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but, zlo  r  . o 1: + .o- . radicals

system but are not _f..jci_(`1tlY QUA or i di. -_ant to

rebel. _io_ .,: ` icrs are not sufficiently inturnsted.

(Fai.'a`_ 10 to  16),

but

The  tr'_ .. e  are no lonEer

would  to

decisive force. workers'

the  L  very few  Mali 031.:) ,. - , __ M _.._ -- in  the  UK

fields  _ d.  OanwLe  . i  would  _,`r'O; bj h e c  ._ 1 i ne _,.

(Paragonnho 1 7  to 19).

There ore  c -_  :t.1 h _ n  _ "'; r s  of nyWlity: the MY-

and

life,  ._  U0-_ a .1 ce :...'n

20 to 21).

U40 !cop!

of _ C

they arc  _,  n _  tern. The  _ ... ,  n position o  uneasy bu',-.

not alavAnE. Ti  _ r  will to  no  revolution  i n  the next
_

e•?. I 0

hauhi  !  a  is stable.  ( .. _s  22



EjEDDA

9 Mauch 1981

The Right Hapourable
The Lord Carrington KCYG  MC
etc etc  etc

-1y

I .

ord,

c\ have all been frightened by the fate of Posia.
/' i2Ci

ma:  -V  id, always more attracted ,
i'r prophecies of Onu than  by

invitations to mirth, has made the fate of Saudi
Arabia its

r.c:_t preoccupation. I finJ th2 concern of the western pre2s

with Saudi instability -,-i - -,modish, G:ri_Cin--o-t?Ci and at least partly

._motivated  by a  desire to sell more copies.
infectious'F'i_tt i t _

S

and it has spread too far to he ignored.

2.  In  any  ca se, there  can be no doubt  that Saudi  Arabia faces

grave problems. They may be  i 1']_d-)Cjdivided convenience of exposition

theyonly. since  t??. e overlap and interact) into the economic, the social

and the political.

nonomic Problems

3. Vast  quantities  of  oil  have p r oduce d
vast wealth  and ,  only

shortly afte rwards ,  a realisation  that the  oil will not last for

ever.  What  sha l l  we  do, now. to keep  at,  least some of the wealth

wh2n the  oil runs  out? Answer:  s
t' p  nju S.  y ,  ma'r' _.nd and

di vu _: si y  the  econom y,  educate
_and  _:-ra?n the people so that they

Can

CONFIDENTIAL



can live off the new system when the old is Lo : . But (first

problem) will the new econo: _- work when there  1:,  no  ) lOit g :_t  oil __

to urovido cheap  fool  and cheap feedstock? Meanwhile shall

have lost  the  ability  -' whichtv1,.,_  once we had, none more so, to live

tough and endure hardship? And (second problem) does not this

policy require an accelerated economic develconrot nh ch will

bring in its train the dangerous cir -o_.'^_ seen elsewhere:

infl tior?, Mspvriuies of wealth, rising and perhaps unfulfillable

cr:'  rotations p7'.• .  p l +- r - -_ _ i_d_C  consumption  :._  resources  iJi111_.  on by

thrift and  r,e!?_ s..__rony  over  LP_uasd.'_ ds of years? indeed these

phenomena are already visible in Saudi Arabia to-day.

Social i>roh ,

her is hrt the end of the story. Over--fast econo-:.c

do:Cllr;" ,ant- produces over-fast social change which three e
15

to : nfeeb_le  the spiritual __-_ and moral roots of the community.

modern western  end  wealthy -, L!i
- V economy the comfortsmakes available ic.-!'F':

--

and luxuries of modern, western and wealthy society. The offer

is almost imrn^s h]_e to refuse. But acceptance means either

social revolution or hypocrisy on a national scale. in Saudi

Arabia all three responses can he observed: rejection of the nesrr

values, acceptancebol v '
e _tT withL all their  COI1 s c,Gti,  ice^of  "C.11  F  ,i_  o ,

irejection  of  t,___., verbally CO.a'1n2:: with enjoyment of the-_,-,2

c c._ra_ic. (l am  tired of Saudis rMuRing for the moral

.c  of the  ast  five rinntns w5-^r  telling me how muct WI

-i rr-7

pc_ia r at ions and Lh;,  classes  and  cannot hut lead to trouOle.

