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1. THE GERNAN ANBASSADOR TOOK THE ACTION FORE3HADOviED IN

TUR WITH THE ARGENTINE FOREIGN MINISTER ?ESTERDAY AFTERNOON.

HE WAS SU.53EQUENTLY SUXONED TO SEE PRESIDENT GALTIERI AT

2000 BUENOS AIRES TIXE. (THE GERMANS UNDERSTAND THAT OTHER

EUROPEAN AABASSADORS WILL ALSO BE CALLED IN BY THE PRESIDENT).

THE AoS'e4AERTIES ANT HAVE GIVEN US IN STRICT CONFICEE A

FULL ACCOUNT OF THE LATTER CONVERSATION (ABDUT :r1HICH '04E

UNCERSTAND GENSCHER YiAY TELEPHONE YOU FRO,,1 HIS AIRCRAFT —

sEE P4RA HL3). OUR CONTACT ASY,:D THAT 30R K\04LEDE

OF IT-#IDULD NOT EE REVEALE'o OUTSIE THE FCD ND 11 PRTICUL A.

T‘.4AT IT T;;-,CUiJ) N:YT THE IN



FULLACCOUNT OF THE LATTER CONVERSATION (ABOUT WHICH WE

UNDERSTAND GENSCHER MAY TELEPHONE YOU FROM HIS AIRCRAFT -

SEE PARA 6 a-ELM. OUR CONTACT ASKED THAT OUR KNOwLEDE

OF IT SHOULD NOT BE REVEALED OUTSIDE THE FCO AND IN PARTICULAR

THAT IT SHOULD NOT BE DISCUSSED WITH THE FRG EMBASSY IN LONDON.

2, GALTIERI, WHO LOOKED NERVOUS, BEGAN BY SAYING THAT HE

WISHED TO EXPLAIN THE ARGENTINE POSITION TO FRIENDLY

COUNTRIES WITH THE AIM OF BRINGING ABOUT A DIFLONATIC

SOLUTION TO THE FALKLAND CRISIS: HE REHEARSED THE ARGENTINE

POSITION ON FAMILIAR LINES AND ENDED BY SAYING THAT THE

QUOTE OCCUPATION UNQUOTE OF THE ISLANDS.HAD BEEN UNDERTAKEN

BECAUSE OF DOUBTS ABOUT BRITAIN'S WILL TO NEGOTIATE

IN EARNEST. ARGENTINA WAS PREPARED TO DEFEND THE ISLANDS

WITH ALL TEE MILITARY MEANS AT HER DISPOSAL: IF HER

WESTERN FRIENDS CHOSE NOT TO.SUPPORT

HER SHE WOULD ACCEPT MILITARY ASSISTANCE FROM ANY OTHER

SOURCE.

AFTER REFERRING TO THE EC STATEMENT ON THE INCIDENT

THE GERMAN AMBASSADOR ASKED WHETHER ARGENTINA WAS STILL

PREPARED TO HOLD TALKSAIMED AT REACHING AN HONOURABLE

SOLUTION TO THE CRISIS ANDWHAT THE ELEMENTS OF SUCH

A SOEUTION MIGHT BE. GALTIERI REPLIED 'II-1AT EVERYTHING WAS

NEGOTIABLE WITHTHE EXCEPTION OF FINALRECOGNITION OF

ARGENTINE SOVEREIGNTY OVER THE ISLANDS. IN ANSWER

TO A QUESTION HE SAID THAT THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE ARGENTINE

FORCE MIGHT BE POSSIBLE PROVIDED THAT IT DID NOT BRING INTO

QUESTION THE RECOGNITION OF ARGENTINE SOVEREIGNTY.

ARGENTINA wAS ALSO WILLING TO TALK ABOUT A TIMETABLE FOR THE

TRANSFER OF SOVEREIGNTY BUT THIS WOULD HAVE TO BE FIRMLY

AGREED WITH THE TRANSFER TAKING PLACE SOON AND IF

POSSIBLE THIS YEAR: ANOTHER 17 YEARS OF NEGOTIATION WERE

OUT OF THE QUESTION. ECONONNIC NATTERS AND C:iUESTIJNS AFFECTING

THE ISLANDER:i COULD ALSO BE DISCUSSED.

GALTIERI SAID THAT %RING THE LANDINGS THE ARGENTIE

FORCES HAD HAD STRICT ORDERS NCT TO OPEN FIRE A%p IF



THE ISLANDERS COULD ALs0 BE DISCUSSED.

SALTIER! SAID THAT DURING THE LANDINGS THE ARGENTINE

FORCES HAD HAD STRICT ORDERS NOT TO OPEN FIRE AND IF

POSSIBLE NOT TO ENGAGE IN ANY SHOOTING WITH THE ISLANDS'

DEFENDERS. AS FAR AS HE KNEW FOUR ARGENTINES HAD BEEN KILLED

BUT THERE HAD BEEN NO BRITISH CASUALTIES. BUT IF BRITAIN

ATTEA)TED TO RETAKE THE ISLANDS THERE WOULD BE MUCH

BLOODSHED.

GALTIERI ADDED ThAT HE HAD NO'SPECIAL CONFIDENCE IN

US ATTEMPTS TO EDIATE IN THE DISPUTE. HE PREFERRED

TO LOOK TO EUROPE TO DO THIS AS HE FELT THAT THERE WAS

MORE SYNPATHY THERE FOR THE ARGENTINE POSITION (SIC).

6. wE UNDERSTAND THAT GENSCHER HAS OFFERED OVER THE

TELEPHONE TO FEED IN TO THE BRASILIANS ANY IDEAS ON THE

DISPUTE THAT YOU FELT WOULD BE USEFUL (HE WILL ACCOMPANY

FEDERAL PRESIDENT CARSTENS ON A STATE VISIT TO BRAZIL

STARTING TOMORROW). THE PARTY LEFT BONN FOR RECIFE AT

113CL AND WILL STOP OVER THERE TO ALLOW THEM TO ARRIVE IN

BRASILIA AT A REASONABLE HOUR TOMORROW MORNING. IT MIGHT

THEREFORE BE BEST IF ANY COMUNICATIONS ON THIS SUBJECT

COULD BE SENT BOTH HERE AND TO BRASILIA FOR ONWARD

TRANSMSSION. THE AUS4AERTIGES AMT THINK IHAT

THE BRAZILIANS ARE BY NO i,7EANS SYMPATHETIC TO THE ARGENTINE

MILITARY ACTION:AND OUR CONTACT POINTED OUT THAT THE BRAZILIAN

FOREIGN MNISTER HAD CAREFULLY AVOIDED TAKING A POSITION

ON THE SUBSTANCE OF THE MATTER ,:;HEN HE SPOKE TO THE PRESS

IN NEW YORK ON 2 APRIL ON HIS WAY BACK TO BRALIL FROM

A VISIT TO TOKYO.
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