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S i n c e I w i l l n o t be a b l e t o a t t e n d t h e m e e t i n g o f E 
on 2 7 t h S e p t e m b e r , I t h o u g h t i  t w o u l d be u s e f u l t o send 
y o u a few comments on J i m P r i o r ' s p a p e r . J o hn B i f f e n 
w i l l a t t e n d t h e m e e t i n g i n any case and may have o t h e r 
p o i n t s t o r a i s e when we have seen t h e a c c o m p a n y i n g p a p e r 

2 . I am i n c r e a s i n g l y d o u b t f u l w h e t h e r J i m P r i o r ' s p r o p o s a l s 
a r e s u f f i c i e n t l y r o b u s t . The f a c t t h a t t h e TUC have n o t 
s e r i o u s l y c h a l l e n g e d t h e p r o p o s a l s i n p a r a g r a p h 6, c o u l d be 
one i n d i c a t i o n t h a t we have n o t gone f a r enough. P e r s o n a l l y 
I w o u l d p r e f e r t o see c o n s c i e n t i o u s o b j e c t i o n t o a p a r t i c u l a r 
u n i o n b e i n g a l l o w a b l e as w e l l as o b j e c t i o n a g a i n s t j o i n i n g 
any u n i o n . T h e r e c o u l d , f o r e x a m p l e , be i n d i v i d u a l s who had 
r e l i g i o u s o b j e c t i o n s t o j o i n i n g communist d o m i n a t e d u n i o n s 
b u t n o t o t h e r u n i o n s . Of c o u r s e t h e r e a r e d i f f i c u l t i e s , 
i n c l u d i n g t h o s e r a i s e d by some e m p l o y e r g r o u p s , b u t I s h o u l d 
l i k e t o s u g g e s t t h a t we go f o r t h e w i d e r d e f i n i t i o n . 

3. A g a i n on p a r a g r a p h 8, I am n o t s u r e I f o l l o w t h e i n t e n t i o n 

o f t h e l a s t s e n t e n c e where J i m P r i o r s u g g e s t s a p r o v i s i o n 

w h i c h deems i t u n r e a s o n a b l e t o e x p e l a member f o r c r o s s i n g 

a p i c k e t l i n e . As I u n d e r s t a n d i t  , i  t w o u l d r e m a i n " r e a s o n a b l e " 

i f a u n i o n e x p e l l e d a member f o r d i s o b e y i n g a u n i o n s t r i k e c a l l , 
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so t h a t p r o v i s i o n w o u l d have o n l y v e r y l i m i t e d a p p l i c a t i o n 

i  f i  t were r e l e v a n t a t a l l  . I  f i  t p r o v e d p o s s i b l e t o d r a f t 

some d e f i n i t i o n o r u n r e a s o n a b l e n e s s , p e r h a p s we c o u l d 

c o n s i d e r a l s o b r i n g i n g i n r e f u s a l t o j o i n a p o l i t i c a l s t r i k e 

o r r e f u s a l t o j o i n a s t r i k e w h i c h had n o t been p r o p e r l y 

a p p r o v e d by a m a j o r i t y o f t h e m e m b e r s h i p , say by s e c r e t 

b a l l o t . T h e r e w o u l d o f c o u r s e be d i f f i c u l t i e s i n g i v i n g t h e 

c o u r t s powers t o d e c i d e w h e t h e r o r n o t a p a r t i c u l a r d i s p u t e 

was p o l i t i c a l . B u t , however t h a t may b e , I hope t h a t 

c o l l e a g u e s w i l l r e - c o n s i d e r t h e ade^uoac^ o f t h e a p p r o a c h 

t o w h i c h we a r e so f a r c o m m i t t e d . 


*J • I am s e n d i n g c o p i e s t o o t h e r members o f E Committee and 

t o S i r John Hunt. 


{ ( • (G.H.) 
September 1 9 7 9 

[ A p p r o v e d by t h e 

C h a n c e l l o r o f t h e E x c h e q u e r 

and s i g n e d i n h i s a b s e n c e ] 
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