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CONTROLS OVER LOCAL GOVERNMENT 


I have been c o n s i d e r i n g how t o implement our d e c i s i o n t o c a r r y out 

an e a r l y r e v i e w of s t a t u t o r y c o n t r o l s over l o c a l government, t a k i n g 

i n t o account the arrangements suggested by M i c h a e l H e s e l t i n e on 

16 May. 


There are powers t o remove c o n t r o l s i n the l o c a l government r e o r g a n i s a 

t i o n l e g i s l a t i o n which w e passed i n 1973, and I i n t e n d t o use these t o 

the maximum e x t e n t p o s s i b l e though, as M i c h a e l H e s e l t i n e e n v i s a g e s , 

f u r t h e r l e g i s l a t i o n may w e l l be n e c e s s a r y . I am d i s a p p o i n t e d t o f i n d 

t h a t t h e 1973 A c t powers have not been e x e r c i s e d so f a r ; but I am g l a d 

t o f i n d t h a t t h e S c o t t i s h O f f i c e over the l a s t few y e a r s has i n t r o d u c e d 

a system of c o n t r o l o f c a p i t a l e x p e n d i t u r e r e l a t e d t o major f u n c t i o n a l 

b l o c k s c o m p r i s i n g a range of s e r v i c e s , and has s i m p l i f i e d t h e r e m a i n i n g 

procedures f o r p r o j e c t c o n t r o l . I i n t e n d t o announce a f u r t h e r change 

i n t h e co u r s e o f t h e next few weeks whereby my Department w i l l cease 

t o examine i n d i v i d u a l h o u s i n g p r o j e c t s f o r s u b s i d y a p p r o v a l . 


I s h a l l t r y t o i d e n t i f y , w i t h i n t h e t i m e t a b l e suggested by M i c h a e l 

H e s e l t i n e , as many c o n t r o l s as p o s s i b l e which c o u l d be removed, 

a l t h o u g h t o complete t h e p r o c e s s I s h a l l have t o arrange f o r d i s c u s s i o n s 

w i t h t h e C o n v e n t i o n of S c o t t i s h L o c a l A u t h o r i t i e s . 


N u m e r i c a l l y I expect i  t w i l l be p o s s i b l e t o d i s p e n s e w i t h a g r e a t many 

c o n t r o l s , but we s h a l l have t o bear i n mind t h a t we need t o r e t a i n t h e 

means of p u r s u i n g our p o l i c i e s i n the v a r i o u s l o c a l government f i e l d s . 




We need a l s o t o r e t a i n t h e a b i l i t y t o secure a c c e p t a b l e s t a n d a r d s 

i n s e r v i c e s l i k e the p o l i c e , which, a l t h o u g h p r o v i d e d l o c a l l y , a re 

e s s e n t i a l l y n a t i o n a l i n concept and c o n d i t i o n s . 


I am c o p y i n g t h i s t o C a b i n e t c o l l e a g u e s , t h e M i n i s t e r o f T r a n s p o r t 

and S i r John Hunt. 
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