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E I AM ENROUTE BACK TO WASHINGTON AFTER TWO DAYS IN LONDON
AND THE VISIT TC OUR FORCES IN LEBANON THAT I MENTIONED TQ
YOU LAST WEEK.
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WHILE IN LONDON I MET WITH MRS, THATCHER WHC BEGAN OUR

MEETING BY OBSERVING THAT US-UK RELATIONS WERE SOUND AND THAT WE
MUST CONTINUE TO MAINTAIN CONSISTENCY IN QUR CONSULTATIVE PROCESS.
SHE SPORE BRIEFLY OF HER TRIP TO HUNGARY AND TQ THE ANDROPOY
FUNERAL. SHE SAID THAT BOTH THE HUNGARIANS AND SOVIETS WERE
PREDICTABLY CRITICAL OF THE U.S. THE SOVIETS ARGUED TO HER THAT

IT WAS DIFFICULT TQ FORESEE ARMS CONTROL PROGRESS SINGCE WE HAD

NOT RATIFIED SALT 11, WE COVERED A NUMBER OF MID-EAST ISSUES.

SHE AGREED THAT THE POSITION OF THE MNF HAD INDEED BECOME UNTENABLE.
SHE NOTED THAT THE SHAMIR GOVERNMENT WAS SHAKEY AND WONDERED IF
CURRENT ISRAELT POLICIES WERE ACCEPTABLE TO AMERTCAN JEWISH
OFINION. SHE WAS QUITE FRANK AND CRITICAL OF ISRAELI POLICIES.

SHE ALSO ENGOURAGED OUR STRONG SUPPORT OF KING HUSSEIN. I REVIEWED
OUR LEBANON POLICY AND QUTLINED THE SUPPORT WE ARE PROVIDING

TO PRESIDENT GEMAYEL. 1 ALSC OUTLINED OUR SUPPORT ¥OR KING EUSSEIN
TO INCLUDE THE JLP.

MRS. THATCHER EXPRESSED CONCERN CVER THE

IRAN-IRAQ WAR. SHE NOTED THAT THE WEST DID WOT NEED ANQTHER
SUCCESS BY MUSLIM FUNDAMENTALISTS. IF THE STRATTS OF HORMUZ WERE
CLOSED AND IT BECAME NECESSARY TC TAKE MILITARY ACTION TO REOPEN
THEM, SHE SAID WE MIGHT DISCUSS THIS BEFOREHAND WLTH THE SOVIETS TO
MAKE IT CLEAR TO THEM WE WERE SOLELY INTERESTED IN FREEDOM OF
NAVIGATION AND NOT A WIDER CONFLICT. I REVIEWED FOR THE PRIME
MINTSTER CUR POLICIES IN CENTRAL AMERICA, THE PRC, AND

THE GENERAL ISSUE OF TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER.

I ALSO MET SEPARATELY WITH FOREIGN MINISTER HOWE, MINISTER
OF STATE FOR DEFENSE HESELTINE, AND LORD CARRINGTON, THE NEW NATO

SECRETARY GENERAL, WITH WHOM I TALKED AT OUR EMBASSY FOR ABOUT
AN HOUR BEFQRE CHARLEY PRICE'S VERY NICE LUNCH FOR US,
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@HDWE EXPRESSED CONSIDERABLE SATISFACTION WITH YOUR

2 JANUARY SPEECH ON U,S,-SOVIET RELATIONS. IN REFLECTING ON
THE UPCOMING ECONOMIC SUMMIT, HOWE ANTICIPATES THAT INTEREST RATES
AND OUR DEFIGIT WILL BE SUBJECTS OF CONSIDERABLE INTEREST. HOWE
SECONDED MR§. THATCHER'S CONCERNS OVER THE SITUATION IN THE GULF, AND

B THE NEED FOR US TO CONTINUE CLOSE CONSULTATIONS, MICHAEL HESELTINE

F AND I COVERED A NUMBER OF DEFENSE ISSUES OF MUTUAL INTEREST.

= SOMETIME IN THE NEAR FUTURE WE WILL CONDUCT THE FIRST OFF-POST

E TRAINING EXERCISE FOR THE GLCM UNIT AT GREENHAM COMMON. DEMON-
STRATCRS WLILL BE WAITING 5C THE FIRST EXERCISE WILL BE DONE WITH

% LIMITED ADVANCE NOTLCE AND THE UNIT CAN FLY BACKX TO GREENHAM COMMON
BY C-5, IF NECESSARY TO AVOID THE TRAFFIC JAMS THAT DEMONSTRATORS
WILL PUT IN PLACE, HOPEFULLY THIS IS A TEMPORARY SITUATION URTIL WE
GET QVER THE PERIOD OF LINGERING OPPOSITION TO THE DEPLOYMENT. ON
ANOTHER MATTER, I ASSURED HESELTINE OF OUR CONTINUING SUPPORT FOR THE
D-5 SUBMARINE MISSILE PROGRAM AND OF OUR GOMMITMENT TO
PROVIDE THE MISSILE COMPONENTS THE UK HAS ASKED FOR IR THE CONFIGUR-
ATION THAT THEY DESIRE.

