100 (76) 128th Meg. SEORET
' COFY 0 L L....

" LzADER'S CONSULTATTVE GoMS 'MBE

Minutes of the 128th Meeting held at 3. GG Bomi :
Monday, 26%h July, 1975, in the Lealer's Boom at . .
the Houae of Commene :

Present: " Mre. Thetoher (1n the Ohatr)

My, Whitélaw, Sir Esith Jomepn, .~
Tord Carrihgton, m-. Maud’ Lns, N
Sir Geoffrsy Howe,
©fr, Gllmowr; Nrs Sem:in. M. Payton,
“Mr, St JohnaBkevas, Mr. aneltme,
u& chanao.

. i, Raison; “Mr. Bsude; Ma.: Bus
CSnithy Miv Biwards, . Mr..Nesve,
Mra, Oppenheim, !lr. Biffery

Tord 'I'hornayoroft

My, Atl:!.:nl

Ir attendence: - Sir Petep Kirk, l!r.-l‘iott\, “Mp. Higg.lns,
Mr. Stanley, Hr. Butler, Nr. Patten, .
HMr. Douglaes, Mr, Ridley, lﬂ.'r. Nichelson

Apologient s Ievd Ee.ilsfha.m, Mr. Prio;

“3iret Draft of a Polfey Tooiment

1, fThere wam & general discussion ap %0 whether to ‘publish &
document on ths lines su.ggested.‘ The following poinﬂ were
arread gt .

{1} We phould publish a domon't: of, thi.s general nsiuire
befors the Party Conference., L Wé should explain why re were
prodMcing such o statement at this time abd why it 434 wo¥
necedsarily covil every imsue, Wa should ta¥Xe care oot te
Pt too much detall in i%. .. .

(i1} The existiag aratt nueded 0. be gemrall;r remoaa][’led
80 a# to bring out more effuetively értgin thémga, vi‘z.

=  that the role of- govammdn'b; na -Ehe batden i'E
impomes on frea cnterprise, is too larde;

- that taxation is too high-and limite choice;-
-  that ownership of pruperty is d.eai.mh'ls in iteelf;

- -that pocisl values and tumil: life shuulﬂ be:
encouraged;

- that quality and merit nead to be regognised and
rowarded;

~.  that we ehould ruupor.ﬂ 0. the inureasing" oncem
h-ing shown for the maintefance of lu.w a.nd order.and of
autkority of I-‘arliamn’a‘; e E

that we wi!hsd to ‘Néa- fhes. trsﬂa u.uionu pla;;riﬁa 4
raspomibla role in seciéky. “
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(31i) These themes would be stgted ot on egyly stage in
the document and would be raferrdd to.later as appropriaste in
the discuagion of various subjectes. R L

{iv} The docuient should be gignificantly ehorter than
this first draft, )

(v} 1t was desirable that it should be substentially
the work of oms or two dr=ftemen, taking sccount of the views
d in 44 sion and in written emendment, rather than
be redrafted by a committéae. Lo,

2. Thers followed a gsneral discusaion of the contents of
the document, In addition, various members hed indicated or
wers indiceiing o Mr, Maude and Mr, FPatten the chenges they
wished t¢ see made.  Among the pointe agreed in discussion
were the following:. . toa -

T
{i) The challenge %o the authorify of Parlisment should ®
be referred £o in the section.on our philosophy at the beginning,
and we should epell out the problem and cur response at tha
start of the section "People, Parlisment and the Law" before
moving .on to immigraticn and lsw' and order,

(ii) Among the mections thut required redrafting were
those on the common egrioultural polipy, profit sharing
(whera we rhould emphmsise that we wickad the adoption of
schemes to be volumtery), end taXx nredits where we phould seak
%0 emphasise how this would affect not only taxetion Huk.elso
social services,

{11i) The psssezs or Burope shoifid be Strengthensd zai
our positive commitment to the development of a more united
Eurcpe emphasised, Wa showld not however apell out any
changes e wirhed t0 see in thé Enropean instituvious, and
we should be careful not b 'esy. anmything whick sight antagonise
the christian Democrat partiea with wihom we wished te or--opédate. .
{iv) Puesible omissions from the Firet ‘draft which we
might wish to refer to in the finsl draft were: reference
t6 our desire to have less legiplatiodn, to the problem of -
overmanning {indicating thet' rdducing overmenring does not-
necessarily meen more unemployment), and to the gemersl problem
of unemployment, especially 'witll‘i ;ifg@.rr; *o' ‘schogl leavers.

3. Arrangements for Publication og a Document

There was. e dimscuseion. It was agreed that Mry Maude should
vonault with our advisers on publicity With regard %o the precise

CLTY
timing of publication dwring the week before the Pariy Conference.

4. Fext meeting

It was sgreed that there would be a meeting at 5.15 p.m.
on Wednesdey, %ﬁh‘ Auguet, to-dimcups the second drafi of the
document, Mr, Maude and Mr. Patten would therefftcr be
responsible for redrafting the.dooument in the light of-that
discussion, There would elso be a meeting at 11.00 a.m. in
Central Office on Mondey, 2md Auguet t¢ discums vapricus Purther
reports from policy groups. T T T
Conmayvative Research Department, B ' DIN/RME
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