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TO PRIORITY FCO

TELEGRAM NUMBER 712 OF 21 JUME : .

INFO PRIORITY CABINET OFFICE (DI0), MODUX (DI4, DsSii), CRE 5,

WASH INGTON, ABU DHABI, AN¥ARA, BAGHDAD, BAHRAIY, CAIRO, DOMA,

DUBAI, ISLAMABAD, JEDDA, XABUL, ¥UZAIT, MOSCOW AND PARIS.

IRAN INTERNAL SITUATION: MY TEL 723

-1, THE POLITICAL SCENE HAS BEEN DOMiNATED THIS WEEK BY THE
CONSTITUTIONAL ISSUE AND THE PUBLICATION OF THE DRAFT DOCUMENT,
(Y TUR), THE FOUR SENIOR ZOM AYATOLLAHS = KHOMEIN], SHARIAT-
MADARI, MARASHI=NAJAF AND GOLPAYGAN! — MET THERE Cn 19 JUNE,
ALTHOUGH NO COMMUNIQUE WAS ISSUED, SHARIAT-MADARI'S SUBSEQUENT
STATEMENTS SUGGEST THAT HE GAVE SOME GROUND BY AGREEING THAT AN
ASSEM3LY CF EYPERTS NUMBERING ABOUT 72, RATHER THAN A LARGER
CONSTITUENT £SSEMBLY, SHOULD EYAMINE THE DRAFT CONSTITUTICN,
HOWEVER .'HOYEINI APPEARS TO HAVE CONCEDED THAT THEY SHOULD JE
ELECTED, "OT APPOINTED, (A FULL TEXT OF THE DRAFT AND A PRELI'INARY
RIALYSIS 15 DEING SENT TO MED 3Y TODAY’S BAG) OPPOCITION TO THE
DRAFT AND THE ASSEMBLY OF EYPETS HAS ALREADY PEEN VOICED BY LISERAL
CROUPS, AND, [N PARTICULAR, BY THE ETHNIC MINORITIES AND SURNI
USLINS, THE NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC FRCNT IS HOLDING A RALLY AT
TEHRAN UNIVERSITY TOMORROW — TOGETHER V/ITH KURDISH, ARAD AUD
LS SOME OTHERS — TO DISCUSS THE CONSTITUTION
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TEHRAN UNIVERSITY TOMORROW — TOGETHER WITH XURDISH, ARAR AND
TURKMEN GROUSS AS WELL AS SCME OTHERS ~ TO DISCUS3 THE coNSTITUTION
AD THE PROGEDURE FOR I1TS APPROVAL. (THE BALUCH SEEM MORE
QUIESTENT,) THE ASSOCIATION OF IRANIAN LAWYERS HAS BEEN STAGINC
SEMINAR SINCE 16 JUNE AND A NUMBER OF SPEAYERS HAVE BEEN VERY
CRITICAL OF THE DRAFT, Al
¥MOMEINI HAS CALLED IN A SPEECH THIS WEEK FOR A **CONSTRUCTION
DRIVE®’ TO REPAIR THE ??DEVASTATION?? CAUSED BY THE PREVI(US
naetre's DEVELOPHENT PROJECTSe HE HAS ASKED THE NATION TO DIRECT
ITS ENERGIES TO PROJECTS AIMED AT IMPROVING CONDITIONS, PARTICULARLY
IN VILLAUES AND AYONG THE TRIBES., AS WAS TO BE EXPECTED, THE CALL
HAS BEEN E“DORSED BY THE COVERNMENT = BAN! ASSADI, DEPUTY PRIME
MINISTER, HAS SAID THAT THE DRIVE IS TO BE AIMED AT THE PROVISION
OF BAS{C RURAL SERVICES AMD INDUSTRIES. THE MIN|STRY OF ACR!CULTURE
HAS EARMARYED 77 BILLION RIALS (ABOUT £527,0 M) AS LOANS TO FARMERS.

3. DR SANJABI (NATIONAL FRONT) HAS GIVEN THE DRAFT CONSTITUTION
A CAUTIOUS WELCOME, BUT THE INDICATIONS ARE THAT THE NATIONAL
FRONT 1S LOSING GROUND., ON 47 JUNE BARIUSH FOROUHAR, MINISTER OF
‘LARPOUR, CFFICIAL SPOYESMAN FOR THE FRONT AND A CLOSE ASSOCIATE OF
SANJABI IN RECENT MONTHS, ANNOUNCED THAT HE AND HI1S IRAN PECPLE’S /'
PARTY WERE .LEAVING THE FRONT, WHICH WAS *?PLAGUED BY A POWER  /
STRUGGLE’?, HE HAS PROBABLY REACTED TO THE RECRUITMENT TO THE ~
FRONT®S CENTAL COMMITTEE OF DR CHOLAM HOSSEIN SADDIQI, A FOR™ER
CARINET MINISTER unveq MOSSADEQ, THE FRONT HAS AMNMOUNCED ITS
INTENTION TO INCLUDE MORE YOUNGER MEMBERS IN ITS LEADERSHIP, BUT
ITS FOLLOYWING 1S RAPIDLY DECLIMING, A MEETING HELD 3Y THE FRONT
_ON 19 JUNE TO CELERRATE THE ANNIVE?SAWY OF THE EXPROPRIATION OF
AIOC IN 1951 WAS FAR LESS ELL ATTENDED THAN A RALLY ON THE SAME
DAY TO HONOUR THE MEMORY OF .DR ALl SHARIAT!. (THERE WERE NO
ANTI=BRITISH MANIFESTATIONS, DESPITE THE PREVIOUS APPEARANCE 1N
THE LOCAL PRESS OF PASSACES LINKING THE CELEBRATION TO THE REMOVAL
OF THE BRITISH IN 1951,)