LORD CARRINGTON WILL BECCME SECRETARY GENERAL
ON JUNE 25, HE IS SPENDING TIME BEFOREHAND
VISITING EACH OF THE NATO CAPITCLS-AND WILL BE IN WASHINGTON SOON.

THE HIGHLIGHT OF THE LONDON VISIT WAS THE DEBATE AT THE OXFORD

UNION WHERE I OPPGSED THE PROPQSITION THAT "THERE IS NO MORAL
DIFFERENCE IN THE FOREIGN POLICIES OF THE U.S. AND THE USSR."

SUCH A PROPOSITION SHOULD FALL OF ITS OWN IDIOCY. NEVERTHELESS,
THERE WAS A CONSIDERABLE BODY OF INFORMED OPTINION THAT IT WOULD PASS
HANDILY,

THERE WAS A SUPERB GROUP OF STUDENT DEBATERS ON BOTH SIDES OF THE
ISSUE, MY QPPONENT WAS E.P, THOMPSON, WELL KNOWN IN THE
ANTI-NUCLEAR COMMUNITY, AND A SKILLED AND FREQUENT QXFORD

UNION DEBATER. 1 RESTED MY CASE PRINCIPALLY ON THE ARGUMENT THAT AS 4
FREE PEQPLE WHO CCULD EXERCISE INDIVIDUAL AND IN TURN COLLECTIVE
CHOICE, WE BROUGHT A MORAL BASIS TO OUR POLIGCIES THAT COULD WEVER BE
MATCHED BY 5-1{0 UNELEGTED LEADERS If THE KREMLIN. THE DEBATE WaS
FREE AND SPIRITED AND I WAS PLEASED THAT WE DEFEATED THE PROPOSITION
BY A VOTE QF 270 TO 241. .

I ALSO SPOKE TG THE UNITED OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY

CLUB AND HAD A MEETING WITH THE ARCHEISHOP OF CANTERBURY, THE
ARCHBISHOF OF YORK, AND SEVERAL OTHER ARGLICAN CLERICS, AT THEIR
REQUEST TQ DISCUSS THE MORAL BASIS OF DETERENCE, THEY SEEMED
GENERALLY SYMPATHETIC TO GiR VIEWS.

FINALLY, MY VISIT TO QUR TROOP3 WAS, A5 ALWAYS, A GREAT

EXPERIENCE. I VISITED THE US5 GUAM, THE USS TRENTON AND ELEMENTS

OF THE 22D MAY ASHORE GUARDIRG THE BEIRUT EMBASSY. AT EVERY STOP YoU
CQULD FEEL THE PRIDE THE MEN HAVE IN THE JOB TEEY ARE DOING. THEY
UNDERSTAND THE REASON FOR THEIR REDEPLOYMENT AND THEIR MCRALE

BEMAINS HIGH, T GCONVEYED TO THEM YOUR BEST WISHES AND YCUR
APPRECIATION, AND THAT OF THE NATION, FOR THEIR

OUTSTANDING WORK IN GRENADA AND LEBANON.
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‘OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON, ».C. 20301
February 29, 1984 R

{ MEMORANDUM FCR THE ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR NATIONAL
SECURITY AFFAIRS

Secretary Weinberger asked that the attached FODIS cable,
which was. transmitted from his air plane enroute to Waghington,
{ D.¢., today be provided to the President.

15

Captal .5. Ravy
Military Assistant to the
Secretary of Defense
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| MILETARY ADDRESSEE HANDLE AS SPECAT EXCLUSIVE
S E.0. 12356 DECL: OADR
TAGS: PREL, HWILI. US, LK
SUBJECT: SECRETARY WEINBERGER'S MEETING WITH PRIME
P MINISTER THATCHER FEBRUARY 27
é 1. (SETHET ENTIRE TEXT.) )
T
§ 2. DBURING SECRETARY WEINBERGER'S FEBRUARY 27 CALL ON

THE PRIME WMINISTER, SHE DISCUSSED WITH HIM AND THE AM3AS-
SADQR DEYELOPMENTS IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND THE GULF,

AND TOUCHED AS WELL ON CENTRAL AMERIGA, EAST/WEST
RELATICNS, AND TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER,

3. THE PRIME MINISTER SAID AT THE QUTSET THAY
BILATERAL US-UK RELATIONS WERE SGUND, THAT CONSHLTA-
TIONS HAD IMPROVED AND WERE WCRKING WELL, AND THAT
THE IMPORTANT THING WAS TO MAINTALN CONSISTENCY
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Sy |4 THE CONSULTAYIYE PROCESS.

