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French. The French Foreign Minister has, however,

) Said ijn Privage
that should force be used to settle the dispute,

the pOSitiQn of
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with expressing a strong wish to see a peaceful solution tgo the es
dispute. The Irish and Italians remain less firm than our other
European partners. Ireland's Foreign Minister spoke on Irish
television on 20 April of Ireland's overriding concern to stop 5
greater conflict. They continue to show reluctance to Support
Britain's proposal for a series of demarches by the Belgium
Presidency in Third countries. The Italian government is increasingly
concerned about internal opinion, which is affected by the large
Italian community in Argentina. Norway continues to give strong
support for the British position, after their ban on imports from
Both Sweden and Portugal have given us

Argentina. Private assurance

that no arms exports will be made to Argentina. The Swiss government
have told us privately that Switzerland could not for reasons of
orinciple join in collective sanctions, but have said that they
intend to ensure that Switzerland was not used by Argentina to
circumvent measures taken by other countries.

8. There has been little change in Commonwealth opinion. The
Canadians have decided that their Ambassador should return to Buencs
Aires and the Australians have informed the Argentine Foreign
Minister that their Ambassador will also return, but have also sent
the Argentines a firm note supporting our position. There are signs
that New Zealand domestic opinion may be less than wholehearted in
its support for the Government's actions taken so far. Malta and
Cyprus, hitherto silent, have both indicated that support from them

will not go beyond the favourable Council of Europe resolution.
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