/ 5
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5.  A  particular problem which the now .conoll:lJ generates is

the nee for foreign labour. It is normal
_ but still troublesome

-- for a d2- elopincoulltg it to be obliged to import  highly  trained

foreigners: engineers, doctors, -economists. Saudi Arabia  goE' ;

much further. be
_Cdt,:'  of  its social t Y'a ``.? t iOiIS,  its  r?-';`O p .j.n

will not work with their .- _ hands. So  not  only are  X11:' re no  Sa u ;'.i.

r =.C1s .i? ` ors or  labourers: there
1  carpenters

or  electricians.  As a  result the _
- t;:_.  iii `_  is entirely  C. e  -- - „ -

on  foreigners: without than  the' r  l
be_--`i.. ; OLi._,. ,J:_' no roads, no a1 %poY-' <

no water, no electricity, no industry.
--!

,The effect of this
preposterous situation on the. Saudis' morale e

cannot  be  _Cal cu at Ur _, .

TL  1nCY'C their -arrogance more than their humility.
clthcr

malign.way it is Moreover,  the p i esenc _ - of twof t`:: U or even three

million foreigners _.:;:_g a native population of
only five

strengthens and accelerates the C'ItCl Uc.Ch.o
.,_11t  of  alien values.

Yet though know thisall tis a source of anxiety to the regi

and  a sUOJeC: t  of debate, virtually nothing
is being  done about it.

The problem is made worse iworse  by  aitot_-or one, already t-roab ie;c,n.__

in its own  right:  the  seclusion  of  woqnn, which nullifies  half

usthe  pv ential  indigenous labour force. I shall not here discuss
s

the Saudi defence of the r
which they have assignee to women.

That role is not as black as it is painted, though in my view it

is pretty close to charcoal  grey.
But as a p loin matter of fact

it is causing Saudi  society a y great deal al of trouble and is going

to cause  K g _-c., _ deal more.  'The  ;'7=i Lvie for women's  GC.;.1^al 10?:

has Wen  .,-_; n _  only a few  O.v s C: u Ta.`.,__._ S 1S  still resist,
But if

/educate



educ to :+0 ic'_'L1, you can of for ever confine them 't.'_O the house

(literally: even the sui?ermarket is frowned upon and -i:he hair-"'

d-r_es er forbi'.e i• F,. tr. r women  are goin, to emerge ;  by

and reluctant __ons eent, on to a wider stage, or they are

going to agitate ;-4r-,6 regal, possibly an erosion and a

collapse of the fa[ra11y Structure on which much of Sc1.L':-d?_ stability

de -'ends. n Ei1 -1C Cc,. the results are uI pre ict . le.

PCGl2. is c a l  P rCi  -_)I-.

7. r` )" l  list  must be  added  a.notF'_ Set  of

more C:O?1Ve?1tronal, more commonly seen in otn r parts of the

bu.t no less the pol; _"iea problc-'ms of poi.'`3r, Cons-.

free c).Gmn, deli?O  raC1 ,  foreign and domestic Policy. The Kingdom is

f  s T "'' T   T y. '^x-ttlt=:d by a s_-.ale  JL_a.ity, ti-e Al S aad., •:r1-_cI has h. e lci t•.G- t. .-

various areas of  the  Arabian Peninsula, off and on, for morn than

h been in power within the present20 0  y !_ « _ s. r,. uresen - regime s

boundaries f o-;. fifty years. The Family has always been phi to

progenitive in the old _ em,itic tradition: the latest genealogy

assigns to Yin j Abdul 7 ZiZ, the founder of the present divnasty,

7 Ti. "e and toGI1 c?I1C.  2  1 U- i' iit 1.Ju GI:  are  CE> )J

his  son, Saud, the last king but one, 53 sons and 55 daughters.

With all the cadl•^-_•t branc , there are several- thousand 1 hers

of the family on the male side, all of them called Prince aria

all of t i pe:  g _ c, in theory and in

T choice  c '_  Prince  and tithe- I: .. C'

decisions arc arrived at by an 0CC_ 5..3 . CO^.sar:S:.:.

among the F 11_x'. So the  sys '-ern is oligarchic ? i=t1er then

/The
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Cl^_  ! 1 _ _. __..,

'he tradition: of the land allow for debate .._.t1in! the Family

and the cir cln of elduy._ and advisers and r through the majiis

system. for access to the King and other senior princes for

c iti zcns who ;: _Lsh. to protest at injustice or claim redress

of grievance. Moreover, there has  been,  for thirty years,

a Ca_;i_nei_, with consJ_Ccrablo powers devolved upon Ministers

and  ;.;heir  doper  ti.'c'il .  Nevertheless  t__the " 't-  King is  E'- _`_r_i`
.eis __-i''

Pr ino Minister and he alone appoints and ra .-._ issen his Cabin'

There  is no parliament, no el ections at :ny level, no partirinatio:-,

by the  ordinary  Saudi in  the process  of dec i sion"-_..ek; ng r e v en  in

local g overnm 'nt .  In all this ,  the  cynic would  say, Saudi  Arabia

J : no worse then most ceentries  third  , :'_Ji  the  i__!  world, are

dictatorships  or  one-party  states .  The  difference  hero is t".a

there is not even li p  service paid to  the idea of Umocracy.

