
PRIME MINISTER 


CHANCELLOR SCHMIDT'S VISIT 10-11 MAY 


The purpose of t h i s note i s t o t a k e you th r o u g h t h e a r r a n g e ­

ments f o r C h a n c e l l o r Schmidt's v i s i t s t e p by s t e p so t h a t you 

can v i s u a l i s e i t i n advance. 


The C h a n c e l l o r , accompanied by Her r Genscher ( F o r e i g n M i n i s t e r ) 

and Herr M a t t h o f e r ( F i n a n c e M i n i s t e r ) w i l l a r r i v e o u t s i d e No. 10 

at 1730. There w i l l be p h o t o g r a p h e r s o u t s i d e i n Downing S t r e e t 

and you w i l l w i s h t o pause f o r a minute o r two o u t s i d e the 

F r o n t Door f o r a b r i e f p h o t o c a l l . You c o u l d t h e n l e a d the 

C h a n c e l l o r i n s i d e f o r a f u r t h e r p h o t o c a l l i n t h e f r o n t h a l l -

I suggest you might be photographed w i t h t h e C h a n c e l l o r a l o n e and 

then w i t h the o t h e r UK and FRG M i n i s t e r s . The C h a n c e l l o r of t h e 

Exchequer w i l l meet Her r M a t t h b f e r i n t h e f r o n t h a l l and t a k e him 

thr o u g h t o No. 11 f o r h i s s e s s i o n of s e p a r a t e t a l k s . 


You w i l l then conduct C h a n c e l l o r Schmidt and Herr Genscher 

w i t h L o r d C a r r i n g t o n , u p s t a i r s t o t h e White Drawing Room f o r 

your f i r s t s e s s i o n of t a l k s . The Germans w i l l have one n o t e t a k e r 

w i t h them and I s h a l l t a k e our note. 


I a t t a c h a c a r d , based on your b r i e f i n g m e e t i n g t h i s a f t e r n o o n , 

which you may l i k e t o have by you t o remind you of the p o i n t s w h i c h 

you c o u l d r a i s e w i t h C h a n c e l l o r Schmidt d u r i n g t h i s i n i t i a l 

s e s s i o n . 


Would you l i k e any r e f r e s h m e n t t o be s e r v e d d u r i n g t h i s 

c
m e eting? ^M«^ £»t ^ J / * * *  oC^Ut — **V 

At about 1845, you s h o u l d wind up a d i s c u s s i o n so t h a t 

C h a n c e l l o r Schmidt can t a k e h i s l e a v e and r e t u r n t o h i s h o t e l 

i n o r d e r t o change f o r d i n n e r . 


The German p a r t y and a l l your o t h e r g u e s t s w i l l a r r i v e at 

No. 10 a t 2000, f o r d i n n e r a t 2015. D u r i n g d r i n k s b e f o r e d i n n e r , 

I s h a l l t r y t o make su r e t h a t as many of t h e g u e s t s as p o s s i b l e 

are i n t r o d u c e d t o you and Mr. T h a t c h e r . 


/ I a t t a c h 




I
 a t t a c h below the r e v i s e d v e r s i o n of your speech, t a k i n g 

account of your own amendments t o the f i r s t d r a f t and i n c l u d i n g 

the two a d d i t i o n a l p a r a g r a p h s at the end of the speech f o r which 

you asked. 


Are you c o n t e n t t h a t t h e speech as i  t now s t a n d s , minus 

the f i r s t s e n t e n c e , s h o u l d be r e l e a s e d t o t h e p r e s s tomorrow 

e v e n i n g , embargoed f o r the time of d e l i v e r y ? 


A f t e r d i n n e r , you may w i s h at a c o n v e n i e n t moment t o t a k e 

C h a n c e l l o r Schmidt t o a s o f a or c o r n e r t a b l e w i t h Mr. Pym and/or 

Mr. Walker t o have a p r i v a t e t a l k about defence m a t t e r s and 

the CAP. The C h a n c e l l o r i s a l a t e b i r d and i s u n l i k e l y t o be 

i n any g r e a t h u r r y t o l e a v e . 


On F r i d a y , 11 May C h a n c e l l o r Schmidt and h i s team w i l l 

a r r i v e at No. 10 j u s t b e f o r e 1030. You w i l l meet him at t h e 

F r o n t Door and e s c o r t him s t r a i g h t t h r o u g h t o the C a b i n e t Room. 

There w i l l be p l a c e c a r d s on t h e C a b i n e t t a b l e t o show members 

of both d e l e g a t i o n s where t o s i t . I have a r r a n g e d f o r c o f f e e 

to be s e r v e d at 1100. You w i l l p r o b a b l y have agreed w i t h 

C h a n c e l l o r Schmidt, d u r i n g t h e p r e v i o u s e v e n i n g , how t h e p l e n a r y 

s e s s i o n s h o u l d be h a n d l e d . One p o s s i b i l i t y would be f o r you t o 

i n v i t e the C h a n c e l l o r t o g i v e h i s views on E a s t /West r e l a t i o n s ^ , 

which c o u l d l e a d i n t o a g e n e r a l d i s c u s s i o n . You w i l l a l s o w i s h 

t o i n v i t e the C h a n c e l l o r of t h e Exchequer t o r e p o r t on h i s 

s e p a r a t e t a l k w i t h Herr M a t t h d f e r . At t h e end of the s e s s i o n , you 

w i l l w i s h t o sum up and i d e n t i f y any p o i n t s f o r f o l l o w - u p a c t i o n . 


At 1145 t h e p l e n a r y s e s s i o n w i l l end and you w i l l t a k e 

C h a n c e l l o r Schmidt t o h i s c a r o u t s i d e t h e F r o n t Door and, i f you 

agree, t r a v e l w i t h him t o the M i l l b a n k Tower cinema f o r t h e 

P r e s s Conference. You, t h e C h a n c e l l o r and t h e o t h e r M i n i s t e r s 

w i l l be s e a t e d on the s t a g e . Henry James i s d r a f t i n g a s h o r t 
o p e n i n g statement f o r you and you c o u l d then i n v i t e C h a n c e l l o r 
Schmidt t o make one t o o . The P r e s s C o n f e r e n c e w i l l then be 
open f o r q u e s t i o n and answer. 

/At about 
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At about 1245, you w i l l r e t u r n t o the c a r s and d r i v e back 

t o No. 10. 


The w o r k i n g l u n c h f o r the two d e l e g a t i o n s i s at 1300 f o r 

1430. 


You w i l l not wi s h t o make a f o r m a l speech but i  t would be 

a p p r o p r i a t e t o make a few remarks w i t h a b i l a t e r a l emphasis 

and I a t t a c h some d r a f t notes f o r your c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 


A f t e r l u n c h , C h a n c e l l o r Schmidt w i l l t a k e h i s l e a v e at t h e 

F r o n t Door and Mr. Hurd (who w i l l be a t t h e l u n c h and whom you 

can then i n t r o d u c e t o C h a n c e l l o r Schmidt) w i l l e s c o r t him f o r 

the r e s t of t h e day. The C h a n c e l l o r w i l l be t r a v e l l i n g by 

h e l i c o p t e r t o O x f o r d t o r e c e i v e t h e Honorary Degree of D o c t o r of 

Laws from the C h a n c e l l o r of t h e U n i v e r s i t y , Mr. H a r o l d M a c m i l l a n 


9 May 1979 



