITHER SIDE IN THIS CONFLICT, '

IT COULD WELL BE THAT MR, ATKINS HAS BEEN A15 INFORMED ABOUT OQUR
DEMANDS ¢ 4T -CERTAINLY APPEARS _ERNM: IR (NS - 3GTU CTATOME MT Tl

THIS 1S S0. WE ASK ALL PARTIES INVOLVED TO STUDY THIS STATEMENT
CEOgELY WE PARTICULARLY ASK THE BRITISH TO STUDY IT. IT SHOULD NOT
BE TAKEN LAGHTLY.

BY ASKING THE BRITISHPiDAIHASTRATION TO COME IN TO DISCUSS A
RESOLUT ION WE ASK NOTHING UNREASONABLE, “AT 1S GOMMON FOR OFF ICIALS
FR0M THAT ADYINSTRATAON TO VISIT THIS PRISON AND CONVERSE Rkl

W ITH PRISONERS. IT HAS BEEN DONE BEFORE, COMRADES OF OURS HAVE

DIED AND EIGHT OF OUR OTHER COMRADES PRESENTLY FACE DEATH ON

HUNGER STRIKE. OUR PEOPLE ON THE OUTSIDE HAVE DIED AND MORE MAY

DIE. THAT IS WHY WE SEEK IMMEDIATE TALKS WITH THE BRITISH AD4INISTRA
TION TO SEEK A SOLUTION TO THE H-BLOCK PROTESTS. IT IS A REASONABLE

REQUEST,. "’
SIGNED P.ReOs H=BLOCKS,
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