The  poor  Syrian or Iraqi ,  suffering  under  the Bay lb  Party,  has

at least a  constitutional framework  to which he can  pin  soa

hopes  -  that  one day  the parliament may be  g iven some  po w er  or

the elections  may  be f r ee and fair or he  himself  may rise in

the Party, Her e  there  i s no con s titution other  t hen the ran

and o n ly  very  mild  r e form s are  c o n ten p l_  tc a.  The hi g decision----

of  policy are taken ,  not even  by  the  Cabinet,  but  by  the  ruling

few, princes  every  one. And once born a commoner , , you  cannot

become a prince.

c . _ Crown Prince .,. For t.i critics of this this system, the C. 1S a

hicular  t---C. j t. i _.__1  supervises all  amt:`. ,._  g over:

-=er ministErs never, and princes seldom, take an  inp.i= an

decision ,•IithosL his approval. It is on his head therefore the

nost critici;:e falls for the regime's autocracy, for the ro_:

/privileges,
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privileges, for the u i c cur ead  corruption.  The  resentment

a J inst .. ahd h:. s  beau  increased by his style of life,  narE  i cul axle

a b r o a d , which until recently embraced all the usual human failings:

pro F I i gacy, f r m l . gambling and vc_ier . He has in the last year

or two avoided at Most the public display of these weaknesses

and has uscu his aut.so ity to moderate them in the junior princes

as  well.  This is a welcome  recognition  of the Royal Family's need

for  a  better  _.-.n o. But  the ground lost over  the ar s has by no

7.t __._. >ecu  r e c c v _! ed '_.. fo`c  princes, scaler wall as junior,

arc' ,-,r iou., snu_ _ property deals, l  ... sions  on

i_lcia1 purchasers, private sales of  oil  at a. pre_n .._.. and the

snatching of  vDiua Ile  contracts away frov ordinary merchants.

9. The Family  Jro`. ; c_'  _. one mcie problem for the  rc j  tee wh ±_ c1

nor_ he noted. In so Mr_, : a tr,_bu there are hcunG to be cl i_ es

and groups: MM bro is combine against  half-br others,  cousins

ag ai s _ cousins, generations against generations. The most

famous u `nc the so-called Sudairi Seven, the sons of

Abdul Aziz  b y his wife Hass a, of whom the eldest and the leader

y .is the Croun  Prince.  hoc  anti  there  hove boon ,_,._.>urs  that  he

sr 1c, at  King  _sa L  a _ c_  banding  og t_'-_.  in political  a. ^'7i i i Cs:.

No •s'uht there are r antic uvri_ng for places in the hierarchy and

. a  Q 1 c..r  c ..  the succession cce s ..i.OiZ "CO  the throne.  LuL  the  Al  SOWi..  IL /  f ;- .

ha". a never failed to rally in a crisis and to settle their

di f_tareric es by  consensus and  cc- cni._o. 1 do not  believe

_ __c_:', this  direction is

/_'h^L._
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1.10 . There  Y e other  no)  t. i_ c.il dangers. The Kingdom  is a  n u:;''.b '_I_

1?_-o J_nccs , d? z:fer_ pt histories and dif r-i_erent characters, united

b y  conquest in comparatively recent times. The  Hejaz  in the west,

the Asir in the south and al-Hasa l-' :1c,ose in the  -  east are not 1  t 1
y c.  fully

assimilated d and at times resent th CC'.,:'.cance of the central Ida.];...