4. CENTRAL AMERICA

IH RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS BY THE PRIME MINJISTER,
SECRETARY WEINBERGER REVIEWED THE SERIOUS PROBLEMS
WE FACE IN EL SALVADOR, CONGRESSIONAL RESTRICTIONS
OK OUR FUNDING, THE SUPPORT NIGARAGUA WAS RECEIVING
FRONM THE SOYIETS AND LIBYANS AND OUR PROBLEMS IN
WORKENG WITH THE GUATEMALANS IN VIEW OF THE HUMAN
RIGHTS YIOLATIONS THERE

5. TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER

SECRETARY WEINBERGER REVIEWED THE DRIECTIVES OF US
POLICY, ASSURING THE PRIME MINISTER THAT WE WERE

_ SEEKING DMLY TOD BLOCK THE TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY
THAT WQULD BE USED AGAINST US. HE SAID OUR COKCERNS
WERE OFTEN MISREPRESENTED AS BEING AN EFFORT OK QUR
FART TO FAYOR US FIRMS, AND HE WANTED TO REASSURE
THE PRIME MIKLSTER THAT THi§ ABSOLUTELY WAS NOT THE
CASE. IT WAS ONLY USED TO BLOGK THE SOVIETS
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6. EAST/WEST RELATIONS:

THE PRIME MINISTER SPOKE BREEFLY_A3OUT BER TRIP

TO HUNGARY AND TO THE USSR FOR ANDROPOV'S FUNERAL.

SHE "SAID THE HUNEARIANS AND THE SOYIETS HAD BOTH

BEEN YERY CRITICAL OF THE US (N GCOMMENTS TO HER,

WITH THE SOVIETS ARGUING THAT IT WAS DIFFICULT

TO FORESEE ARMS CONTROL PROGRESS WITH THE U5,

SINCE THE US HAD NOT CARRIED THROUGH OR IT1S COMMITMENT
TO RATIFY SALT 13, HOWEVER, SHE HAD WANTED THE SOVIETS
AND HUNGARIANS YO UNDERSTAND THE GENUINE US DESIRE

FGR LMPROYEWENT OF RELATIONS.
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7. CHIRA:
RESPONDING TO THATCHER'S OQUERY ON CHINA, SECRETARY
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JAWEINBERGER SA1D THE CHINESE HAD BEEN VERY CORDIAL
OURINE HIS YEiSIT, THEY HAD A STRONG INTEREST IN OUR
TECHNOLOGICAL ASSISTANCE, AND IT WAS IN OUR INTEREST
TO PROYIDE SOME FOR MODERNIZATION OF THEIR MILITARY
{ OF A DEFENSIVE CHARACTER. THE CHINESE CONTINUED TO
| LECTURE US ON TAIWAN BUT 1T IS CLEAR THAT THEY RECOG-
NIZE THAT THE REAL THREAT TO THEM COMES FROM THE
NORTH. THE SECRETARY POINTED OUT THAT THE CHIKESE
WERE TYING DOWN 8F-PLUS SOVIET DIVISIOKS, AND THAT
IN ANY EVENT IT WAS ¥ITAL TD KEEP CHINA WORE OR LESS
f: ON OUR SIDE.

8. AFGHAKISTAN:

THE AFGHANS WERE DOING WELL AGAINST THE SOVIETS,
SECRETARY WEINBERGER SAID, AND, IN FACT, AT THIS
STAGE THE SOYIETS CONTROL LESS OF THE LAND AREA OF
AFGHANISTAH THAN THEY DID WHEN THEY FIRST INVADED.
NEVERTHELESS, THE FACT THAT THE SOYIETS WERE USING
THEIR O¥N TROOPS TO SUBDUE THIS VITAL AREA IMDICATED
THAT THEY SAW IT A5 A ROUTE THROUGH WHICH THEY COULD
MOYE TOWARE THE OIL FYELDS OF THE GULF, SHGULD THEY
CHOOSE TO 00 50,
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9. LEBANON: .

