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AMEMBASSY MOSCOW IMMEDIATE -
~AMEMBASSY ‘SANTIAGO IMMEDIATE: RELEASED IN FULL
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AUSMISSION USUN MEW. YORK IMMEDIATE.
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SUBJECT: THE FALRLANDS (CRISIS: HMG UNDER PRESSURE

BEGIN SUMMARY: ‘MRS. THATCHER ‘AND HER CONSERVATIVE GOVERN-
*MENT FACE THEIR TOUCHEST CRISIS .BINCE COMING TQ POWER, AS
THEY TURN NOW FROM' DESPERATE, LAST-MINUTE EFFORTS 1O
‘DISSUADE THE ARGENTINES FROM TAKING THE FALELANDS TO THE
‘HARD FACT THAT THE ARGENTINES ARE THERE. ZND SUMMARY.

1. ENTIRE TEXT - SRS

2. IN TS FIRST SATURDAY SESSION SINCE THE SUEZ-CRISIS OF
1956, THE COMMONS ARE MEETING TODAY, ADPRIL 3, IN AN

EMER%* SBESIQN ‘ON THE PALRLAND ISSUE. 'MRS. THATCHER,

]
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-WHC WILL LEAD OFF THE DEBATE, IS IN FOR A ROUGH TIME. THE

"FOREIGN- SECRETARY, LORD CARRINGTON, WILL FIND IT EQUALLY
RCUGH IN THE LORDS. '
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3. THE NEXT GENERAL :ELECTICNS NEED'NOT BE MELD UNTIL MAY
1584, AND THE TORIES "HAVE A COMFQRTABLE MAJORITY IN-THE
COMMONS. BUT BRITAIN IS MOVING' INTO A PRE-ELECTORAL FRAME
OF MIND, AND THE OPPOSITICN PARTIES ARE GOING TO- PLAY THE
ISSUE OF GOVERNMENT CCMPETENCE IN- HANDLING THE CRISIS FOR
AALL IT IS WORTH. NOR IS COMPETENCE THE ONLY ISSUE., THERE
,~I8, AS WELL, A BROADER SENSE OF HUMILIATION, EEEN
* ESPECIALLY ON:THE TORY RIGHT, THAT A GOVERNMENT PLEDGED
TO STRENGTHEN ‘BRITAIN’S POWEW HAS BEEN UNABLE, WHEN THE
-CHIPS WERE DOWN, TO DEFEND BRITISH SUBJECTS AND BRITISH.
-SOIL IN-ONE OF THE FEW REMAINING OUTPOSTS OF :EMPIRE.

4. CERTAIN QUESTIONS ARE IN THE FOREFRONT: 'WHY DID THE

‘GOVERNMENT NOT MOVE MUCH SOONER TD BEEF. UP BRITISH FORCES
IN THE AREA, IN ORDER TO MAKE IT CLEAR TO THE ARGENTINES.

THAT THE MILITARY PRICE OF OCCUPATION COULD BE HIGH. ‘WHY
{DID THE GOVERNMENT NOT LEVEL WITH THE COMMONS ON APRIL 2

AS PUBLIC REPORTS ABOUT THE INVASICN WERE COMING IN. AND
WHY WERE COMMUNICATIONS WITH TEE ISLANDS, ‘PARTICULARLY AT
A TIME QF CRISIS, SC TENUQUS AND VULNERABLE.

:5. DEFENSE SECRETARY JOHN -NOTT IS LIKELY TO TAKE THE
"BRUNT OF MUCE OF THIS--AND- THERE IS5 SPECULATION ALREADY
“ABOUT THE PROSPECTS FOR HIS RESIGNATION. HE SEEMED UNSURE
OF HIS GROUND AND DEEPLY WORRIED ON TELEVISION'FRIDAY
‘EVENING- -MUCH: MCRE THE HARRIED ' TECHNICIAN THAN A
CONFIDENT MAN OF POWER. LORD CARRINGTON DID BETTER IN THE
JOINT GRILLING.OF THEIR INTERVIEW. RUT QUESTIONS WILL BE
RAISED TOO ABOUT H1S$ ROLE IN THE CRISIS. ,BOTH APPEARED
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TIRED--AND 'WITH REASON, AS THE RESPONSIBLE MINISTERS AND
OFFICIALS HAVE. BEEN THRCUGH A GRINDING SCHEDULE OF WORK
AND MEETINGS.

6. BEYOND THE POLITICAL 'PALLOUT, THERE IS A SENSE QF
DISQUIET, SPECIALLY DISTRUBING TO A PEOFLE COMMITTED TO
LAW AND PROCEDURE, THAT THE NAKED USE OF FORCE HAS BEEN
SUCCESSFUL. BRITAINS ARE JUST BEGINNING TO GROPE FOR "THE
IMPLICATICNS OF THIS LESS0OM. THERE IS NO MENTION. YET OF
THE RELEVANCE FOR BRITAIN'S OTHER OVERSEAS COMMITMENTS,
GIBRALTAR, HONC KONG, BELIZE, BUT WE WOULD EXPECT THAT THE
FALKLANDS EXPERIENCE WILI, HAVE SOME IMPACT GN BRITISH
THINKING' IN THIS AREA. MUCH MORE IMMEDIATE, QF COURSE, IS
THE ANGUFISHING, CENTRAL ISSUE FOR THE GO’VERNMENT OF WHETHER
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-BRITAIN ITSELF SHOULD TRY TO USE FORCE, SEVEN THOUSAND
‘MILES FROM HOME, AND HOW TO EXPLAIN THAT DECISIOK TO A
PARLIAMENT AND PEOPLE, WHO KNOW THE GOVERNMENT HAVE FACED
DIFFICULT CHOICES BUT WHO -ARE :TRCUELED ABQUT HOW IT HAS
"RESPONDED .

7. AS ¥OR THE UNITED STATES, 'MG IS DEEPLY GRATEFUL FOR
OUR EFFORTS IN PRIVATE AND DIPLOMATIC CONTACTS IN RECENT.
DAYS, THERE IS ALREADY RECOGNITION AND APPRECIATION' FOR
OUR ROLE IN THE PRESS, AND SOME SHARP COMMENT ABQUT THE
BQVIET -‘POSTURE. AS HMG STRIVES FOR A DETERMINED AND
ACTIVE IMAGE IN-THE WEEKS AHEAD, THEY WILL [CONTINUE TO
‘LOOK TO -NASHIN'G'NN FOR SUPPORT. STRBATOR
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