- From: The Rt. Hon. Sir Geoffrey Howe, QC MP
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You will rewmember asking whether Arthur Cockfield

aould study the posslibllity oF deslrabillty of changing
the tax year as a means of minimising PAYE refunds to

strikers,

8th February, 1979

I em now enclosing his exgellent note on the point,
which T have diliscussed with the other addressees. We are
8l} agreed that, for the narrow strike purpose, the game
would certainly net be worth the candle. ———

You wlll see, however, from parasgraph 8 that there
may be,in fie long-rur, a case for making some change in
order to meet the fa lalnt ab 2 lunac
of our present system,which does not enable Parliament
or afyONT €l2¢)to conslder both sides of the Budget together.
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T™e Rt. Hon. Margaret Thatcher, M.FP

oc The Rt Hon. Sir Kelth Joseph Bt.,M.FP
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