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NORTHERN IRELAND - CROSS BORDER CO-OPERATION 


Thank you f o r y o u r l e t t e r o f 8 October r e c o r d i n g the Prime M i n i s t e r ' s 

comments on my S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e ' s minute o f 5 October about h i s 

t a l k s on t h a t day w i t h M i n i s t e r s o f the I r i s h R e p u b l i c . 


Mr A t k i n s hopes t h a t the Prime M i n i s t e r w i l l not u n d e r e s t i m a t e t h e 

o p e r a t i o n a l v a l u e o f what was a c h i e v e d : we o b t a i n e d most o f what we 

wanted - e i t h e r i n t h e terms r e q u e s t e d o r i n a form which the I r i s h 

were b e t t e r a b l e t o concede b u t which we are s a t i s f i e d w i l l have t h e 

same o p e r a t i o n a l b e n e f i t s . T h i s was c o n f i r m e d a t a meeting y e s t e r d a y 

w i t h t h e GOC and the C h i e f C o n s t a b l e . 


On i n c i d e n t r e l a t e d h e l i c o p t e r f l i g h t s , the I r i s h p roduced e v e r y t h i n g 

we wanted. The Army are e n t i r e l y happy w i t h the l i m i t a t i o n t o f i v e 

k i l o m e t e r s , g i v e n t h a t t h a t and o t h e r arrangements w i l l be s u b j e c t t o 

monthly r e v i e w s a t whi c h , i f we can j u s t i f y i t , we can p r e s s f o r an 

e x t e n s i o n . P r e s e n t arrangements f o r o v e r f l i g h t a f t e r g i v i n g p r i o r 

n o t i c e w i l l c o n t i n u e ; and (a p o i n t which was not mentioned i n my 

S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e ' s b r i e f r e p o r t o f 5 Oct o b e r ) t h e I r i s h w i l l be 

s t a t i o n i n g a h e l i c o p t e r o f t h e i r own at Dundalk t o p a t r o l the d i f f i c u l t 

b o r d e r a r e a s . We s h a l l , t h e r e f o r e , have j o i n t p a t r o l l i n g by h e l i c o p t e r s , 

The p r o p o s e d arrangements f o r communication between h e l i c o p t e r s and the 

Garda, and between the B r i t i s h Army and Garda o f f i c e r s s p e c i a l l y 

a t t a c h e d t o t h e i r Army, are e n t i r e l y s a t i s f a c t o r y . The arrangements f o r 

nominated s e n i o r l i a i s o n o f f i c e r s are p r o b a b l y b e t t e r t h a n the o r i g i n a l 
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i d e a o f an exchange o f l i a i s o n o f f i c e r s , who would n ot have been 

a v a i l a b l e on a 24- hour a day b a s i s . The I r i s h would n o t agree t o 

PJJC o f f i c e r s t a k i n g p a r t i n Garda i n t e r r o g a t i o n s , b u t produc e d cogent 

e v i d e n c e s e t out i n t h e minute o f 5 October t h a t any c o n f e s s i o n s w h i c h 

might have r e s u l t e d would not have been a d m i s s i b l e i n t h e i r c o u r t s 

anyway. I n s t e a d , t h e Garda Commissioner has been g i v e n c l e a r a n c e by 

the M i n i s t e r o f J u s t i c e t o f i n d a l t e r n a t i v e ways o f a c h i e v i n g t h e same 

end, f o r example by h a v i n g an PJJC o f f i c e r on hand i n t h e Garda S t a t i o n 

r e a d y t o a d v i s e how t o use any a v a i l a b l e i n t e l l i g e n c e from N o r t h e r n 

I r e l a n d . The Garda Commissioner i s e v i d e n t l y now i n a p o s i t i o n t o 

p r o c e e d w i t h o t h e r more d e t a i l e d and t e c h n i c a l a s p e c t s o f c o - o p e r a t i o n . 

The o t h e r s u g g e s t i o n s p u t f o r w a r d by the Garda Commissioner are r e g a r d e d 

by the C h i e f C o n s t a b l e as p e r f e c t l y s a t i s f a c t o r y a l t e r n a t i v e s t o h i s own 

s u g g e s t i o n s . 


When the S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e r e v i e w e d t h e c o n c l u s i o n s o f t h e m e e t i n g w i t h 

the GOC, the C h i e f C o n s t a b l e and the S e c u r i t y C o - o r d i n a t o r y e s t e r d a y , i  t 

was agreed t h a t t h e meetings have produced a q u i t e new and s u b s t a n t i a l l y 

h i g h e r l e v e l of c o - o p e r a t i o n on wh i c h we can b u i l d a t the f u r t h e r 

meetings w h i c h are t o t a k e p l a c e . 


 am s e n d i n g a copy o f t h i s l e t t e r t o members o f OD and t o M a r t i n V i l e . 
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R A HARRINGTON 

P r i v a t e S e c r e t a r y 
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