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POSSIBLE PIRA REACTION TO THE POPE'S VISIT 


A t the OD meeting on Wednesday we s h a l l be a b l e t o d i s c u s s t h e 

p o l i t i c a l consequences of the Pope's v i s i t t o I r e l a n d , w h i c h may prove 

t o be s i g n i f i c a n t and b e n e f i c i a l . I t i s p o s s i b l e , however, t h a t we may 

be f a c e d s u d d e n l y w i t h a s i t u a t i o n w h i c h we have not d i s c u s s e d , namely a 

PIRA announcement of a c e a s e f i r e or of t h e o f f e r of a c e a s e f i r e 

c o n d i t i o n a l upon c e r t a i n r e s p o n s e s by the Government. T h i s minute s e t s 

out the l i n e on w h i c h I s uggest we s h o u l d r e s p o n d , so t h a t we a r e not 

exposed t o the c r i t i c i s m t h a t we a r e l o s i n g the o p p o r t u n i t y w h i c h the 

Pope has, a l m o s t m a g i c a l l y , c r e a t e d . 


P r o v i s i o n a l S i n n F e i n have announced t h e i r i n t e n t i o n t o h o l d a p r e s s 
c o n f e r e n c e on 2 O c t o b e r , a t w h i c h PIRA's response i s l i k e l y t o be 
r e v e a l e d . I doubt i f t h e Pope's a p p e a l f o r an end t o v i o l e n c e i s l i k e l y 
t o be heeded by PIRA o r INLA: t h e y have s e t t l e d f o r a l o n g h a u l and w i l l 
n o t g i v e up w i t h o u t something s u b s t a n t i a l t o show f o r i t  . Indeed, t h e r e 
has a l r e a d y been one a t t a c k t o d a y on the Army i n B e l f a s t , p r o b a b l y 
c onducted by PIRA, w h i c h f o r t u n a t e l y (and f o r t u i t o u s l y ) r e s u l t e d o n l y 
i n two s o l d i e r s b e i n g s l i g h t l y i n j u r e d . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , we must be r e a d y w i t h an a p p r o p r i a t e response t o any move 

PIRA may make. I suggest t h a t our response s h o u l d be as f o l l o w s : 


a. I f PIRA were t o d e c l a r e a c e a s e f i r e (which would c e r t a i n l y 

be o n l y f o r s h o r t - t e r m t a c t i c a l r e a s o n s ) our response s h o u l d be 

t h a t we welcome any r e d u c t i o n of v i o l e n c e and t h a t i  f t e r r o r i s m 

d i e s t h e n n o t h i n g c o u l d do more t o encourage the r e s t o r a t i o n of 

p o l i t i c a l and economic p r o g r e s s i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d . We s h o u l d 

r e - a f f i r m , however, t h a t our p o l i c y w i l l c o n t i n u e t o be t o e n f o r c e 

the r u l e of law and t h a t t h o s e who commit no c r i m e s have n o t h i n g 

t o f e a r . 


b. The more l i k e l y PIRA move i s t o d e c l a r e t h a t t h e y w i l l c o n t i n u e 

v i o l e n c e u n l e s s the B r i t i s h Government meets c e r t a i n c o n d i t i o n s . 

Our g e n e r a l response t o such an approach must be t h a t , as the 

Pope h i m s e l f has s a i d , p o l i t i c a l p r o g r e s s cannot be brought about 

by v i o l e n c e . I f t h e i r c o n d i t i o n s demand immediate p o l i t i c a l 

p r o p o s a l s , we must r e a f f i r m t h a t we s h a l l b r i n g our p r o p o s a l s t o 

the Westminster P a r l i a m e n t when our c o n s u l t a t i o n s have been 

completed. I f t h e y demand moves towards " j u s t i c e " (the word w h i c h 

the Pope h i m s e l f used) such as t h e c o n c e s s i o n o f s p e c i a l c a t e g o r y 

s t a t u s f o r " p r i s o n e r s o f war", we s h o u l d emphasise t h a t we s h a l l 

d i s c r i m i n a t e n e i t h e r a g a i n s t nor i n f a v o u r o f t h o s e c o n v i c t e d 

o f t e r r o r i s t o f f e n c e s . As t h e Pope s a i d - "Nobody may ever c a l l 

murder by any o t h e r name t h a n murder .... the s p i r a l o f v i o l e n c e 

may never be g i v e n t h e d i s t i n c t i o n o f u n a v o i d a b l e l o g i c or 
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n e c e s s a r y r e t a l i a t i o n . " I f t h e y demand c i v i l r i g h t s f o r the 

C a t h o l i c m i n o r i t y we s h a l l be a b l e t o s t a n d f i r m on t h e r e c o r d 

o f s u c c e s s i v e B r i t i s h Governments i n t a c k l i n g d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . 


c. A n o t h e r p o s s i b i l i t y i s t h a t PIRA may seek c o v e r t l y t o 

n e g o t i a t e a c e a s e f i r e , and t h e r e a r e a l r e a d y s t r a w s i n t h e 

wind t o su g g e s t t h i s p o s s i b i l i t y . I am r e - i n f o r c i n g my 

e x i s t i n g i n s t r u c t i o n s t o M i n i s t e r i a l c o l l e a g u e s and s e n i o r 

o f f i c i a l s i n my Department t h a t such approaches a r e t o be 

r e p o r t e d t o me and t h a t i t i s t o be made c l e a r i n response t o 

them t h a t the Government i s not p r e p a r e d t o e n t e r i n t o 

n e g o t i a t i o n s w i t h t e r r o r i s t s . 


I f any o f t h e s e s i t u a t i o n s a r i s e , I s h a l l , of c o u r s e , c o n s u l t you 

and c o l l e a g u e s most c l o s e l y c oncerned v e r y u r g e n t l y so t h a t we may 

a v o i d the Government b e i n g s p u r i o u s l y thrown on t o the d e f e n s i v e . 

I f , i n t h e e v e n t , n o t h i n g emerges from PIRA b e f o r e our meeting on 

Wednesday we can c o n s i d e r t h e n how t o respond t o any subsequent 

PIRA. moves o f t h i s k i n d . 


I am s e n d i n g a copy o f t h i s minute t o the members o f OD and t o 

S i r John Hunt. 


( S i g n e d on b e h a l f o f the 

S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e i n h i s absence) 


1 October 1979 
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