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28th May, 1976

Rather than write direct to Brian Kellett whom I have, of
ecourse, met, but know less well than you, I am responding to
your comment on Geoffrey Rippon’s speech with a mildly gquerulous

comment on his interview in the Dally Telegraph of 24th May.

We both agree, of course, that competitive guerulousness
about each other 15 the last thing that ls needed, and under-
stand the difficulties very well, although David Watt makes too
much of then in today's Financial Times, and surely we are all
agreed on the over-riding necesslty for all those who are fearful
that our entire soclety will be submerged 1n Soclallzsm to try to
make a commen front agailnst this. This 1s not, of course, Jjust a
question of doing the right things, but of ensuring that we all do
everything we can tc changethe climate of opinion in order, hope-
fully, to persuade even the Labour Party into opinions comparable
wlth those held by the SDP 1in Germany.

That is why I hope you will feel that I am entltled to
complain about the parody of Conservative policy which 1s
contained in this third and fourth paragraphs of the Brian
Kellett interview. We have all made many speeches aboubt the
problems of middle management whlch are, in tax terms, exactly
the same as those of the small entrepreneur. We have emphedsed
the necesslty to get top tax rates down and so on. But it iz falr
tp remember that those restrictions, when introduced, were supported
by the CBI, admittedly, from their point of view as well BS ours,
az a second best. It is also falr to remember that Tony Barber did
cut top tax rates and recelved, many of us think, less support than
he deserved for having done so.

of course we all would prefer a scciety that was not built on
benefits in kind, But equally we all agree that the Government's
changes now proposed on this front would be disastrous in the
present tax climate. That 1s why the Conservative Party 1s fightling,
for example, agalnst such changes as those of whleh you have com-
plained 1n Clauses 57 and 58 of the present Flnance Bill.

I certainly did not get the Llmpression when I last spoke bto
Brian Kellett that he was unmindful of these things and hope that
he will not mind my writlng through you to him - simply to make
the point: "Don't shoot the pianist. He's doing his best.” His
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best may not be good encugh but 1t will not be helped unless
we remember the wilde identlty of interest between business,
smal) and large alike, and those of us who are trylng to
argue the case for a free soclety.
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