From THE PRINCIPAL SOMERVILLE COLLEGE

OXFORD

. 0X2 6HD
Telephone: 0865/55880 (College)

0865/57015 (Home)

1st November, 1979.

The Prime Minister,
10 Downing Street,
London.

Dear Prime Minister,

I am writing to you about the fees proposed for overseas
students from 1980 onwards.

I hope that you have seen the letter of 18th October, 1979
from Sir Alec Merrison, Chairman of the Committee of Vice-Chancellors
and Principals of the Universities of the United Kingdom, to the
Secretary of State for Education and Science expressing the deepest
concern at the Government's proposals for the future funding of our
universities, and particularly at the effect of these proposals on

overseas students.

The Fellows of your college and I share this concern. We are
well aware of the urgent need for economy in public spending, but
we are equally conscious of the immense value to our universities
and the country as a whole of the education that Britain has for
so long provided for overseas students side by side with our own.
As Sir Alec Merrison points out, under the new proposals the amount
that would have to be charged to overseas students in university
fees alone, leaving aside college fees and maintenance, would be far
in excess of the charges of any other university in the world. It
would put our universities right out of the reach of all but a
few very rich students, or those paid for by Marshall, Commonwea
and comparable scholarships, the number of which would have to be
drastically reduced. Students would inevitably turn elsewhere for
the education previously sought in our country. (As one who has worked
for 19 years in four widely different countries, I have no doubt
high regard in which our education is held.) Moreover, the
resentment that the new charges would provoke would
even were we later to revert to something like our
The irreparable damage inflicted would be no less
cannot be quantified. I do not mean only the dam
countries, in which our high educational
have had so much influence, but the harm to ourselves: to our prestige,
our understanding of other nations, our trade and the opportunities open
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