THE DEPUTY SECRETARY OF DEFENSE M

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20301 W

28 SEP 1983

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ASSISTANT T0O THE PRESIDERT FOR
NATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS

SUBJECP: -President Reagan's Discussion of COCOM Issue with
Prime Minister Thatcher (U}

{(#) A= you ¥now, Prime Minister Thatcher will be in Washington
on September 28-30, for a series of ¢iscuseions with the President,

(&) One topic of considerable interest %o both the T.5. and
Great Britain focuses on recent developments within COCOM. In %his
regard, I wish to snggest that, in his discussions, the President
commend the British Govermment for the constructive approach and
cooperative attitude which it has recently edopted to U.S. proposals
© to modernize COCOM and enhancé its effectiveness. Specifically,

NMre. Thatcher should be told ¢f our appreciation for the UK's
readiness to abandon its previous position and lend its suppert to
our proposal to estszblish a subcomnittee of defense experts for COCOM.

Mrs. Thatcher's visit provides a timely opportunity to
capitalize on these developments by urging the British te increase
thelr financial support for modernizing and upgrading COGOM's capa—
bilities. Reference t¢ recent U.S. Congresaional approval for &
two-million dollar American conmtribution tc those efforts should
convince Mrs. Thatcher of the sincerity of our commitment angd should
add sonsiderable ¢lout to our appesl for incresmed British assistance.
In thie context, the Prime Minister should be adviged that the UK's
Tinenciel contribution to GOCOM in 1983 totale some $57,000, or
ten percent of ita overzll operating budget.

I urge the President to raise these points with Mra. Thatcher
and seek firm assurancea of contlhued suppert for COCOM as well ag
financial commitments et & level which demonstrates that those
assurances are extended in earnest.
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