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9,1

FM FCO

TO IMMEDIl,TE LAG.nS

YOUR TELNO 265: MCSSAGE FROM PRIME MINISTER

1. Please seek an early personal interview to deliver

following ressae to President Shaoari:

"Dear Mr President

I was most orateful to receive your reply to my appeal for

support over the Falkland Islands issue. It is good, in

times Like these, to be able to count one's friends. At this


morkent, we still cannot see how things will go: but you may

rest assured that we shall continue to do cur utmost to arrive

at a negotiated solution consistent with our principles and

in particular the wishes of the islanders themselves, the

very point which Nigeria's statement on the Falkland Islands

issue so correctly stresses.

"I should not like you to think that we are aware only of our

own problems. We are extremely conscious of the difficulties


which the weaknesses in oil prices has caused Nigeria.
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2 Indeed,yetoehavesufferedatos ofGovernment revenue




3 asaresultoftheweakeningofworlddemandfor oil.The




4 BritishGovernmenthasabsolutelynointerestin de-stabilisa-



tionoftheoilmarket.Asyoucorrectlystated inyour




6 historicstatementonthespecialjentsessionofthe




7 NigerianNationalAssemblyon19April,'.thenationsofthe




8 world,bioorsmall,richorpoor,arealLmutuallyinter-




9 dependentandourinterestsarecomplementary'. Wehave




10 notedwithinteresttheeconomicprogrammewhich youannounced




11 onthatoccasionandIsendyoumyverybestwishesforits




12 success.




13 "Yourssincerely,




14 MarcaretThatcher."
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