THATGHER SAID THE POSITION OF THE MNF HAD BECOME
UNTENABLE. SECRETARY WEINSERGER AGREED AND -
BT
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MILITARY ADDRESSEE HANDLE A5 SPECAT EXCLUSIVE

E.0. 12356: DECL: OADR

TAGS: PREL, MILI, US, UK

SUBIEGT: BSECRETARY WEINBERGER'S MEETING WITH PRIME
REVIEWED OUR POSLTION ON REDEPLOYING THE MARINES
OFFSHORE. HE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT, ALTHOUGH EQUEPMENT

WAS EM RGUTE TO ASSIST IK RETRAINING THE LAF, OUR

ABILITY TO DO THIS WAS CONTINGENT UPON EVENTS AND

THE ARMY REMAIRINE MULTIGONFESSIONAL. HE POINTED .7
OUT THAT THE MNF HAD GOWE §NTO BEIRUT TO BE AN INTER-
POSITION FORCE FOR TROOPS WE HOPED WOULD BE WITH-
DRAWING, AND TQ PROYIDE SOME SECURITY AFTER THE PLO
WITHDREW.  WHILE THE MARINES COULD NOT FULFiLL THIS
ORIGINAL PURPOSE ANY LONGER, WE SHOULD WAINTAIN THEM -
OFFSHORE. 'THATCHER SAID THERE WAS A LIMIT ON HOW LONG
TROOPS COULD STAY ON SHIPS, WHICH LAY BEKIND HMG'S
DECISION TO TRANSFER THE UK CONTINGENT TO CYPRUS
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18,  ARAB-ISRAEL:
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FTHATCHER ASKED ABGUT ISRAELI VIEWS AND POLICLES,

NOT NG THAT THE SHAMIR GDYERNMENT APPEARED SHAKY.
/SHE WONDERED WHETHER ISRAELI POLICIES WERE AGCEPTABLE
TO AMERICAN JEWISH OPINION. SHE RECALLED THAT THE
SABRA/SHATILA MASSACRES HAD CAUSED BEGIN TO ESTABLISH
A COMMISSION OF INQUIRY. SHE REMARKED THAT, WHENEVER
THERE WAS A PROBLEM, IT SEEMED THAT ISRAEL ANNEXED
WHAT ET WANTED. SHE URGED THAT THERE SHOULD BE A

BE REAPPRAISAL OF ISRAELI POLICY. SHE DREW THE SECRE-
B TARY' S ATTENTION TO !SRAEL'S ECONOMIC PROBLEMS.

11. THATCHER SALD WE ABSOLUTELY HAYE TO SUPPORT

KING HUSSEaN, MOREOVER, SHE FELT THAT THE WEST

BANK MUST BE FOR THE PALESTINIARS, NOT THE PLO

THE SECRETARY AGREED THAT THE WEST MUST SUPPORT
CRUSSEIN, AND OUTLINED US EFFORTS TO PROYIDE HUSSEIN
THE SUPPORT HE REQUIRES, !NCLUDING THE JLP. THATCHER
AND WE(NBERGER AGREED THAT JORDAN MUST BE CAPABLE

OF DEALING WITH THE THREAT FROM THE SYRIANS. THERE
WAS SOME DISCUSSION BF THE SAUDI ELEMENT OF THIS
EQUATION.

Y T ST

12, IRAN-I1RAC WAR:
THATCHER SAID THE WAR WAS VERY WORRISOME. SHE NOTED
THAT THE WEST DID NOT NEED MORE SUCCESSES BY
MUSLIM FUNDAMENTALISTS. SHE STRESSED THAT THE
UK WAS NOT SUPPLYING ARMS TO IRAN EXCEPT FOR [MPLE-
WENTATION OF PRE¥IGUS CONTRACTS. SHE SAl% BRITAIN
ABSOLUTELY WAS NGT SUPPLYING ENGINES FOR CHIEFTAIN

. TANKS. SHE BOINTED QUT THAT SSRAEL, SYR!A AND
NORTH KOREA WERE SUPPLYING ARMS TO IRAN

LY D 2 [T

13. SHE OBSERVED THAT IT WAS POSSIBLE, BUT NOT
LIKELY, THAT IRAN WOULD CLOSE THE STRAIT OF
HORMUZI. RETURNING TO HER EARLIER THEME, SHE
REITERATED THE DAMGER TO SOME OF THE SMALLER GCC
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{8 STATES IF KHOMEIN! SUCCEEDED IN THE GULF. HOWEVER
7"‘ME POINTED OUT THAT FANATICAL MUSLIM3 SUGH AS
YHOME!N| ALSO REPRESENT A THREAT TO COMMUNISTS

SHE SUGGESTED THAT, F IT BECAME NECESSARY TO

TAKE AETION TO REOPEN THE STRAIT BY MILITARY
MEANS, MWAYBE THE WEST SHOULD DISCUSS IR(S WITH THE
SOYIETS IN ADVANCE, MAKING IT CLEAR TO THEM THAT
MILITARY ACTION WOULD BE FOR THE PURFOSE QF
SECURING FREEDOM OF HAVIGATION IN THE GULF, NOT TO
WIDEN THE CONFLIGT OR CAUSE A SUPERPOWER CONFRONTA-
TIGN. PRICE
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