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Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH

30 November 1979
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After Dublin: Checklist of Community Business

We sent you late on 26 November a 'checklist' which the
Prime Minister had requested, of forthcoming Community
meetings in the context of possible obstruction of Community
business in the event that we do not get an acceptable solution
on the budget at Dublin.

This 'checklist' has been revised and expanded over the
last few days by Cabinet Office, MAFF and the FCO. I enclose
the rewvised version.

I am sending a copy of this letter to Tony Battishill
(Treasury) and Martin Vile (Cabinet Office).

'jgr::lv&e;\

(P Lever)
ra Private Secretary

M O'D B Alexander Esq
10 Downing Street
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MAJOX DECISIONS

(TIMING WIERE XKIOWN
SHOWN AGAINST EACH
DECISION)
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AGRT CULTUNE

EFFECY OF DELAY
ON OTHEIt MEMB:R
STATES

EFFEGT ON UK INTERESD

Devaluation of green pound
(December Council) = oubject
o Cabinet egreement.

New Zealend butter (post 1980
access)

oo -

Agricultural prices for ..
1980/81 (March or June
Councils). G

Sugar (at latest by June
Council).

Commigsion's other
proposale of cutting
coat of CAP.

Agriculture structures
propopalu.

Potatoes.

They benefit from absence
of devaluation for UK.

None of the other member
states have any interest
in continued accees for

New Zegland butter.

We could insist on price
freeze of 1980/81 or on
* ‘the validity of 1979/80

- ‘prices being extended

temporarily while

' "negotiations continued,
-which would seriously
affect farm incomes in
other member states.

The production quota

prov isions would lapse
unless extended (with or
without changes). This
would benefit most member
‘gtates, assuming support
prices continued unchangsd,
eince full support price
level would apply to whole
production instead of only
part.

Net beneficiaries from
CAFP would welcome non—
application of these
measures,

Would annoy some other
member states, particularly
Italy and Ireland.

Italians will lose

potential benefits of
regime.
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Serious effects on UK
farmers' incomes.

Very serious effect on

Hew Zealand's economy if no
decision is taken to permit
continued access for butter
efter the end of 1980.
Absence of decision would
negate our pledges 1o New
Zealand. Decision cannot
reasonably be postponed
beyond June at the latest.

Serious effect on UK farmers!
incomes, in absence of green
pound devaluation. Loss of
Budget receipts and higher
consumer prices, due to
ending of butter subsidy.

Big increase in UK Budget
contribution.

Increased Budget contribution.

Beneficial (saving on Budget
contribution).

—

Problems over imports from
Cyprus (damage to UK
conpumers as well as to
Cyprus). Possibility of
high Exchequer cost if we
have to continue with
national guarantees for
further year.
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Sheepneat. French would continue their Loss of potential revenue on
ban on imports. exports to France.
Poscibility of Exchequer cost
if UK price depressed in
consequence.

Wine Packapge. France and Italy would Increased Budget contribution

lose some potential if purplusez not controlled.
financial benefits, but

would not be compelled
to reduce surpluses.

Alcohol. Little effect. Little overall irnpact on UK,
- but whisky distillers would
lose potential Budget receipts

* In addition to the above major points for Council decision, the routine
operation on the CAP involves numerous decisions either at Council or
Commission level. The day-to—day operation of the CAP is largely
conducted by the Commission under the Management Committee procedure
(subject to majority voting); if these decisions systematically went
against us the 2dditional cost, even in the short run, could amount %o
hundreds of millions of EUAo.
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5
WOUNCIL

December

NERGY -
'OUNCIL

v December
‘OREPER

y December-

'RANSPORT
'OUNCLL

[ T ——

COUNCLLS GTiikaic

Decisions
Lakien

Fajor
10 Lo

(a) 1980 allowable
ﬂﬂtﬂl](—‘:s {"t'ﬂ(‘.fj 1] -

(b) Conservation
reglme

(c) Third Country
agreements

S

(a) EEC position
for IEA
Ministerial :.,,
Meeting E

(b) Coking coal
d30151ou

(c) ﬂ980 targets
if not leed.by
Then' = - E

Midwives
Directive (on

- which UK

isolated)

(2) Air Pransport
tir Services .
Memorandum

(b) Aircraft
noise

{c\', ?c-:..ﬂ-
) - e
transport quotas

(&) Commission
statement on
infrastructure

L e et [T R E P L

ANNOYENCe
:0 Selidns
(Ve fHRT Ee

Yiould uwndermine :
“their confidcnce in
UK serious iniention
to settle CFI.

tﬁill,annoy Germans

and Frexnch in
particular.

Very 1itfig

Vould = Geroans.

J.i-.-'.fh.: -J

=
Would zunoy all
Member States and
Us.

|
Irritation but no
great surprise..

Very little

S Gl L
T e Eo B e -
~oiat B I T T L

Couvld underrine -
crodabilaty on s,
scttlement.

Risks spoiling
improved
elmwosphere on

Tisheries, and

weakening UK

powers to Influence
Conservation regime
in-face of .Europegau
Court rulingss
against us. Ve
woculd lose.sqme
fishing rights’

if we blocked

JNorway and -Faroes

arrangements.

A negative attiiude

by the UK at ihis

mcetlng would risi
retaliation
by Commission
con UK landing
requilrenent
ending of our
chances of
securing & cc.
Hchdmh_kp Suis

|_|--——
- -

=
H

Not significanv.

