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LEADER*S CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEER

86TH MEETING

00 pym,, Wednea rd Decembar, 1

in the Leader's Room at the House of Commons

B L L LR LS

AGERDA

1. Minutes of the 85th Meeting - attached
2, Puture Business

3. Porthcoming BEvents

4. Subjecte for Supply Day debates -

5. Boughton Committes = draft suggested evidence
attached

6. Any other business
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TO ALL OF THE LEADER'S CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE

I enclose a draft of avidence from the Party Organisation
to the Houghton Committee on Aid to Political Parties. This
will be discussed under item Five at the mesting of the Leader's
Consultative Committee on Wednesday 3vd Ix hat.

CHRIS PATTEN
Conservative Research Department, CFP /5MW
. 24 0ld Queen Street, London, S.W.l. 1,12,75



1.

'Thgﬁ'e

¢C (75) B6 Mig SECRET

- COPY NO. ..

R - - LE] . P EER .- V. N
Miznitgs of ‘the 86th Meeting held at 5.00 pif.
on Welnbeday; “3rd Décember’ 1975, . in. the .

. Leaderts Room at the House of Commons

Proment s ¥rs. Thatcher -:{in the Chair,
Items i, 2. snd pert of-3)

Mr, Whitelaw (in the Chair

part of Item 3 and Item 45

 9ir Keith "M, MaudIing
7 8ir ‘GeoTfrey:Howe, Mr, Gilmour
i+ Lord .Cavrringion, lir, Pricr

‘Mr. Jenkin; Mry Peyton . . .
‘Mr, 'St Tohii-Stevan;: Mr. Heseltine
“Wi's' Raison, Mr, Maude :
‘M, 'Buckanan-Smith, Mr; ‘Edwarde
Mr, -Heavé, Mro Fowler - . -
i il ey (Oppenkeim, JMr. Jepling

Lord Thormeyerold::. . :

[ hpeldgieds -
SOERTERTL

tkids: - -
REIE

I-ord Hailaham, _.M.v'. Younger

- Tiy‘sttendgneat.-Dri- Vaughan, Mr; Momsgomery, Ur, Butler
ST h g wers MryiPatten, Mot Ridley) Mz, Hicholson

Projisagd

‘firthe-Week8415th December

L ttofn Nendagy J8tlDacgibar. thers would be a Supply Dey, with

subjeot to be ddeidedyl’ This would be followed by: & Motion

¢ 'the EuropedniCommirities (Definition c¢f Treatiss) (Mo, 3)

and-{Wo. 4) Ordérsy: (Hr. Dykes).
. z [N

... 0n Tuesduy, 9%h Dacambar there wowld be the Second Resding
5 the PradeliUntoirand: labour Relations: (Amendment) Bill,
fedyowed’ by-a  ProceduraliMotion

¥ Mri-Prior, My, Hayhoe).
old béa‘-tl_&ﬁ;& Line whip,i'. . . .

I Chdul e, ¥ A w

' 'On Wednesday,  10th Deceaber:thers would -tg the Second
Reading 6f° the Dock Work Regulation/Bill (Mr, Prior, Mr. Hayhoe).
Therd would Be:'a thiee linkg whip, . This would be followed by
the Remeining Stages. of the OECD Support Fund Bill {Mr, D. Howell)
‘and the Remaining Stages of ¢he Moneylenders (Crown Agents}
Bilt (Mr; ‘Griffithe),  and them by a' Prayer on Road Traffic
(Spesd Limith} TN . -

; Foin . .
‘ "On' ‘thureday,” Y1th Decewbey there would be Private Jieubers

Motions un¥iliT,00 p.m. ' The Tirst: for debate would be

My, Tawrenca's motion’ cn Penalty -for Terrorist Offencea and

_ thie mi, ﬁ"ﬁe_lful-loiud'- by Mr, Newen®s on Unemployment and

¥r, Tomlirisoh'e buProblema:of School Transport. This would
<00 W1, by the Remaining Stages of the Civil
Liet Bill (Mr, D. Howell or Mr. Noth)-and by motions on the
Northern Ireland (Emergency Provieions) Order and (Various
Emergency Provisions) %gnntizmanca) Order (Mr, Neavel.




