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Death o f L o r d M o u n t b a t t e n : P r e s i d e n t 

C a r t e r ' s Message 


I e n c l o s e a s u g g e s t e d d r a f t r e p l y from the Prime M i n i s t e r 

t o P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r ' s message o f condolence o f 28 August. 

L i k e you, we have been s t r u c k by the l a c k o f r e f e r e n c e i n t h e 

message t o the c i r c u m s t a n c e s o f L o r d Mountbatten's d e a t h : no 

mention o f murder o r t e r r o r i s n , no condemnation. The S t a t e 

Department spokesman has however now i s s u e d (on 28 August) 

a statement condemning a l l p e r p e t r a t o r s o f a c t s o f v i o l e n c e i n 

N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d and u r g i n g Americans not t o s u p p o r t them. We 

'suggest t h a t t h e Prime M i n i s t e r s h o u l d i n c l u d e a r e f e r e n c e i n 

h e r message welcoming t h i s s t a t e m e n t . T h i s might s e r v e t o 

show t h a t we have n o t e d the d e f i c i e n c y i n the P r e s i d e n t ' s form 

o f words. 


We suggest t h a t the Prime M i n i s t e r ' s r e p l y s h o u l d be 

conveyed by our Embassy at Washington. I f you agree, we w i l l 


/ despatch the e n c l o s e d t e l e g r a m s . I t would a l s o be a p p r o p r i a t e 

/ t o i n f o r m the American Charge: I e n c l o s e a s u g g e s t e d d r a f t 


r e p l y t o h i s l e t t e r . 


I t a k e i t you w i l l i n f o r m t h e f a m i l y o f t h i s exchange. 


R M J Lyne 
P r i v a t e S e c r e t a r y 


M O'D B A l e x a n d e r Esq 

10 Downing S t r e e t 
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F C O / W h i t e h a l l DEATH OF LORD MOUNTBATTEN 


1. MIFT c o n t a i n s t h e t e x t o f a message from P r e s i d e n t 


C a r t e r t o t h e Prim e M i n i s t e r d e l i v e r e d v i a the Am e r i c a n 


Embassy h e r e , c o n v e y i n g h i s c o n d o l e n c e s on t h e d e a t h o f 


L o r d M o u n t b a t t e n . P l e a s e a r r a n g e f o r t h e f o l l o w i n g 


r e p l y t o be d e l i v e r e d t o t h e P r e s i d e n t as soon as 


p o s s i b l e : 

Copies to: — 

"Dear Mr P r e s i d e n t 


I was g r a t e f u l t o r e c e i v e y o u r l e t t e r o f 28 August 


c o n v e y i n g t h e c o n d o l e n c e s o f y o u r s e l f and Mrs C a r t e r on 


t h e t r a g i c d e a t h o f E a r l M o u n t b a t t e n o f Burma. I s h a l l 


pass on your message o f sympathy t o h i s f a m i l y . N o t h i n g 


can e v e r j u s t i f y s u c h a b r u t a l and s e n s e l e s s murder. May 


I a l s o say t h a t I welcome t h e S t a t e Department's s t a t e m e n t 




on 28 August, r e a f f i r m i n g y o u r Government's condemnation 


o f a l l t h o s e who seek t o a c h i e v e t h e i r g o a l s i n N o r t h e r n 


I r e l a n d t h r o u g h v i o l e n c e , and u r g i n g a l l Americans 


t o r e f r a i n from s u p p o r t i n g o r g a n i s a t i o n s i n v o l v e d 


i n v i o l e n c e . 


Y o u r s s i n c e r e l y 


M a r g a r e t T h a t c h e r " 


2. See MIFT 
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? C O / W H I ' MIPT: DEATH OF LORD MOUNT! 


1. F o l l o w i n g i s t h e t e x t o f P r e s i d e n t G a r t e r 


"Dear Mrs T h a t c h e r : 


I t I s with, a p r o f o u n d sadness t h a t P.osalyn and I l e a r n e d 


o f t h e t r a g i c d e a t h o f E a r l Koiin t h a t t e n . He was an 


e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y w i s e and courageous s t a t e s m a n and 


s o l d i e r . The American p e o p l e renenfber e s p e c i a l l y 

Copies to:

h i s g r e a t s e r v i c e t o o u r common cause d u r i n g W o r l d 


War I I . We sh a r e y o u r g r e a t sense o f l o s s . 


S i n c e r e l y 


J i n - y C a r t e r . " 
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I have been asked  t o thank you f o r y o u r l e t t e r  o f 28 


August  t o the Prime M i n i s t e r , w i t h w h i c h you e n c l o s e d 


a message from P r e s i d e n t C a r t e r c o n v e y i n g h i s c o n d o l e n c e s 


on t h e d e a t h  o f Lo r d M o u n t b a t t e n . I e n c l o s e f o r 


i n f o r m a t i o n the t e x t  o f a r e p l y w h i c h  i s b e i n g s e n t 


v i a t h e B r i t i s h Embassy  a t V/ashington DC. 


/ / 
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E n c l o s u r e 


Dear Mr P r e s i d e n t 


I was g r a t e f u l t o r e c e i v e y o u r l e t t e r o f 28 August 


c o n v e y i n g t h e c o n d o l e n c e s o f y o u r s e l f and Mrs C a r t e r 


on the t r a g i c d e a t h o f E a r l Mount "batten o f Burma. I 


s h a l l pass on y o u r message o f sympathy t o h i s f a m i l y . 


N o t h i n g can e v e r j u s t i f y such a b r u t a l and s e n s e l e s s 

• 


murder. I n t h i s c o n n e c t i o n I welcome a l s o the 


statement made by the S t a t e Department spokesman on 28 


August, r e a f f i r m i n g the c o n d e m n a t i o n o f y o u r governmennt 


o f a l l t h o s e i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d who seek t o a c h i e v e t h e i r 


g o a l s t h r o u g h v i o l e n c e , and u r g i n g a l l Americans t o 


r e f r a i n from s u p p o r t i n g o r g a n i s a t i o n s i n v o l v e d i n 


v i o l e n c e . 


Yours s i n c e r e l y 


M a r g a r e t T h a t c h e r 


r 
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