10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 16 July 1981
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MESSAGE FROM THE U.S. CONGRESS

I enclose a copy of the anticipated
telegram to the Prime Minister from members
of the U.S. Congress about the Maze hunger

strike. No doubt if you wish the Prime
Minister to send a reply, you will let me
have a text at an early date.

I am sending copies of this letter and
its enclosure to Roderic Lyne (FCO) and

David Wright (Cabinet Office).

M. O'D. B, ALEXANDER

Stephen Boys-Smith, Esq.,
Northern Ireland Office.




“TELECOM

" TELECOM Smimiivms.,  Telegram S atoun

for enquiries dial the number
shown in your dialling instructions

=
=

M
25807 ITGLF G
889113 PO SW G

ZCZC LFTUSQO DLF7339 GLB3011 TCB8COL4 EIE321 ICCL33 Q1D55Y
US GOVT WASHINGTON DC L458/422 15 2300

LT

PRIME MINISTER MARGARET THATCHER
10 DOWNING ST
LONDONSW | :

DEAR PRIME MINISTER THATCHER AS MEMBERS OF THE UNITED

STATES SENATE AND THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES WE ARE DEEPLY
CONCERNED ABOUT THE DEATH OF YET ANOTHER HUNGER STRIKER MARTIN
HURSON IN THE MAZE PRISON IN NORTHERN [RELAND WE ARE EQUALLY
CONCERNED ABOUT THE APPARENT LACK OF COMMITMENT BY YOUR GOVERNMENT
TO REACH THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE SETTLEMENT OF THE STRIKE

WE BELEIVE THAT THE HOPEFUL INITIATIVE OF THE IRISH COMMISSION
FOR JUSTICE AND PEACE AND THE RESPONSE OF THE PRISONERS
DEMONSTRATE THAT A REASONABLE COMPROMISE CAN BE FOUND WHICH
IS SATISFACTORY TO BOTH SIDES WITHOUT COMPROMISING

IN ANY WAY ON THE BASIC PRINCIPLE OF OPPOSITION TO VIOLENCE
IN THEIR STATEMENT ON JULY 4 THE PRISONERS HAVE INDICATED
THEIR WILLINGNESS TO CONSIDER SPECIFIC REFORMS IN THE PRISON
REGIME AS THE FOUNDATION FOR A SETTLEMENT OF

THE HUNGER STRIKE TO END THE CURRENT DEADLY IMPASSE WE URGE
YOU IMMEDIATELY TO SEND A REPRESENTATIVE INTO THE MAZE PRISON
TO TALK WITH THE PRISONERS ON THE BASIS OF THIS STATEMENT
SURELY IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT

TO SEEK EVERY POSSIBLE MEANS TO END THE STRIKE BEFORE

ANY ADDITIONAL DEATHS OCCUR

EDWARD M KENNEDY US SENTATE

DANJEL PATRICK MOYNIHAN US SENATE

CRHISTOPHER J DODD US SENATE

THOMAS F EAGLETON US SENATE

DANIEL K INOUYE US SENATE

PATRICK J LEAHY US SENATE '

THOMAS P ONEILL JR SPEAKER US HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
CHARLES F DOUGHERTY US HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

JAMES M SHANNON US HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

SILVO CONTE US HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

EDWARD P BOLAND US HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

JAMES J HOWARD US HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

GARY HART US SENATE

CARL LEVIN US SENATE

HOWARD M METZENBAUM US SENATE

PAUL E TSONGAS US SENATE

PETER W RODINO JR US HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

JONATHAN BINGHAM US HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

BILL GREEN US HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PATRICIA SCHROEDER US HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

MATTHEW F MCHUGH US HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES WILLIAM J

COYNE US HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

WILLIAM LEHMAN US HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

EDWARD J MARKEY US HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

ROY DYSON US HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

GERALDINE FERRARO US HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
JAMES K COYNE US HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

JOE MOAKLEY US HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

DON EDWARDS US HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
JOSEPH EARLY US HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
BERKELY BEDELL US HOUSE OF REPRESENATIVES
WILLIAM R COTTER US HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
BARNEY FRANK US HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

BOB TRAXLER US HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
THOMAS LANTOS US HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
BERNARD DWYER US HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
EDWIN B FORSYTHE US HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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