
C O 

lO DOWNING STREET 

PRIME MINISTER'S 
T H E PRIME MINISTER

PERSONAL
 2 

 MESSAGE 
0  J U L Y  1 9 ? 9 

SERIAL No. JMlZll 
CI P. 

You asked me on t h e t e l e p h o n e i f I c o u l d l e t you have a n o t e 

o f our p o s i t i o n on N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d . I have s e t t h i s o u t as b r i e f l y 

as p o s s i b l e i n t h e f o u r e n c l o s e d papers, one on t h e background, 

one on p r e s e n t Government p o l i c y , one on t e r r o r i s m , and one on 

s e c u r i t y p o l i c y and i t s impact on human r i g h t s . I am happy t h a t 

you s h o u l d show th e s e papers t o anybody t o whom you t h i n k t h a t t h e y 

m i g h t be u s e f u l . 


The essence of our p o s i t i o n today i s t h a t as a Government we 

have a good m a j o r i t y i n t h e House o f Commons and f i v e y e a r s i n 

which t o make p r o g r e s s over t h i s problem, and a l l t h o s e d i r e c t l y 

concerned know t h i s . Our p r e s e n t view i s t h a t we can b e s t make 

p r o g r e s s by p a t i e n t and p e r s i s t e n t n e g o t i a t i o n w i t h t h e n a r t i e s , 

r a t h e r t h a n by more p r e c i p i t a t e a c t i o n . We have a l r e a d y t a k e n an 

i n i t i a t i v e , i n t h e sense o f s t a r t i n g d i s c u s s i o n s w i t h a l l t h o s e 

w i t h a concern i n t h e m a t t e r ; b u t t h i s does n o t mean t h a t we exp e c t 

an e a r l y s o l u t i o n . There i s a wide gap between t h e o u t l o o k and 

a s p i r a t i o n s o f t h e two communities i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d , and i t w i l l 

n o t e a s i l y be b r i d g e d . 


I know t h a t you a r e i n c l o s e t o u c h w i t h Jack Lynch, and I am 

s u r e t h a t he u n d e r s t a n d s our p o s i t i o n . I m y s e l f met him s h o r t l y 

a f t e r t a k i n g o f f i c e , and b o t h Humphrey A t k i n s and P e t e r C a r r i n g t o n 

have had u s e f u l t a l k s i n D u b l i n w i t h I r i s h M i n i s t e r s d u r i n g t h e 

p a s t few weeks. We r e c o g n i s e t h a t t h e y have a l e g i t i m a t e i n t e r e s t 

i n t h e m a t t e r , and i n t h e outcome; b u t t h e y r e c o g n i s e t h a t t h e 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i s ou r s a l o n e . Of course I r i s h u n i t y remains t h e i r 


/ l o n g t e r m 




- 2 

l o n g t e r m a s p i r a t i o n , but t h e y are a t one w i t h us t h a t any s e t t l e m e n t 

must have t h e broad consent o f b o t h s i d e s of t h e community i n 

N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d , a p r i n c i p l e which you endorsed i n your s t a t e m e n t 

o f August 1977. To seek t o impose a s e t t l e m e n t i n t h e f a c e o f 

o p p o s i t i o n f r o m e i t h e r community would o n l y a g g r a v a t e and p r o l o n g 

t h e t r o u b l e s . > 


I have i n c l u d e d t h e paper on our s e c u r i t y p o l i c y and i t s i m p a c t 

on Human R i g h t s i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d because t h e s u b j e c t i s o f t e n 

a l i v e one i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . We a r e as concerned, as I know 

you a r e , t o s a f e g u a r d c i v i l l i b e r t i e s t o t h e f u l l e s t p o s s i b l e e x t e n t : 

we have a f u n d a m e n t a l d u t y t o p r o t e c t a l l t h e law a b i d i n g c i t i z e n s 

o f N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d f r o m murder and maiming by t e r r o r i s t s , w h i c h i s 

t h e most i m p o r t a n t human r i g h t o f a l l . I know t h a t T i p O ' N e i l l and 

o t h e r s have been q u i t e concerned about human r i g h t s . We have done a l l 

we can t o encourage u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f our problems. We have been 

e x t r e m e l y a p p r e c i a t i v e o f t h e e f f o r t s which he and s e v e r a l o f h i s 

c o l l e a g u e s have made t o reduce t h e f l o w o f funds f r o m I r i s h - A m e r i c a n 

sources i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s t o t e r r o r i s t o r g a n i s a t i o n s over h e r e , 

and more g e n e r a l l y t o p u t t h e r e c o r d s t r a i g h t on t h e " I r i s h q u e s t i o n " 

i n t h o s e c i r c l e s . I t i s an unhappy f a c t t h a t p e r s p e c t i v e s on I r e l a n d 
and not o n l y i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s - are s t i l  l apt t o owe more t o 

t h e 19th Century t h a n t o t h e f a c t s of t h e p r e s e n t day w o r l d . 


I have t r i e d t o keep t h e s e papers as s h o r t as p o s s i b l e ; b u t 

S i r N i c h o l a s Henderson had a v e r y f u l l b r i e f i n g on a l l a s p e c t s o f 

t h e I r i s h q u e s t i o n b e f o r e t a k i n g : up h i s p o s t i n Washington, i n c l u d i n g 

a v i s i t t o N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d . You may be s u r e t h a t we s h a l l keep 

him f u l l y i n f o r m e d as our t h i n k i n g d e v e l o p s . 


The P r e s i d e n t o f t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s o f America 



