OF PRESIDEZNT CARTER?’S LETTER TO PRIME MINISTER
EEGINS,

b KNOW YOU ARE 'AS PQ OCCUPIED AS | AM ABOUT THE IMPLICATIONS

OF THZ CONTINUING CONFLICT BETWEEH IRAG AND IRAN. SECRETARY MUSKIE

AND LORD CARRINGTOM AREC [IMVOLVED 14 CLOSE COMSULTATIONS AT THE

UN. OUR OVERRIDING CGNCERMN, OF COURSE, IS TO SEE THE CONFLICT
EROCUGHT TO £ PROMPT ZKL SO THAT ISSUES BETWEEM |RAQ AND IRAN.CAN EBS
NEGOTIATED. HOWEVER, | WANTSD TC COMMUNICATE DIRECTLY WITH YOU OM
ASPZCTS CF THE CRISIS FOR WHICH | 2ELIEVE PRECAUTIONARY STEPS BY

OUR RESPECTIVZ GOVERHIENTS APPZAR NECES

I AM COMCERRED Cu NG IN THE PEZRSIAN

GULF TO AND FRO™

IRANTAN INTERROGE B EHTERIMG THE GULF AND THE SHARP
CONSTRAINTS AND INCR D PRICE INSUR&NCE THREATEN TO REZDUCE
RESTICALLY TIL 3HIP ROF Ti RSIAN GULF STATES. WHILE THE
WORLTD C#\ INALL LIK ' D T TO THZ STGPPAGE OF IRAQI AMND
IRANTAN OIL SHIPMENTS FOR A i HE EXTENDED HALT IN-ALL:OIL
EXPORTS FROM THE GULF COULD BE AM ECONOMIC CATASTROPHE,

AS 2 FIRST ST=P I# PREPARING TO DZAL WITH THIS POTENTIAL THREAT,

1 WOULD URGE THAT YOU MOVE ANY NAVAL FORCES YOU MAY HAVE IN THE

INDIAN OCEAN ARcA CLOSER TO TH=Z GULF, SUCH A PRESENCE [ITSELF

WOULD B A REASSURIMZ FACTOR. ADDITIONALLY, | WOULD RECCMMEND

THAT OUR TWO GOVERNYINTS —— WITH OTHER INTERESTED GOVERNMENTS —
COMMEZNCE URGEHT COWTINGENCY CONSULTATIONS ON HOW EEST TC ASSURE

NAVAL PROTZCTION FOR OfL TANKERS EHTERING AND DEPARTING THE PEZRSIAN

GULF FOR PORTS OTHZR THAN THOSE OF IRAQ AND IRAN,

ECOMDLY, | AM.C
SEIPPING COMPANIES

PERSIAN GULF,

R'DOPTS THAT MENY NATIONS AND

WIN Th_IR TANKERS FROM OPERATING IN
OF RISK AKD THE PROELEM OF IN
OPRIATE OFFICLALS .BEE 1IN

THE FEDIRAL REPUZLIC

TH— MAGHITUDE OF THIS PROE-
IF ‘NSCESSARY; ¥WE ¥OULD: BE
v':Tl”" IMMEDI ATELY,
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SECRET

THAT. HOSTILITIES. ¢
PECT TRET, EVEM IF. THEY #RE, WE WILL FE FA
£ COMTIRUING TH

THREAT TO SHIPRING IN THE
E REQUIREMINTS THAT COULD HAVE THS
M THAT REGION,

At BE BROUGHT TO AN
vV EDC

53 ...L‘FE

| LOOK FORWARD TC AN

EARLY RESPONSE,
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