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VISIT BY THE TAOISEACH: 10 MAY 1979 


Thank you f o r sen d i n g Joe P i l l i n g a copy o f your l e t t e r of 2 May t o 

Bryan C a r t l e d g e about the Ta o i s e a c h ' s p r i v a t e v i s i t t o London on 10 May. 


We a c c e p t t h a t i  t would be a p p r o p r i a t e , i  f time can be sp a r e d , f o r the 

Prime M i n i s t e r t o o f f e r Mr Lynch the o p p o r t u n i t y o f a s h o r t c o u r t e s y 

c a l l as l o n g as i t can be c l e a r l y u nderstood on bot h s i d e s t h a t i t i s 

to be - and i s t o be pr e s e n t e d p u b l i c l y as - no more than t h a t . I t 

w i l l o b v i o u s l y be much too e a r l y f o r the new a d m i n i s t r a t i o n t o be 

e n t e r i n g i n t o any s u b s t a n t i v e d i s c u s s i o n of No r t h e r n I r e l a n d problems, 

and i t w i l l be d e s i r a b l e t o make t h i s q u i t e c l e a r when the i n v i t a t i o n 

i s i s s u e d - i n d e e d , perhaps t h a t p o i n t might be made through p r i o r 

i n f o r m a l c o n t a c t w i t h the I r i s h . 


We s h a l l s e p a r a t e l y suggest t o the new S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r N o r t h e r n 

I r e l a n d t h a t he sends an e a r l y , p r i v a t e message t o the I r i s h M i n i s t e r 

f o r F o r e i g n A f f a i r s s a y i n g t h a t ne l o o k s f o r w a r d t o a r e l a t i v e l y e a r l y 

t a l k w i t h him. The Prime M i n i s t e r c o u l d mention t h i s proposed meeting 

t o the T a o i s e a c h i n c o n f i d e n c e , w i t h the i m p l i c a t i o n t h a t i t would be 

the next s u b s t a n t i v e c o n t a c t between tro^Governments on the N o r t h e r n 

I r e l a n d problem. 


I am c o p y i n g t h i s t o Bryan C a r t l e d g e (No 10) and M a r t i n V i l e ( C a b i n e t 

O f f i c e ) . 
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