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LEADERYS CONSULTATIVE COMATTTEE
== VALV COMMITTER
82MD MEETTNG

4045 pamy, Wednesdey 12th November, 1975
in the Leader's Room at the House of Commons
S—==atsk D Soom BE the House of Commons

AGENDS
1, Minutes of the 81st Meeting = to Follow.
2, Future Business.

3. Devolution - paper by lir, Whitelaw, LCC/75/87 -
attachad.

4. Any other business,
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LEADER'S CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE

Mimites of the Blst Meat:.ng held at.5.00 p.m.
on Wednasday,.5th November 1375, in the
Leeder's Room at the House of Commons

8. Thatcher . {in.the Cheir)

ir Keith Josaph, Mr. -Maugling,
Sir Geoffrey Howe, Mr. Gilmour,
Lerd Carrington, .ir. Prior, Mr. Peyton,
; Mr. -5t. John-Stevae, Mr. Heseltine,
Kr. Raison, Mr, Maude, Mr, Buchanah-Smith,
Mr. Neave, Mr. Younger, Mr, Fowler,
:¥rg. Oppenheim,. Mr. Jopling,
Zorg- Thomeycm:t

U s atkine

‘1 ettendange: Ny, Jamont (fnr Them 3}
¥r, Sheltcn, Mr, mbntgomew

Praae)é.t: L

A ... Nr. Forpen, .. Ridley, .Mr. Nickolson
Apologies:  Mr. Whitelaw, Tord Hailsham,”
TN

Jeukin, Mr. Edwards

Propoged Businesa: for tl’ie Week 10-12th November

on Monda,y lcth Novembar there would bé & debate on Foreign
Affaive {Nr. Weudling, M, Tugendhat), and this would be

followed by proceedings on. the Airporte Authority Bill (Mr. Awdry).

on Tueaday 1lth Novemha:r Mr. Prank Aliaun woilld eeek
leave to intreduce his Mortgages {Low Income Earners) Bill
upder- the.10 Mimute Rule. -Thisg.would.be followed by the
;Iard. Bill, (Mr. Raison,
cqmpanaa.t:.on for Limitatmp

¥r. Roapi), and by a Mot:,on on:
of Prices. [Post Office} Crdsr. ..

On Wednesday 12th' Kovember M, Robin Corbett would seek
leave to intreduce him Licensing Aot (Amendment) Pill under
the 10 Minute Rule. “This-would-be-followed-by comsideration
of any Lorde Amendmenta which pay be received, end by a
resuned debate. on fleleh Affalrs (Me. Bdwards in clui.z'ge), with
prumgation at ebout B o'clock.

atbeps A¥ising on Bufireas’

Lord Cmington repurted. on the pom.ta.on in the House of
Lords with regard to the Trade Union and Iabour Relations
{Amepdment) Bill, on which the Lovds had defeated the Goveroment
over two amendments moved by Lord Hailsham and Lord Goodman,
While these two, amendments pWere to seme extent complementary,
they differed in scopa, . or a shert digoussien, it wae
a.grg:d that it would be rig,ht for the Iords to iusist on both
0 o, . eam

Hetrznation .

¥re. Oppemheim imtroduced her paper (ICT (75) 85). Tha

.Baverngent was proposing o amend the Weighte and Measures Act

eeens/ (1963)
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- Lord Balmon's Royal Cemmission oh Sta

(1963) to enable. it o fix terminal dates for the use of
Imperial units. - It-was feared. thet affer this amendmsnt,

the crucial .ordera for metricetion would coeme before Parliament
late at night "or in committes for & very limited period, and
weuld net therefore be addguately digcussed. She proposed
that we should vote agzinst ‘the smendment, thus seeking to
deny the Government & blank chague for metrication as and

when they wished. . We should esuggest inetead that the Government
procesd with a published timetsble and with procedures
approved by Parliament o.nly aftar pmper debate on costa and
conoumer aaregusrda.

x

There wds # distussien in Irhich opinions vere expressed
foyr and againat Hrad Oppenheim's cala, ami the following points
were made: ' .

