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I am w r i t i n g i n r e p l y t o your l e t t e r o f 22 March about t h e 


agenda f o r t h e 1979 Heads o f Government M e e t i n g . 


I note t h a t you s u g g e s t k e e p i n g t h e c u s t o m a r y p a t t e r n f o r t h e 


m e e t i n g , t h u s e n a b l i n g us t o d i s c u s s b o t h g l o b a l p o l i t i c a l and 


economic i s s u e s and a l s o s p e c i f i c t o p i c s , i n c l u d i n g Commonwealth 


f u n c t i o n a l c o - o p e r a t i o n . In a d o p t i n g t h i s a p p r o a c h , however, I 


b e l i e v e i t w i l l be i m p o r t a n t f o r us t o d i s c i p l i n e o u r s e l v e s i n t h e 


amount of t i m e we spend on any one p a r t i c u l a r s u b j e c t . 


Economic m a t t e r s w i l l be o f g r e a t c o n c e r n t o us a l l  , and I 


e x p e c t t h e r e w i l l be a g e n e r a l d i s c u s s i o n and a r e v i e w o f t h e g l o b a l 


economic s i t u a t i o n and p r o s p e c t s . We s h a l l want t o c o n s i d e r t h e 


s t a t e o f t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p between t h e d e v e l o p e d and d e v e l o p i n g 


c o u n t r i e s . But I b e l i e v e t h a t t h e most u s e f u l a p p r o a c h w o u l d be 


f o r Heads o f Government t o aim t o t r a n s c e n d a r t i f i c i a l d i v i s i o n s s u c h 


as " N o r t h / S o u t h " , and t o a d d r e s s o u r s e l v e s t o common econ o m i c 


problems i n a g l o b a l s e t t i n g , r a t h e r t h a n t o r e p e a t t h e d e t a i l e d 


d i s c u s s i o n of s p e c i f i c q u e s t i o n s , s u c h as t h e Common Fund o r IMF 


c o n d i t i o n a l i t y , w h i c h w i l l r e c e n t l y have t a k e n p l a c e a t UNCTAD and 


e l s e w h e r e . 


Under t h e economic h e a d i n g we may w i s h t o exchange v i e w s 


b r i e f l y about t h e new Lome C o n v e n t i o n ; Heads of Government w i l l w i s h 


t o c o n s i d e r t h e p r o p o s a l s put f o r w a r d a t t h e B a n g a l o r e C o n f e r e n c e 


w i t h a view t o d e c i d i n g whether and how t o put them i n t o e f f e c t . 


/ W i t h r e g a r d 
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With r e g a r d t o r e l a t i o n s h i p s between t h e o f f i c i a l and 


u n o f f i c i a l Commonwealth, I hope t h a t Heads o f Government w i l l have 


time t o f o c u s a g a i n on t h e v e r y v a l u a b l e work o f t h e Commonwealth 


F o u n d a t i o n , and t h a t member s t a t e s w i l l be en c o u r a g e d t o f u l f i l  , 


o r even i n c r e a s e , t h e i r c o n t r i b u t i o n s . 


I
 am g l a d t h a t you i n t e n d t o make g r e a t e r use o f r e s t r i c t e d 


s e s s i o n s a t t h e C o n f e r e n c e . I a l s o hope t h a t we s h a l l a l l be a b l e 


t o do w i t h o u t l e n g t h y p r e p a r e d s t a t e m e n t s w h i c h d e t r a c t from t h e 

" i n f o r m a l i t y and p u r p o s e f u l n e s s " w h i c h , as you m e n t i o n , Heads o f 


Government a r e c o n c e r n e d t o r e t a i n . 


I l o o k f o r w a r d t o d i s c u s s i n g t h e s e m a t t e r s f u r t h e r w i t h you 


when we meet on 18 June. 


H i s E x c e l l e n c y Mr. S h r i d a t h S. Ramphal, K t , CMG, QC. 
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