KB/139/1 CONFIDENTIAL

Public Opinion Background Note 139

(produced 14th November 1982)

Introduction

The interviewing for our latest 'tracking' study was conducted by Gallup from 3rd
to 10th November and they interviewed almost 1,000 electors throughout Great
Britain. This latest study does not wholily confirm the results of the previous
Gallup tracking study (conducted 27th October/lst November) which found a 7%% jump
in Conservative support - up from 40%% to 48%. In this latest study Conservative
support dropped back to 44% - apart from the previous studv the highest level of
support since late August. The latest study found a slight improvement in

Labour support - up to 33% compared to 31% in the previous study. Liberal and
Social Democratic support remained almost unchanged at 9% and 12% respectively.

Details of the trend of support for the main parties in our weekly tracking studies
since the start of the year are shown in the table overleaf. It is worth noting
that the next survey will be published in the Daily Telegraph on 18th November.
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Government Record

The current Gallup study conducted 3rd to 10th November found almost no ¢
approval of the record cf the Government - 41% approved (42% in previous
and 45% disapproved (45% in previous study).
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