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V i s i t by the Tariseach: 10 May 1979 


Mr Jack Lynch w i l l be p a y i n g a p r i v a t e v i s i t t o London on 

10 May t o a t t e n d a d i n n e r t h a t e v e n i n g i n the Mi d d l e Temple. H i s 

o f f i c e have i n d i c a t e d t h a t w h i l e he would c e r t a i n l y welcome an 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o meet the Prime M i n i s t e r , he would not wish the 

l a t t e r t o f e e l under any o b l i g a t i o n t o see him s i n c e he r e c o g n i s e s 

the heavy p r e s s u r e s which t h e r e w i l l be on the Prime M i n i s t e r ' s 

time d u r i n g the f i r s t week a f t e r the G e n e r a l E l e c t i o n . 


The q u e s t i o n i s c l e a r l y one on which the Prime M i n i s t e r i n 

the new a d m i n i s t r a t i o n w i l l w i s h t o have the e a r l y a d v i c e of both 

the F o r e i g n and Commonwealth S e c r e t a r y and the North e r n I r e l a n d 

S e c r e t a r y , so t h a t any i n v i t a t i o n o r message t o Mr Lynch can be 

conveyed i n good time. The purpose of t h i s l e t t e r i s both t o draw 

your a t t e n t i o n t o the v i s i t and t o l e t you and the No r t h e r n I r e l a n d 

O f f i c e know the a d v i c e which the Department expect s t o tender t o 

the F o r e i g n and Commonwealth S e c r e t a r y . T h i s might make i  t 

p o s s i b l e , a f t e r the e l e c t i o n , t o c l e a r a d e c i s i o n very r a p i d l y . 


We can be s u r e , whatever the outcome of the E l e c t i o n , t h a t 

the T a o i s e a c h w i l l be l o o k i n g f o r w a r d t o an e a r l y meeting w i t h the 

Prime M i n i s t e r t o d i s c u s s m a t t e r s of su b s t a n c e , e s p e c i a l l y N o r t h e r n 

I r e l a n d . Such a meeting w i l l need t o be c a r e f u l l y p r e p a r e d and 

i t s t i m i n g w i l l be a mat t e r of some s e n s i t i v i t y i n N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d . 

However a c o u r t e s y c a l l on the Prime M i n i s t e r , i f i t c o u l d be 

arranged, would do no more than emphasise the s p e c i a l n ature of 

the A n g l o - I r i s h r e l a t i o n s h i p ; i t need not assume p a r t i c u l a r s i g 

n i f i c a n c e i n the N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d c o n t e x t and the Department would 

hope t h a t the Prime M i n i s t e r c o u l d spare the time f o r a very b r i e f 

meeting, d e s p i t e the i n c o n v e n i e n c e of the t i m i n g . We s h o u l d o f 

course w i s h , i n conv e y i n g any i n v i t a t i o n , to make i t q u i t e c l e a r 

t h a t the Prime M i n i s t e r would not want at t h i s s t a g e t o engage i n 

any s u b s t a n t i v e d i s c u s s i o n about N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d ; and p r e s s 

coverage would need t o be handled w i t h c a r e . 


As regards t i m i n g , C h a n c e l l o r Schmidt i s a r r i v i n g on the 

eve n i n g of 10 May, which suggests t h a t i f the Prime M i n i s t e r was 

prep a r e d to see Mr Lynch, t h e i r meeting might take p l a c e e a r l i e r 

t h a t day. Mr Lynch would p r o b a b l y be ready t o a d j u s t h i s t r a v e l 

p l a n s a c c o r d i n g l y . 


/ I f 

Bryan C a r t ledge Esq 

10 Downing S t r e e t 
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I f a c o u r t e s y c a l l cannot be arranged, you may t h i n k t h a t i t 

would be p o s s i b l e t o arrange f o r a message of r e g r e t s t o go from 

the Prime M i n i s t e r t o the T a o i s e a c h , l o o k i n g f o r w a r d t o an e a r l y 

meeting, f o r example at the European C o u n c i l i n S t r a s b o u r g on 

21/22 June. 


I am cop y i n g t h i s l e t t e r t o Joe P i l l i n g (NIO) and M a r t i n V i l e 

( C a b i n e t O f f i c e ) . 


P Lever 

P r i v a t e S e c r e t a r y 
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