{a} In view nf Sy rcommitment- given to the EEC not to
digscriminate against the'use of metric unite by 1975 and to
metricate by 1979, and in view of the progress already made
towards metrication in industry, it whé impracticel %o turn
back and it would be difficult Yo take an attitude different
to the one which we ezpresaea in Govemment.

h] The cost of’ metrica‘tion wag very substantial, although
gome doubts were expreaaed about the estimate cf £5,000 m. given
in 1573.

{c) I’erhapa without voting aaainst the amendment to tha
Weighta and KeabBures Act, we might confine ourselves tc poing-
ing out the difficulbies -of proceeding at the pece snviesged
by the Government, esper al_:!.;r at a time of such high infla%ion.

(d} Reference wat made to the parallel with decimalisation,
when there had teen s rounding up of coste ae a result of the
changeover, &nd we. had taken the blame for & measure initiated
by the previcus Iabour- Govamment.

It was a_,gz-ged that we should resi—st any attemot by the
Government to metricate "by: stealth and by night*, without full
pariiamentery debate’and publication of timetable procedures,
However, we could not further commit oureelves to & view until
we had exsmined the Government's Bill.

Dolitics) Activities of Civil Servants

The Prime Ministér had written to Mra, Thatcher on
2Pnd October stating that the Government had heen cuna:.der:l.ng
whether the rules governing the political activitied of
civil servants might be liberalised, in particular to permit
the executive officers and lower grades more .freedom to .
engage in political activity. It appeared that Government
officials, preaumab],y on behalf of fe Govermment, had indi-
cated willingness 16 agcept the proposala made by the Staff
Side. The Prime Minister's letter conveyed the impresaion
‘that it was the Govermment's intention, in giving evidence %o

_ niards of Gonduct in

Bublie Life, to Meonfirm® this offer, -

There wae a discusaion in which reference was made to

the fact that executive cofficers frequently served in M:.m.ate:‘ﬂ'
private offices, and that there might be & danger af our

s I.ncving
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moving towards the Amerioan practice whereby senior civil
servents and cfficlale in private offices were changed upon
the election of a new Government,

It wae agresd that we should oppoee any such liberalisation
of the rules on political getivity and that Nrs., Thatcher
would write to the Prime Minister, after consulting with Lord
Haileham and cther colleagues, expressing thie view, Her
letter might perheps refer to the statement in the last
raragraph of hie letter that the Govermment atteched importance
to the Civil Service maintaining its reputstion for political
impartiality, something which would be jeopardised if the
Govermment weni ahead with the Staff Side propossl. It was
also agreed that we should try to esieblish whether Lord Salmon's
Royal Commiesion had ruled the matter cutaide ite terms of
reference as had been already repcrted in one newspaper, It
wes further agreed that we would reply to the Prime Minister's
letter on the private basis on which it had been sent but
that we would be prepared to publicise the issue if it became
cleer :-]lm‘t the Gevernment was intending to carry out the
proposal.

Other Business
It was agreed that if asked to comment on the Chrysler

aituation, we should eay that we were in no positiont judge

for the time being a8 we were not in possesaion of the full
facta,

The meeting clesed at 5,12 p.o,

Conservative Research Department D3IN/GSB
24 01d Quesn S+trest, London SWL T.11.75



Proposed Addenda to the Minutes of the 8lst Meeting of the
Leader's Consultative Committee, Wednesday 5th Navember
1975.

Page 2 at the end of (b) insert: however, it was not possible

to give any alternative estimates nor was it established that
the cost would be less.

e thl uf d mse he-fo awmg paragraph: Flw it

pajgrf ghs-expre yere in favour of et g
the g eral approach advocated in Mrs. Oppenhelm s Paper.




