
lO DOWNING STREET 

THE PRIME MINISTER 6 June 1979 

On r e t u r n i n g t o London, I am w r i t i n g t o t h a n k you most 

warmly f o r yo u r k i n d n e s s and h o s p i t a l i t y t o me i n P a r i s y e s t e r d a y . 

I am d e l i g h t e d t h a t my f i r s t v i s i t abroad as Prime M i n i s t e r s h o u l d 

have been t o our c l o s e n e i g h b o u r and h i s t o r i c f r i e n d and a l l y , 

France. As you s a i d d u r i n g y o u r t a l k , t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e r e l a t i o n 

s h i p between o u r c o u n t r i e s has been uneven: b u t i  t has ne v e r been 

d i s t a n t and I , f o r my p a r t , am c o n v i n c e d t h a t we s t a n d now a t t h e 

b e g i n n i n g o f a p e r i o d o f c l o s e r p a r t n e r s h i p and deeper f r i e n d s h i p 

b o t h b i l a t e r a l l y and as members o f t h e Community. 


Our t a l k t o g e t h e r was o f t h e g r e a t e s t v a l u e t o me and I 

welcomed t h e o p p o r t u n i t y b o t h t o hear y o u r views on European and 

w o r l d a f f a i r s and a l s o t o g i v e you a f i r s t i n d i c a t i o n o f t h e 

p r i o r i t i e s and concerns o f t h e new B r i t i s h Government. I have 

a r r a n g e d f o r t h e s e n i o r o f f i c i a l i n o u r Department o f Energy, 

S i r Jack Rampton, t o g e t i n t o u c h w i t h h i s French c o u n t e r p a r t 

i m m e d i a t e l y i n o r d e r t o c a r r y f o r w a r d t h e b i l a t e r a l c o n s u l t a t i o n s 

on energy m a t t e r s w h i c h , we b o t h agree, s h o u l d t a k e p l a c e b e f o r e 

t h e m e e t i n g o f t h e European C o u n c i l i n S t r a s b o u r g , and l o o k i n g 

ahead t o Tokyo, i n o r d e r t o c o - o r d i n a t e o u r p o s i t i o n s on t h i s 

c e n t r a l i s s u e . I s h o u l d add t h a t I was de e p l y i m p r e s s e d by my 

v i s i t t o t h e u r a n i u m e n r i c h m e n t p l a n t a t T r i c a s t i n : i  t i s a 

s t r i k i n g d e m o n s t r a t i o n o f t h e f o r e s i g h t and courage w i t h w h i c h 

France has t a c k l e d t h e problems w h i c h loom so l a r g e f o r a l l o f 

us i n Europe d u r i n g t h e n e x t 25 y e a r s . 


/ F i n a l l y , I 
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F i n a l l y , I s h o u l d l i k e t o t h a n k you f o r y o u r m a g n i f i c e n t 

g i f t t o me o f Sevres p o r c e l a i n and f o r your most t h o u g h t f u l 

p r e s e n t o f Congreve's works; I s h a l l v a l u e t h e s e n o t o n l y f o r 

themselves b u t f o r t h e memory o f an i m p o r t a n t day i n o u r 

r e l a t i o n s w h i c h was a l s o , f o r me, an immensely e n j o y a b l e one. 


I l o o k f o r w a r d t o our n e x t m e e t i n g i n S t r a s b o u r g . W i t h 

e v e r y b e s t w i s h , 


H i s E x c e l l e n c y Monsieur V a l e r y G i s c a r d d ' E s t a i n g 
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