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INDUSTRIAL ACTION PROGRESS REPORT

5214 staff are involved in selective industrial action today.
As usual principal developments within departments are set out
below, and a table showing numbers on strike is attached.

The revised pay offer has been sent formally to the unions this
afternoon and it is expected that they will consult membership
with a view to reporting back before the end of the month.

The Trade Unions have undertaken to discourage any form of
unofficial industrial action, and during the consultative

period both sides have agreed to do everything possible To

ensure that there is no intensification of the industrial action.

ACTION WITHIN DEPARTMENTS
ﬁEmggxgent

There is no suggestion of an immediate return to work by those
Unemployment Benefit Offices (UBO) staff already on strike. The
total number of UBO staff now involved in strike action is 422,
and 20 offices are affected. However discussions are taking place
with national and departmental CPSA representatives with the

aim of reaching an agreement to stop the increase i1n blacking of
Girocheques. The aim is to achieve a 'levelling off' of the
position.

DHSS

A number of offices are still refusing to deal with redirected UBO
claimants. Where this is the case claimants are still being

advised to seek financial assistance from Local Authority and

social services departments. In Hackney there have been difficulties
in securing Local Authority cooperation, but DHSS have now
negotiated satisfactory contingency arrangements.
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The numbers i1nvolved 1n selective action are expected to decrease
still further next week (following the drop in numbers already
reported this week). However management are giving serious
consideration to the position at Rosyth Dockyard, where Navy

personnel may soon have to be used to take over certain operations
affecting the refit of a nuclear submarine.

FCO/Passport Offices

Passport Offices are now almost back to full normal working. There
is still some resistance from staff at Liverpool and Glasgow to

the union's instructions on this, but both offices are functioning.

ocottish Office

Staff at the Scottish Office Computer Centre will resume normal

working as from Monday following an agreement reached with the
unions yesterday.

Welsh Office/ECGD

Blacking of work is occurring in both Departments, both at their
Cathays Park site where there is a 24-hour picket, and at other
regional offices to which they send mail. TRD action has been

taken by both departments with reasonable effect. Heavy picketing
1s affecting some mail deliveries.

Copies as before.
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JEREMY COLMAN

Private Secretary
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