J'

4, A NUMIER OF CABINET CHANGES WERE ANNOUNCED ON 28 JUNE,

THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE, ASADULLAH MOBASHERI, HAS RESICNED,
AND HAS BEEN REPLACED BY HAJ SAYID JAVADI, THE MINISTER OF
INTERIOR, WHO 1S SUCCEEDZD IN THAT OFFICE BY HASHEM SABACGHI AN,
PEPUTY PRIME MINISTER FOR TRAMSITIONAL.AFFAIRS., NO REASONS :
WERE CIVEN FOR MODASHERI’S RESICGNATICN, THOUGH APPARENTLY HE SAID
HE WAS TIRED AND WISHED TO RETURN TO ACADEMIC LIFE. THERE MAY 3E
SCYE TRUTH IN THIS = HE 1S NOT A YOUNG MAN = BUT OTHER CAUSES MAY
HAYE ZEEN THE CONTINUED ARBITRARY DISPENSATION OF JUSTICE BY THE
REVOLUTIONARY COURTS, (OVER WHICH HE 15 SAID TO HAVE OFFERED H|S




HAVE SEEN THE CONTINUED ARBITRARY DISPENSATION OF JusTicE BY THE
REVOLUTIONARY COURTS,  (OVER WHICH HE 1S SAID TO HAVE OFFERED HIS
.’\‘ES GNATION LAST APRIL),AND HIS KNOWN RESERVATIONS AROUT THE DRAFT
CONSTITUTION AND THE METHOD CHOSEN TO EXAMINE AND RATIFY IT,

5, THERE ARE FURTHER REPORTS IN THE PROVINCES OF TROUBLE CAUSED

3Y THE DEPREDATIONS OF LOCAL KOMITEHS EG IN ZANJAN, .(THE DIS~
AGREE'ENT REPORTED 1IN MY TELNC 694 APPARENTLY CONTINUES), KHOY AND
CKUAIYEH IN THE NORTH-WEST, YASUJ IN SOUTHERN LURISTAN AND 2USHEHR
O THE SOUTHERN COAST., N YASUJ, THE LOCAL GOVERNOR HAS RESIGNED °
IN PROTEST AT THE AR3ITRARY ARREST OF MEMBERS OF HIS OFFICE 3Y THE
TOWN'S KOMITEH., THERE ARE ALSO SIGNS OF CONTINUING DISQUIET IN
KHORRAMSHAHR WHERE KHALKHAL! HAS THREATENED THAT ANYONE CONTINUING
TO SEEX AUTONOMY = INCLUDING KHAQANI, THE LOCAL ARAB RELIGICUS
LEADER = SHOULD T“E PUT BEFORE A FIRING S2UAD, AND WHERE |T SEEMS
THER HAVE BEEN DEIONSTRATIONS AGAINST THE CONTINUED DETENTIOM OF
THE ARABS ARRESTED IN THE RECENT FIGHTING.

6. IN A SPEECH GIVEN ON 15 JUNE, NOTABLE FOR ITS TOUGH AND UM-
COMPROMISING ATTITUDE TO THE (?) FOR A PROPERLY RECO“STRUCTED
ARVY, THE CHIEF OF IRAN’S MILITARY POLICE, GEHERAL AMIR RAHIMI, HAS
SAID THAT IRAN’S ARMED FORCES HAVE LOST IMOST OF THEIR POWERS AND
WARNED THAT THE COUNTRY WOULD BE DESTROYED IF THE ARMY WERE FURTHER
WEAKENED, ONE LOCAL MEWSPAPER, AYAHDECAH, REPCRTED THIS WEEK THAT
GENERAL MOSTAFA MOSTAFA’| HAS BEEN APPOINTED HEAD OF POLICE,
REPLACING GENERAL MOJALLALI, THIS SEE“S TO HAVE BEEN CONFIRMED IN
A SUBSEQUENT REFERENCE BY THE OFFICIAL PARS NEWS AGENCY THOUGH,
OTHERWISE, THE APPOINTMENT HAS RECEIVED NO COVERAGE. :

Te THE ARREST OF _GENERAL TOUFANIAN AT HIS BROTHER'S HOUSE iN
TEHRAN HAS BEEN REPORTED.

8. THE KOMITEH [N KARAJ DESTROYED LAST WEEK THE LICUCR STORE OF
) A PARTLY BRITISH-OWNED FIRM, AND WORY HAS STARTED ALSO ON
CRAY MACKENZIE'S STOCK (WORTH ABOUT £1,0M),
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