The merchants of the traditionally commercial Hejaz have seen rhoir

lo-o.  decline h car'  ;anisor! with the once rougher  and less

._ h_stica.ted ..-.]Cis, whom some of  her  still disdain. The people,

td._- opo Jr the economy of the As_._" share `:',any of +h:

G a_c,Ct_'r1`>_ G of Lhe T  1 e Y1  across the  SCi uthe Y-  border an arc,_

Ai rely . i  t- f - -na- from the Najd, r_ - The

E --. Bern Province has  a  large Shi '  i to  minority, for  long  under-

_,land r',S:a CPrivileged  e _ fC for  it  religious  ere. 1  and its  ._.7c-

inferiority. It tends to  feel ,  too,  that  a s  the  area which  prc _ lees=

the  oil it deserves  a larger s hare of the wr.a__n  than it  gets. S ome

observers  sea a centrifugal force at  work i n the p rovinces . _( t hiM

they  are  out  of  date: process GC" .  of assimilation,  O_  migration and,

more  recently ,  of  intermarriage is  moving apace .  Nor can  any group

claim  that they would have been better  off without  cat1OI O.C: .unification  e JL

Wry hypothetically)  the peo p le_ of the  Eastern Province; and even

th  ' have  been diluted incom ing  M R& that t resentment can

be only sporadic.

li. The political problems ii have so far described are inherent in

the system. There is also ocrosition to the Government's current

Policies.  'his is  chiefly  directed  against w& M the  critics seLi

an  e too close connection with  the. ;':es  and  in a%« ti.cuiar _

the United States. This connection,  they  contend, has led to the

O', pro uc t, on  of  oil which in turn has recant excessive haste in

the  run-down of resources, in economic davelo' eise a-n'1 in social

change
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charge. The policy benefits the West but produces too little

h` way of re..a d: the Nincrd; s financial reserves, invested in.

the West, lose their value through inflation and failing exchange

rates, and the one thing which would justify this sacrifice - a

settlement of the Palestine question  1.-.  not forthcoming:;___ an the

contrary, western, and particularly American, support for Israel

continues unabated. These critics, whose case can be rationally

and powerfully argund, are QvE;i; more i-- Or tait_.._  0  t h e . coincidence

of their  t;`1._-.:S .1.1..'1  those  of  ma n y Arab governments  !i

Kingdom: so that the Fahd regime must be constantly looking over

its  shoulder
lest it ant=uo_ n _l se

feel!._ its __-w members of the Arab

League and risk the reinforcement of internal dissidence bv external

op -o digit . In the si Sc I when ffas _ ::-res  at the height  of his

power, this was a serious danger. It has by no means disappeared;

it vi% 1_ ,L probably never disappear, but ccrtainly not before the

Palestine  problem has been solved. That problem is stick w;

available to beat they West and those who give comfort to the West.

Sources of Opposition

12. This is a formidable IM L of problems. Let us now look

those elements within the  Kingdo m which might  hov e the desire, and

the ability, to exploit them  _ them
in order overthrow the  ., he r"giT.e ,  and

t  Q Q v

try  to  assess their  chances  of  success.

Right

!._,. First,  there are the conser.'ati, , these wno think that the

cavqnq in Sz od._ society  have  cone ton n- - , too fFst, The-,7,

F k
r  ho diviSed  into  two other  promo  ,  the  ex t? e_,_ sts

ant  l code_atn3.  The catr_cre t _v_.  n  ohc  uran ti s.-.

/the
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to  men who were hch? ii i the P'"'con rising  of  December 9 /9 , who

T?rE-:..h a return to a society which is in fact gone Wyond recall.

T do not. heli_cva that they are sufficiently numerous, sufficiently

organized or su fAc1 cntly supported by public opinion to represent

R serious threat to the regime. They are a nuisance. a factor

-...".,..-:h the Government must never forget, because they have links

of emotion and  of  history with the divines on whose alliance the

to  power earl because some  ' , i_ I _it:i stns iI

ncKo in a wider audience than ti own fanatical adherents.

c.or -u tion , black market 1 iq ,.;_or, Gs.e_ t,c  _c_i ..cu s  wealth.  fo-But ..

Seudis syrnpathiso with their absurd attacks on girls education,

.'C-i-Ov1SIGt, bicycles, Christmas trees and the like. The aver ago

Sauli,  though  he  does  not want  the  gates of  licence opened  w id a J

o lC, not welcome any more restrictions on his now aspirations

and his (very few) material pleasures than are applied at present;

and the Government on the whole steers  a.  sensible line,  making

concessions to the diehards from time to time, but slowly and

continuously introducing innovations. That has been the process

since the  twenties. That is the wireless.  e how  t_h to  telephone,

-'i:-. - 0I1  for women- have Won eased  7 in. N_.e' _. - v- _. _O1 Q `C?, _.__ 1 bo O

substantial body of opinion wants that particular clock turned

back.