3.

" organisetion and did .not bind
iy

PR -2 -

On Fridsy,. 12tk Decenber there wowld be more Private
Hexmbers Motioas,  Thé¢ TiFah would bié Mr. PFletcher's motion
on Investment of Pengion and Insurance Funde in Industry,

The second wokld be one’ by Mr. Willey and third Mr, Ovenden's
motion of the Woridng'@fl Urown -Procedurea Act 1947.

PR P & N L
On Mondey, 15th Decembier there would be the Second Reading
of the Armed Forcee Bill, followed by a motion on the Army,
Air Forve and Naval Dimeipline Aots. (Continuation) Order 1975
(Mr. Younger, Mr. Onslow). .

¥ettera Ariping on Business

It was'agroed, to protest at having to take the Second
Reading of the Dack Work -Regulation Bill so soon after its
publication. - Wit regerd %o Mr. -Lawrence's motien on the
Penalty for .Terrordst. Offences on Thursday, 11th December,
it was agreed that the:guesidon of capital punichment

for tervorigts remeined s matter of personal judgement
for each member-of -the Shadow.Cabinet erd each MP, It was
also agreed ‘thet Mr, Gilmour would intervene briefly in the
debate from the Front-Bench. - -

After a short discussion it was agreed to devote the
Supply Day on 8th December to attacking the Government's
wishandling of Horth Hea. 0ily .on-a moetion.for the adjournment
of the House., Mr, Jenkin and Mr, Gray would speak and the

details.of any.referances to Stotland would be settled leter

Yrs.. Thatghery Six:Geeffrey Howe, Mr, Jenkin, Wr. Buchanan—

by
Smith and ¥r. Atkins,

Draft Statement ‘op:PiblieiFinanei:

+ TDwo'drafte had'been circulated,.e shortey and s longer
ohe.. Iord Thorneycroft explained wihy: he preferred the; .
shorter as-leaving us:less cpen to.criticism by our supporters
for indiceticns that we might, .inicertaip circumetsaces,
favour public financing of political parties.

. Thers.was s discussion. It was sgresd that Tord Morneycroft

and- Mry ¥eude; ig: conpultation with their colleagues in' the
Farty orgenisation, should,produce 8 re-~drafted paper, incor—
porating mere of the argument end factual material of the

_ longer paper, while avoiding: giving any impression that we
‘were in.favour.of accepting state aid. It was agreed that

Lord Thorneyoroft and Mr, Meude {end other Party officere
in attendance) would.be able,.to develom-any: degirable |
erguments further when giving oral evidence to the Houghton
Committee end replying to thein .quesfiona, . It wag aleg
agreed that Mr. Prior weuld be conailfed, ¢ver the paesage
referring to the trade union political levy and its ralation
to labout Party Tinance and (onference voting, and thet the
re—drafted paper wouldi be.-shown to Mre, Thatchepr and
Sir :Geofrrey Howa,: . It wouldihe pirculatsd; to the rest of
the' Shadow Cabinet as soon:as practisable. . It would be
emphasised that the paper. repromsntad. the views of She party
Cekpher the Shedow Cabinet or

the Parliamentapy !




4.

Hational Health Service

¥r, Fowler and Dr. Vaughan reported on the present state
of the two dismputes in the Natiooal Health Serivee, There
was & short discussion, after which it was agreed that while
urging the doctors to cemse their action, we should lay much
of the blame for the situation on Mra, Castle, and urge the
Government to refer the pay beds issue to the Royal Commission
on the Netjonal Health Service, avnd arrsnge for en independent
audit of the junior dectors' claim. My, Whitelaw would dis=

cusa with Mre, Thatcher whether phe should make & statement
on the NH3 iegue,

The meeting closed at 7.00 p.m.

Conservative Research Departmett DIN/GSE
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