Ve stand to benelsl
but no harma Ifrom
delay.

Little hara frow
delay

Ve want quota
extension.

Ve stand to gain
longer term; no
harm from delay.

/10-11 December




/ Deceuwber (a) Health el el O L o [ic,
S protection : eI TeHGY Eave 2
WIRONMENTAL o idards - == reserve).
JURCIL (sulphur and
lead in the
air).

Hol sirnificanic.

e
(b) Protection ' Not sipniricaut. Iisappointin:.
of whalces

-

36 a UK Inits ative

(c) Chlorofluro- Not significant. Rot cignificant.
carbons - '

/17 Deceuber
SARZIE
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Findes Decisions

TR W T lﬂ e L.aken

1980 Jadprel:

Tould be mitlers
arising from
Purliament's 2ud
yeuding and adopt-
jon of wudget (e.(
application of
maximum rale
whiclh would have
bearing on
whether Council
considered 1980
budget to be
legally adopled.

17 December
¥ILANCE
COUNC1L

%

(a)

18 Decembefm“

Staffinp _and

FOREIGN
AFFRIRS

- COUNCIL'

(b) Renewal of
Eﬁue] anti-crisis
measures (which

cxpive 51.12.79)-

écj chiplnilding
Scrap oand build.

i
; ?-_(ﬂ} 1S E"F‘ﬂthetic
textiles ’

" (2)"Super-Sara®
nuclear saflely
-pl“cj ect.

‘20 December
RESEARCH
- Z0UNCIL

-

(b) Inertial

}-jr :11 1T 11

e

15 L

Ded oy TR T T A R b
Ludire Ly L
Usun sy duditied iy
gquoiliicd o gUs wf -
Birfoel Lol Gideis
S Tl it
hulil_';t.:lu tl{-’f—']...'..,‘fl
31lepadly sGoniad,
Couinubatly wouil operale
on "twelltn. rule’.
v, Use of ILuxcnbour:

Compromise conirar)

to practice, wcceupted

even by French.

!

...0ther Member Siutes
"would probably "~
. secrctly welconc
*tough UK line on
substance. Lt
UK ! plock could
- ecausc .2 strike which
woutld ‘1ot Lo wulCuic.

e

. ¥
s

Wenial Lo paed s s
G = i

dislioel DY Guaiti,
esLLeladiy el ol

SRS 9 (e L G e (B A

"..'l:;.-:‘ ol f

Ttalicns alone wauld
be concerncé. Little
prospeet anyway of

- ggrecment.

.Bmall

Ttalians would be
upscti. JIC would
continue. OLhcr.
cuber Stotes little
corccrned.

_Eonfincmcnt fusion

Community otall
would rescnt Ud
block.

(:Du]{i e
-L'(p‘ _UAI: :'L.p-q"
il o el s
Pl Of

TEi 0l b |y Vg

alinetea’ 1

B e I
L P

Vi iritictive
wiould Ppreve..
action beind, ivahb
10 protuct UL
indusiry.

-

Minimupl




M- danuary

FOIZ1GH
L FFAT R

COURCT 1,

March

EUROPEAN
COUNCLL

® HE:Y
'RANSPORT
OUNCIL -

Juﬁé
mIA—TJ .o
' FALRS

OUNCIL

- % (b) New Commission
-President .-

Fize o Dot o,

Lo Lar fsadeen

() Supplementory
conl and steel
revenue ?

(1) Extension of
nocinl] nsecurity
repulations Lo
self- ond non-
cmployed?

(c) ~Pre-accession
aid to Portugal °

(a) 3 Wise Men
Report

".
o - = K £ L]
Harmonisation of
summper time dates?

.[Bepenﬂing on

outcome of Dublin

pummit and ETUC

reaction] :
Further measures
to alleviate
unempl oyment
(worksharing etc)

B i o oy
1= Ay
T M A W ot e e P S

. 1
e

A1) siecd Conl
producing NMenboer

e Ja

-
. :

_'...}.. B o

el i L T e

Stoates want aprecment.

Miniwal. Dunico
alreody Llocking.

Slight

%

Irritation.

Would probably not
‘cause concern
until Tlay. -

Minimal

Belgium, and to a
lesser extent other
Member Stutec will
be anxious to rezuch
satisiuctcry
conclusion:

GETLLNG

UK initiative.
Eut miniwmal elffce
of delay.

Delay would suit
us. ;
Not significant
bul possible loss

~of influence on

subsequent
decisions.

In ebsence of
agreement, -

Mr Jenkins might
stay on into 1981.

Could wezken ocur
chances of pettirny
other Mewber Staiv
to come towards ou
dates.

Ve do pmot wish 1o
cauese & splitv wilk
unions, but o wiu:
to avoild Tinding;
comnitments in ihi:
arca.

will be least concerncd

(sceptical about
costs to industry
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July Esitablishwent e l' e bveipled gt
e ,“ of 1961 druft 1a REARE -1;';; clhpromine
M budpret COoNds ln, Linaad WO BlOCK
: COUNC1L sy e i would -
_ prevent ezdoption of eny
budget for 1961.
"Twelfihs Rule" would
operate from February
1981. QMajor.irritant
to partners, bul about
equal wisery to all: °’-
" theoretically those with
greater receipts from
CAP would be wors hit but
would take time- for 1..1’1_1.EI
stage i;u ‘be reachecd. :
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