14. The moderates are a more sensible arid more sub _-anLial too.

They are for the most Moslems, concerned at the part devout +  ._ pace

of change and `He  decay  of Ts ia.mic : aluo.._,. 7heir austerity hi.-.

targets in Co.. E'.vn with the extr ___i:.. c L.a , but Way ac!' _ the _. d

to come to terms with the modern world.  They  acknowledge, for

/ in1S Lance
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i 1? is<,__-Sc C-_, (E'e,. -L need to 1vc, .,'oi c' _n a _. _ge li

to a:Lln,•; theta to outside t:h ho.-te - but  i n 1s1,.^.ic

con ,.- Li o<  a  e :, s C re`1-- -- o  the

-1r O il ; C ._; I l<;' F L tl (' _: I O L)1 1 1_ ,.1 the r  adi  c  loft_ 0..  1 s . of % i  1 i'_

1: 2 CL 1C. CC)%,eY;:_.e i_!S C U:i1t.'.7 - 1._  to  the West

reasons  than  for political..

r Iui. C i e :l )  rather  ' . . 1

:e _`7 E ' S  to the o 1. a_ClC1-P_ c`t i.cy are  ;"; _ no  l r E_ i.•'-  l n  Tf'_ S

c1I. U ? iC - l tt! _:.J_ght lend the _r ` L- 'ter i= O tT? l r neutrality to

crcj'_tu_;  o- a  i_lOr(3 violent a7, rc)-ac, .

1 5 .  7 1S  for  Lr  efts  :, e  e'ri0  t.e fCO.1 t.a:  to  F. i.. ::c  of  11 :_

CG..,' unis  Socialist  a, id i s ! th_Lst. `>a'= L es . f11_i =.OL'.=. ces Sc'C.:..

r>
a iii C'C;•G_  that  t i! 'v'-  F-2  of  little  acc_,unt. BU -

then! talk to US iu:ite i r ail,:hen we are

a l one -  who i h and the T, :'ri ole s c- e 'T Th  ar ceyc't the, A 5" d .l a.... 1 1

fo1_ the most L' ast.  younger_  men, edl1Cci_te ?. ? oas or a t least

si Lc" r J. _._ the t_ia_L tL LI1 s et

1tra b radicals ha  ze  C'%%c7. I-'_t  for  th -c''- I7j_Y- (Cii t::OC_r c.-'1 years  C1'

political freedoi°.i, better social  fairer  1"1Jtlt1Oll

Of t,iealt ) m1.us faste

are cer.: ain, less

t^ _ J ^':
(-)Ci c: 0 r Fi  - Cr_  I i C_!' F, OW cc.

CO FIDE j
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_ , a- - t hJL __ J_? - f t,_ -  L  ,,e r_ c,.,  o,1,  L1Gr1c o _h11  _ x)as t i in  e

thist  Sync:  as  an

Ci _.1 GO a i:. 1Circ _, r e r , thour rt there are s ti l.;_ gros
J

ine 'L!l1t? !f .th c_ii  privilege  in Saud1 Ara}!1a, no one

can cue n y  Lh:e the 50:._ ."._L services are being  rapidly ? . l?rove

r Y V? 000 :Ill:?e-__ i-ir)s abroad n e bec C. 0 ) C

' J'eeven  t", _ yo;: 1, 1C: ,_i l are comfortably Off , if not 0s i ` i 1 y

C f the ber c _. r>... eA o _.-- e in tho belly an, , fury t' he

to bare Ch.__,._ chest.`., ;_Ct the guns and C a.Tl 11 the r

their cells and their secret  IIieetin Cjf  s , but= r 0,o not  j t•^ je t  C

they  have ,  y et the store C':1 Or the a '-? ar t'.?.S r  e r

The Foreign._ .!.

