
PRIME MINISTER 


L o r d Mountbatten's f u n e r a l i s f i x e d f o r Wednesday 5 September. 


A c o n t i n g e n c y p l a n f o r L o r d Mountbatten's f u n e r a l was drawn up 


i n 1974, and the then Prime M i n i s t e r ( S i r H a r o l d W i l s o n ) approved 


t h i s a l l o c a t i o n of s e a t s f o r the p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s : -


Government 16 (8 M i n i s t e r s and 

-» wives/husbands) 


O p p o s i t i o n 4 


L i b e r a l s 4 


I have spoken t o S i r E r i c Penn i n the L o r d C h a m b e r l a i n ' s O f f i c e , 


and I am s u r e they would w i s h t o meet your w i s h e s over any v a r i a t i o n s 


t o t h i s w i t h i n , I e x p e c t , a f a i r l y t i g h t p roblem of w o r k i n g out t h e 


s e a t i n g . 


S e p a r a t e l y , 4 s e a t s were p r o v i s i o n a l l y a l l o c a t e d t o the L o r d 


C h a n c e l l o r and the Speaker, and t h e i r w i v e s , r e p r e s e n t i n g P a r l i a m e n t . 


The L o r d C h a n c e l l o r i s due t o be i n B e l f a s t on 5 September, t o 


swear i n a new Judge, the f i r s t t i me a L o r d C h a n c e l l o r has v i s i t e d 


N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d t o do t h i s . L o r d H a i l s h a m f e e l s t h a t t h i s i s a most 


i m p o r t a n t commitment, and one which L o r d Mountbatten might have w i s h e d 


him t o c a r r y out i n t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s . I f you a g r e e , he would l i k e 


t o be i n B e l f a s t t h a t morning. 


I f L o r d H a i l s h a m i s away, h i s P a r l i a m e n t a r y s e a t might n a t u r a l l y 


be t a k e n by L o r d Soames as L o r d P r e s i d e n t . ^^^^ 


Would you w i s h t h e f o l l o w i n g M i n i s t e r s t o have s e a t s : -


Y o u r s e l f ^ \, 


Home S e c r e t a r y 


F o r e i g n and Commonwealth S e c r e t a r y - ^ 




— A — 

C h a n c e l l o r of t h e Exchequer ^ 


S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e f o r Defence 


S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e f o r N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d 


C h a n c e l l o r o f t h e Duchy / 


S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e f o r I n d u s t r y • ( L o r d Mountbatten 


had c l o s e c o n n e c t i o n s w i t h , i n p a r t i c u l a r 


the e l e c t r o n i c s industry)„ 


The a l l o c a t i o n of 4 s e a t s each t o the O p p o s i t i o n and t h e L i b e r a l s 


seems b a d l y l o p - s i d e d , as I imagine Mr C a l l a g h a n , Mr Healey and Mr Roy 


Mason at l e a s t would a l  l w i s h and e xpect t o a t t e n d , whereas the 


L i b e r a l s c o u l d s u r e l y be l i m i t e d t o Mr S t e e l . S h a l l I as~k f o r £ s e a t s 


f o r the Labour P a r t y , and 2 f o r the L i b e r a l s ? 


I have c o n s u l t e d Mr Stowe, who a d v i s e s a g a i n s t a s k i n g f o r s e a t s 


f o r any of the U l s t e r U n i o n i s t s , or f o r t h e o t h e r m i n o r i t y n o n - n a t i o n a l 


P a r t i e s . 


Would you w i s h one of t h e P r i v a t e S e c r e t a r i e s t o accompany you 

next Wednesday? J 


