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MIPT: NORTHERN IRELAND HUNGER STRIKERS

FOLLOWING IS FULL TEXT OF REVISED DRAFT STATEMENT BY MR ATKINS
IN THE FORM WHICH ICRC ACCEPT

BEGINS

1. IN MY STATEMENTS OF 32 JUNE AND 8 JULY | SET OUT ONCE AGAIN
THE GOVERNMENT?!S CLEARLY STATED POSITION IN RELATION TO THE
HUNGER STRIKES AND THE PRISONS PROTEST IN NORTHERN JRELAND,
| ALSO MADE IT CLEAR THAT THE GOVERNMENT SHARED THE CONCERN

WHICH HAS BEEN EXPRESSED IN RESPONSIBLE QUARTERS. | AM GRATEFUL
FOR THE EFFORTS THAT HAVE BEEN MADE IN RECENT DAYS, THE GOVERNMENT

DEEPLY REGRETS THAT THE HUNGER STRIKES ARE CONTINUING AND HAS
NATURALLY BEEN CONSIDERING FURTHER WHAT STEPS |T CAN PROPERLY
TAKE TO PERSUADE THOSE CONCERNED TO END THEIR ACTION,

o, THE GOVERNMENT HAS RECEIVED AN OFFER FROM THE INTERNATIONAL
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2. THE GOVERNMENT HAS RECEIVED AN OFFER FROM THE INTERNATIONAL . '
COMMI TTEE OF THE RED CROSS TO VISIT THE PRISONS CONCERNED IN
NORTHERN IRELAND UNDER THAT PART OF ITS STATUTES WHICH ENABLES
IT TO STUDY THE CONDITIONS OF PRISONERS OTHER THAN PRISONERS OF WAR.
THE COMMITTEE MHAS MADE IT CLEAR THAT ITS OFFER OF ASSISTANCE

IS MADE, NOT ON THE BASIS OF THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS OF 1949

WHICH DEAL WITH THE CONDITIONS OF PRISONERS OF WAR, BUT IN EXERCISE ,
OF ITS RIGHT TO TAKE HUMANITARIAN INITIATIVES. | HAVE DeCIDED e
TO TAKE UP THE ICRC?S OFFER TO VISIT THE NORTHERN IRELAND PRISONS ‘

CONCERNED., A TEAM FROM THE ICRC WILL BEGIN ITS WORK FORTHWITH,

3., THE ICRC HAVE MADE IT CLEAR TO THE GOVERNMENT THAT THE SOLE
AliA OF THEJIR VISIT WILL BE TO ASSESS AND, |F NECESSARY,
TO MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS TO IMPROVE THE CONDITIONS OF IMPRISONMENT

IN NORTHERN I1RELAND.

L. 1T IS THE PRACTICE OF THE COMMITTEE TO FOLLOW UP AN INITIAL VISIT

WITH SUBSEQUENT VISITS AND REPORTS AND | SHALL ARRANGE FOR THIS
TO BE DONE IN NORTHERN IRELAND IF THE COMMITTEE SO WISHES.
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