16 . There are, as I h: ve, said earlier, some: { ; ot '.J 0  or  1 . ce ili_. 1 -3

fo.°ei c ners i ere.  Is  ̀h-i<_;-! e a  Sp -: .r;_. ._cus z them %71-c) v.-ill  1 _ rouseL_^:oI1 to

the;--- to a rE i .'t."+ and a t .'_c-over? The answer must be no. The

i _..``1".i^<rt s, the Europe a;"" , the Far Eastern S anC ,toat of the

CIO 'ke f ror the sub--cout1nent must be excluded ? C!:"i such a

r, l os i_ tf0.1. they have _ no stake in the country o }_^r than a

i. n Sig IL 1 c• .:ecj . ,=,._ .:  ...;.: s_,-_i`i_. ..---.ch  arguer

st ro:kin the !:,OH L. They do no_ s  ea k the laingu.ace, they

knoi. nothlr.o_ the  social  and  political  structure of the country,

they come Io._:'t ;: reluctantly and they denart  with  relief.  T 3

GJ oa S Of fe 3?_ ners  ...Jss he  tane__ morn s'r4ou.sly. L '_;_  Palestinians

.1'. _r _ e: ..-.,__,. But arc-

r).-t1 c '_ , unlike t^!O in or  he  United ab 1. S

k T ;LLC IF TD 1



an for the most art in middle-class, profitable jobs with

little  lnc :n t -jo to stick their necks out. The Yamenis are

num2ro s, a P,itl-lion or more, industrious, u der- Jri v_ lei  nd ,

conscious of their hosts a unjustified contempt. They have

l rc.nson to be resentful. But their aim is to make money and

1 go home (where there is, Heaven knows, plenty of scope for

volution if their bent lies in that direction). _ am sure

:-r inS .'t 1:  _.  is  to let t  Saudis i stow  in their own jL1C e.

Fat even if  i :  were not, even if the Yemenis were  to rise Uo,

nothing is I'G_c likely to rally the Saudis to the national  fM

to Tbn Ehaldun a s ' asabiyy ^ (tribal solidarity) than what woulct

be seen as  bumptious  ii"it_)ud: nce  in these little  men  from the

south; who c._ i'._'  - is true ,t03"m_'G rc'r, unarmed. ryai 1:- ? :.._:!.-, is ride of the

foreign Saudis  O , ,  .1..... .t.-`_ ti h_f CrC iu i f Ori: ign ErS,  the  ,._ i  d  of the Eastern

P Province. i'IoE : of the regain '' s critics would nut aside their

Ci'"/n  gr_levan C,'e", if those non-U i  ;F7_CL_C. s `:T.-?3'  get too  big  , for

their boots.

The Armed Forces

J

are two sections  of  SaudiU.  There  di society about whose Political

C' M ngn  we  to  the  Embassy are ill  .n,_ o  ii _.e^  forces  a nd

the tribes. We do not know the strength, among the officers, of

religious fundm entalism or radicalism resentment  of  the

Royal family. Even though w c have Var ious military missions

attached to the National Guard and the Royal Saudi Air Force,

they find it hard  to est:ab_i Q  social contact  with  Saud  officers,

much less to act  them  to talk about politics. But n c del essors

/have
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}, `s•> v- nom, l t C, a  Z'G:>_ts. t l - s-. , of a classical r , f et  and_._ i, e>ciia7_ G L1

cGclu ie  4-1  at it is, on logistical c;ro;:nds alone, hicdil_>'

1_ _
t-

,  Fah  _u } `'lled by d ll_ rGt_ e.n-t ly to sl:cceed. The Army (co. _ro-L

Sultan) is st. t o ed round the of the Kingdcu, separated

the insurgcai is ' traditional LE,.-gets

`of ministries, radio
s l.« l _i GTI:., and royal J '_1%C s  by Several  h.,, 7:l l- .-. e (- of desert

c-se only 1j_;fJ., , rOai: o n1;s to  h i
J

Crv._.•,.1 _ byb-; r7_ o T, :,-,. GC?=L i  _r j the c t .c_i._Va_ d  tl ir.0ulu b<;:

