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PRIME MINISTER

falklands: OD(SA) on

Military Issues

1 The meeting will be asked tc ise the Landing, on the basis of

the plan outlined at the BR briefing on 14th May If this

authorised, part of the narrow window of opportunity will

authority is given, the ling could take place any night

‘ 1
QOth/let 4;;23, depending on weather and other faciors.

2. It will be ess ial to establish that, if Ministers authorise the

Landing, they will be doing so on the basis of a plan unanimously
e

recommended to them by their constitutionally-designated Military Advisers.

The decision to repossess the Falklands if militarily possible is correctly

——

one for Ministers. But it ie for the Chiefs of Staff to decide what is

militarily possible. Each of the four Chiefs should therefore be asked —

-

\ Qe Do you regard the aim - of repossessing the Falklands

militarily feasible?
Nt e

b. Do you recommend this plan as the best means of achieving
that aim?

Ce Does the plan have a good chance of success?

d. Do you regard the chances of military success as having

been reduced by any political restrictions imposed?

3 Their replies should be recorded in the minut

particularly important in two possible contexts -

is If the Landing succeeds in establishing itself but does not
e ——

L]
lead on to repossession, no one should be able to argue that all

the Chiefs were ever asked to do was carry out a permanent landing.
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controversially high, or if the operation

to argue

to undertaking it

were forced to

dangerous nature.

course get then ;ell you what the level of casualties

o

much depends on Argentine morale;

military advice that the level of
casualties is expect : acceptable But what is acceptabl.e to
military commanders
opinion.

more tha

will need to ask

be most immed

reserve; and

o

the Sub~Committ
economic and other infere
he Foreign and

You should also ask

confirm that the proposed Landing will not run contrary to our obliga

that the ommittee is unanimously in

can be antermand up to the afternoon of

after all re ed in New York); or later, if

Cabinet should be

1ey would be told, not
——
tomorrow.
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