
cc: Mr. Adam R i d l e y 


PRIME MINISTER 


D o c t o r s ' and D e n t i s t s ' Pay 


These l e t t e r s from the B r i t i s h M e d i c a l A s s o c i a t i o n and t h e 

B r i t i s h D e n t a l A s s o c i a t i o n ask f o r an a s s u r a n c e t h a t the l a t e s t 

Report of the Review Body on D o c t o r s ' and D e n t i s t s ' Pay w i l l be 

implemented as soon as p o s s i b l e . 


The Report was rec&*ved by the p r e v i o u s Government b e f o r e 

E a s t e r , but no f i n a l d e c i s i o n s were t a k e n on i t i n the run-up t o 

the E l e c t i o n . However, the p r e v i o u s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n d i d w r i t e t o 

the B.D.A. and B.M.A. r e a f f i r m i n g t h e i r commitment t o b r i n g doc

t o r s ' and d e n t i s t s ' pay " f u l l y up t o d a t e " by A p r i l 1980, and to' 

update the 1978 Review Body's recommendations t o t a k e account of 

i n f l a t i o n o v e r the p a s t y e a r . T h i s y e a r ' s Report recommends 

i n c r e a s e s o f about 26 per cent on average. I t a l s o i n c l u d e s r e c 

ommendations f o r the new c o n t r a c t s f o r c o n s u l t a n t s and m e d i c a l 

a s s i s t a n t s : t h e s e are not a l t o g e t h e r s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d , and t h i s 

was one r e ason why no d e c i s i o n s were announced b e f o r e the E l e c t i o n . 


I u n d e r s t a n d t h a t your P a r t y when i n O p p o s i t i o n f u l l y sup

p o r t e d the p r e v i o u s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s l i n e on t h i s i s s u e . 

Mr. JenkinjS w i l l no doubt be g i v i n g the Report h i s e a r l y a t t e n t i o n , 

but I suggest a r e a s s u r i n g l e t t e r from you t o the two A s s o c i a t i o n s 

would be d e s i r a b l e . I a t t a c h d r a f t s a c c o r d i n g l y . 


6 May 1979 




British Dental Association  » . B . A L L E N . U U X . F D  s R  c s , s ^ . ™ 

Limited by Guarantee (14161) 

4 May 1979 

The R t . Hon. M r s . M.H. T h a t c h e r ,
10 Downing S t r e e t , 
LONDON, S.W.I. 

 PC MP, 

I v/rote t o Mr. C a l l a g h a n on 30 M a r c h 1979 u r g i n g i n t h e s t r o n g e s t 

p o s s i b l e t e r m s t h a t h i s g o v e r n m e n t ' s d e c i s i o n on t h e DDRB's N i n t h 

R e p o r t be p u b l i s h e d a t t h e e a r l i e s t moment. I c o p i e d my l e t t e r 

t o y o u r c o l l e a g u e Mr. P a t r i c k J e n k i n . 


S u b s e q u e n t l y , Dr. G r e y - T u r n e r , S e c r e t a r y o f t h e BMA, w r o t e t o 

Mr. C a l l a g h a n on b e h a l f o f b o t h o u r p r o f e s s i o n s r e m i n d i n g h i m 

of h i s g o v e r n m e n t ' s commitment t o u p d a t e f u l l y t h e R e v i e w Body's 

1978 recommended r a t e s o f pay and s t r e s s i n g t h e i m p o r t a n c e w h i c h 

t h e m e d i c a l and d e n t a l p r o f e s s i o n s a t t a c h t o an e a r l y announcement 

of t h e G o v e r n m e n t ' s i n t e n t i o n s f o r t h e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f t h e 

Re v i e w Body's most r e c e n t r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s . 


Mr. E n n a l s r e p l i e d on b e h a l f o f t h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r , r e a f f i r m i n g 

t h e t h e n G o v e r n m e n t ' s i n t e n t i o n t o h o n o u r i t s 1978 commitment. 


Mr. P a t r i c k J e n k i n w r o t e t o me on 12 A p r i l r e m i n d i n g me t h a t when 

t h e DDRB's E i g h t h R e p o r t was p u b l i s h e d t h e Shadow C a b i n e t u n d e r t o o k 

t o h o n o u r t h e a r r a n g e m e n t s s e t o u t i n t h e E i g h t h R e p o r t i n f u l l . 

The B r i t i s h D e n t a l A s s o c i a t i o n f u l l y a c c e p t s t h e s e u n d e r t a k i n g s b u t 

i s a n x i o u s t h a t t h e r e s h o u l d be no undue d e l a y i n c o r r e c t i n g t h e 

a n o m a l i e s i n d o c t o r s ' and d e n t i s t s ' pay w h i c h have e x i s t e d now f o r 

t h r e e y e a r s . I , t h e r e f o r e , ask t h a t y o u r G o v e r n m e n t awards a v e r y 

h i g h p r i o r i t y t o a c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f and announcement on t h e DDRB's 

N i n t h R e p o r t . 
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Your Reference 

Our Reference EGT/JEM 

The Rt Hon Margaret Thatcher MP 

Prime M i n i s t e r 

10 Downing S t r e e t 

London SW1 4 May 1979 


Lear Prime M i n i s t e r 

The previous Government r e c e i v e d the 1979 Report of the Review 

Body on Doctors' and D e n t i s t s ' Remuneration gust before E a s t e r . 

Despite repeated r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s by me, your predecessor 

decided to leave the re p o r t to be published and d e c i s i o n s taken 

on i  t a f t e r the E l e c t i o n . 

I am w r i t i n g now to urge that t h i s matter should be regarded as 

one of high p r i o r i t y f o r your new Government, You w i l l remember 

that the 1978 award of the Doctors' and D e n t i s t s ' Review Body 

was f u l l y accepted by the Government and supported by your 

P a r t y , then i n Opposition. I t was a phased award, the second 

phase tobe paid on 1 A p r i l 1979. On behalf of the B r i t i s h 

Medical A s s o c i a t i o n , I ask that you should p u b l i s h the Ninth 

Report of the Review Body on Doctors' and D e n t i s t s ' Remuneration 

at the e a r l i e s t p o s s i b l e moment and that your Government should 

implement i t i n accordance w i t h your commitment of l a s t year. 

I hope to hear that t h i s i s i n f a c t your i n t e n t i o n . 


Yours s i n c e r e l y 


Secretary 
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