d i0i"ITl1'  -7c.bl  }1 .  '« ^• eve I:- for a force  e  t' ' com ete
_,

1  - c'.  I t T1 - -:,':; c_ UY`7 l:ic-ci Gd:i^ :.  ='-i S

and vehicles. No Sal. i force is li to ha',

r. - > > c t a - -i c 'r-  -' c a ra ir it  dy..ils  reach  _,_C  is

ld have to overcome the Nation a l Guard (co_-__'•andedl by Prince

.s._ r i L-b_ _:l_lah? ::hick is sta_4-ion d there. ar n 'hough un

,  purpose  is to resist s,,: c h  an a-- t .- a 7 1  c 1  ed

co-operation of the fair Force (also under Prince Sultan) would

l,. em e jbs essential to the success of a COlI:>; ye L: t2 involvement o _

the Air Force _.uld greatly increase the risk of disco`, eyT in

the early stages of nlannincj. Discovery would in any case be

highly  likely, since mombers of the Royal Faimmily' are scattered

throughout the officer corps in all the forces. An Air Force

r ~C'i:_1'D was in fact Planned in  1969.  It ,:'c_S nipped in the bud and

the plotter, arrested. They were dealt with leniently- none

, -is executed; all prisoners have been released. I see from

time to time the man who had been designated as pre ident of

the putative republic. he is no.. 7 a fat and prosperous merchant,

t i  e  Sul tan t .e  M, i n istf r o Defe n!,closely _n rssoc.,_l tii c

t,;); t in ese1 C'_ t e emma thing

/ lv
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ms's ar _  of ar t•,iysys te ?7l. I70 Li"1I _C E_10fi: ry. 'No-_,,ad1S 1 is on ti„c_'

rndecl i I-.e . The  camels  have been replaced by  Toyotas  an-, i?eCrro]

There  are  scho:!f and settle':lelas and subsidies.  The  numbers and

the  vigour  of  -.___. bee a a- c  much reduced. H much reduced ..;a do

not ..5o and P,:`_• j- '-= ind ou ,•- ' Ctii'V i.) f L . T x f7 t_.  i  m p  r  c .4 °.:: II

that  the  tribes no J_ c (i  t _y  C>e "e. e) a Le ve,

u-i-.i. Lorc C."ij)JbJc 0== CL c^ C1I'_i i `are of the ti\_. ;

Str

cone no-."  -CO a poi?.-_t which s trongly i pressed  me  =in the

t t  I  s pJ; 01" te- OZ the  Persian  c. e t._.:1P,  S  Y'  Anthony

Said it aril "' tC, is c.Ii:.  the e

?ich b 'ought C.o'+? i th Itu'i: it_ r } e c i t Could the s me

}- i -  y,t1 I!? In >peP_  It  is  n } to c There  :jr e:_7'G ._ , as I  have

ex lca_i.ned7 ?  f ew  in i Arabia e - "' s don e

b f.7 fore_ners. It is ar ;Iial-ble til C_: i_ ther ]_J no such t-1 _Lng as

a Sl udi prolE t riat. ': Ci-_S ute ins 1_Cie the 1n c? s rhether here=

are  any  Saudi  coot  (as oo pcsed to  Yemeni  or  Pakistani  poor) . There

c .Tilnot be many  and  they are os t`_--1_ .. r .
L peer ?_In re _` ot'e! and scattered

coun tr y  district-.s :` hich  cannot  in  nature  of things provide the

base  for a reg. ol-ution. The one `';here a  strike  co-aid be

IJ L TJr c_`:t:LCab1C'. and C.u .;'CT-ii  is  in  the  oil l _ .G .  of  ' he Ear' '-rn

Province where the  work  force is v ' .-' 1_C  l1 'aucl _
in c1 _..i-:fie.iy c_  ct_Il'

i,eesu: S .i' it e an: Lher fC' e du.] i 1 -

at - - _ t J

tir nciecLlcn



1Ofl '_-i.:t it .G'C' Cam` ?e c-'ons - quences in t11E, for j to I'1, t}ie

„ l " i  V  eC  v' 02_.  'l ? f-- r. r, _ o.'? . . - i.:! rc_. ., _ l _ p_ o V  l  _ ci - __ me 7= co c tz.  r.

ac ti an. It is a thrca t on l %.7hi_ch needs forth -'I_ iI'v eSti-%c._ i•a_1 but

do riot jU(i C, that s an immediate danger at the i.lo :en -.

Fa c'-of S' ; ?, Y

2U . I have ^I_centra . t: so far  on  the  C a_tgers to S " ability .

But - _ere are Oi:I1tE \ a . 1 ng fac or he Saud fa'_. J i Lse-L

to._ among o uts -:L ,c  -s  ari CU:i.' tion

l . The ''` cca.7r1 : aobors r - a well o,) Cam" Ci f o`' Va''

c  •` t -- c• , o t n i n j I_ , __C, r t L I7 1C; E' Since  ins L "''i `' sh:i ent. _.

w at e-'-ea a c V-- war again" its c-n 1 _ •

t- e _ rl  e  !'L-, s-sau-. t:-.!  of  ':. l_ a  his- = _ n , C_• Ef Y. Sci. i; c>C :7`S U  o r -

he I eason G t free Princes in the early sixt ec_r- i ,!- e a.SC: _,.l.t

Cn the 'E 1_E'.'1.S1.Un station in 1964, led by a Print o': the blood.

royal; the assassination of King T'aisa i  -' t!1e I1.st  is long .  There

Lare fou'_+-r or thoJL! _ nd i:)r 1nc:E:s sor, , a:. through ev---r--v ., alk an-`.

