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train the dangerous vhenomena seen elsewhere:
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>nd of the story.

~oduces over-fast >ial change which threa

the community.
western and wealthy economy makes available the comfort

and luxuries of modern, w 21 and wealthy socie The offer
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is almost impossible

social revolution or hypocrisy on a national scal In Saudi

Arabia all three responses can be observed: jecti of the new

values, bold acceptance of them with all their cons
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varticular problem which the new eco onomy generates is

foreign labour. It is normal - but still troublec
7

for a developing country to be obliged to import i

foreigners: enginecers Lo econcmists.
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much further. Because of its social tradit tions,

will not work with their hands. So not only are
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foreigners: without them
water, no elect Ericity.

preposterous situation on the Saudi morale cannot be.

increases their arrogance more than their hum 1ility.

the presence of two or even three

million foreigners amonc native population of only five

strengthens and accelerates the encroachment of

_Yet though we know all this is a source of

and jec £ debate i y nothing is

Oorse by another one, already troublesome
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force. I shall not here discuss

the Saudi defence of the role which they have assigned to women.
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the land allow for
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onal framework
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the widespread corruption. The resen
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10. There are other political danger

provinces, with different histories

in comparatively recent
the Asir in the south and al-Hasa in the east

R g
assimilated and a imes rese the dominance of the central Najd.
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The merchants cf ragitic 1y Hejaz have seen tneir

status decline by compariso i the once
sophisticated Najdis hom some - them still
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economy of
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the Najd, whence come their governors.

privileged and despis § its >1igious heresy

-

inferiority. i 5 ¢ too 1at as- the

oil it deserves rger share of the wealth

see a centrifugal force at work in the

out of date: the process of assimilation, of

more recently, of intermarriage is moving apace. Nor

claim that they would have been better off without unifica
hypcthetically) + D20F f the Eastern Province;

they have been « diluted by incoming Najdis that the resentment

=3 O
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11. The political problems I have so far described are inherent in

the system. There is also opposition to the Government's current

This is chiefly directed
close connection with the

This connection, they contend,

over-production i vhi in turn
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change. The policy benefits the West but produces too little

by way of reward: the Ki 's financial reserve Lnveste

1

the West, lose their value through inflation and
rates, and the one thing which would

settlement of the

contrary
continues unabated. These critics, whose case can be rationally
and rfully argued, are given more

Arab governments outside
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sing of December 1979, who

return to a society which is in fact gone beyond recall

st

do not. believe that they are sufficiently numeroué, sufficiently
ed or sufficiently supported by public opinion
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at the revolutions

Nasserist Egypt or

Arabia, no one
SE———
can deny that the ial services ar ein ly improved;
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Foreigners her e ta among them who will rouse

them to a revolt and a tak r* ' answer must be no. The
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Americans, the Europeans, the Far Easterners and most of the

workers from the sub-continent must be excluded from such a

proposition: th ; ake in the country other

against rocking the boat. They do not speak the language,
know nothing of the social and political structure of

they come rather

groups of foreig
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and for the most part in middle-
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numerous, a million or more,
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nined the possibility of a classical coup d'etat and

that it is, on looistical grounds alone, highly
unlikely to succeed. The Army (controlled by Fahd's full brother

Sul*tan) is stationed round the periphery of the Kingdom, separ;t
traditional targets of ministries, radio
royal palaces by several hu miles of deser
by ribbon 1ds > tanks Rivyadh
formidable sk

and well-maintai ‘ Saudi force i ikely have

Sdbher. — -TfF 1t did, 1inst ‘ ation : the capital it

would have to overcome the National Guard (commanded by Prince

bdullah) which is stationed there and whose

acknowledged, purpose is to resist such an attempt.
Co-operation of the Air Force (also under Prince Sultan) would
be essential to the success of a coup; yet the involvement of
the Air Force would greatly increase the risk R¥: rery in
the early stages of planning. Discovery would in

ighly likely, since members of the Royal Family are scattered
throughout the officer corps in all the forces. An Air Force
vgggg was in fact planned in 1969. It was nipped in the bud and
the plotters arrested. They were dealt with leniently: none
was executed; all prisoners have been released. I see

time to time the man who had been desi

the putative republic: he is now

losely associated with Prince Sultan,

expect that in present circumstance
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I come now to a point which

mortem on

thing happen here?

explained, few Saudi

It is arguable that there is

a Saudi proletariat. We dispute inside

are any Saudi poor (as opposed to Ye

cannot be many and

country

base for a revolution.
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production woulcd e grave sequs 5> in the long term, the
Kingdom's financis eserves would provide time for corrective
action. It is a threat which needs further investigation but

I do not judge that it is an immediate danger at the moment.
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Factors of Stability

have concentrated so Ifar
are countervailing fac

arouses hostility among outsiders

own
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incicaent was nothing new OX

the Kingdom has

trauma

treason of th« "ree Princes .in

on the television station in 1964,
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royal; the assassination of King Faisal

are four or five thouszand princes spread through every walk an

degree of life, military, administrative and commercial. The

family may be privileged but it is not an isolated cligue; rather

‘it is a ubiguitous intelligence service, prod in times of

crisis considered and loyal assessment a advi A

time, through the dispensing of privileges and rewards

an agency for the recruitment of support, influence and constancy.

This is, in Saudi eyes, the acceptable face of corruption.
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23 Finally, we must put Saudi Arabia

A B

there is more chance of

ritain or Holland or ‘the i s ate But look instead at

SVria or Irag orx Compared with themn,

Arabia matters to us

Y earnestly what lessons we

this despatch
n, Cairo, UKMIS

a, Bahrain, Abvu Dubai, Muscat,

Amman.
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