C1 ilit.a Y, rJ _T 7_ Ca .l_VF T1  Inc,

family may he or7_V1le eci but it is not an Isolated clique;  rather

it J_s a ubI_gl'.i_tous  intelligence  ser:'ice, prod'uci n j in times of

C is is considered and loyal ass,s_:cc-.'nl and advice. At t e

' _ is_. h_ ' ,r  ing o f p r m >  it iit :, e , t_ r ou cfh the c.i c ._  privilege F, and-  rew::ar  .it

an agency for the recruitment of s pport, influence and cons'  ancv.

This is, in  Saudi eyes, the acceptable fa ce of corru ption.

2 Mol _'o _, the Penal Fani?y is in on-: sense the earadic<o.

of sa'rrole ami Iv s: -::hi c;1 scci.._

life. Evte -  Saudi  w:Til l tr l 1 7 Cjt:  o  ni s `)i U. r I=reng
1

/0
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o th  fa-mil `_patism Ito u s is a r.ily loyalty to them. To

O'.' tiro the rc ime fro.,°I1 t IT:.-.: iS O%E_ :..,1 0?1=)L<-  the  cousins

with  whom you Cj_  up is a reo11gnant cc issiCII. Respect  for

the hierarchy IitC i :1 t: e  am i I-`  uci s re ;pa_ct for the hierc+ ch '

ivi"i:.hin the sate. Despite the rapid changes in society, even

r;.._...,.'..5 O; a .:,  J ?llJ.:_  Y_•  ld_I= c'. ,5' it! c- _1 con. e r`v'__i=ive, ho LI ='.

{= r `3 crier h it h CO:"IVi(' tJL  ta - they  ace' Sr) l f e

1.n Supcr tG a. l var 1 'S of fore1 ;rf r

C  O?i C . .

C.: a  ':d CC.• it  :J L _, _;.1_Qi:S . iI:•^2:"F -,  c:'.Cc  in  1 C-.;1C:1_  iir%: ..

P OD li'?l G L ._ ...'t .c c_I1 _ tens '_on , of which government - and peo ple

fa  the  L  E .' tic  it  a cure de '.a? - •_

1.' [l
f

c'  absence  CurE' :'=1.1 "- hFt`ti%t, a Ca'Stc._) i-? =71 C e' r '_,rCt in tl-,-

long term c f?C: CVCCi now casts,' douI"1_  on  the permanence of both

and. S )C1-_:_y'. L•: ,, n;.-...:1:r'.]"' t ;.=. problems hemsel•.'es nor

the  opposition  -.'roues -.;},o c rc  an Jere a b y  are oh f a nature-

t.

1..

o threaten immediate uphea±'val_. Some Status of

SvOii e 1 for  cam- i __c?  or the  570th  ̀ ' - --) I::"_yT C:1_' c'.. " 1 at national

I r:: m 2 "4
L l•' L

will  gradual )  cisnpp° r .  The poc { 1C: _'2 uneasy no:;

}: oif
,v

ei1 11  there  it a Sudrl cG i  turn c10L the t:'' > dP  2<i1Ci !IF7 r?
1.  n

sign of tha l-) I b 'lieve we shoe] r) have %ar 1i_I1C1.  in

I do not h  i  I there  is  Cj  o'. LO  kle a L e ; C` i_1'tion  in  Saudi  --

J__ tit
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23.  Finally, we must put Saudi Arabia in perspective. No doubt

there is more chance of serious instability here than  thore  is in

Britain or Holland or the United States. But look instead at

Syria or Iraq or Pakistan or Argentina. Compared with them,

Saudi Arabia is an island of peace and prosperity. The

difference is ghat Saudi  Arabia  matters to us very much more.

S .. ,-  we must consider - l_-ne S%1  y  what lessons fromsods we should draw froE'.d '

the present post CiOf .

24. I am seeding copies of this despatch to Her Majesty's

Representatives Cc.?7=_ _. at Washington, 0r U=`'1 .S New York, , Kuwait,

Doi. = , Bahrain, Abu Ph _hi , Dubai, Muscat, Sana i a , Aden, Damascus

1 have the honour to be,

PNih Lord,

with the utmost truth an_d regard

Your Lordship's most humble and obedient servant

P

(James Craig)
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